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AOpdg 24(111) Tov 2001
NOMOZ IIOY INPONOEI I'lA THN KYPQXZH THZ SYMBAZHZ TOY
SYMBOYAIOY EYPQITHZ/UNESCO I'TA THN ANATNQPIZH -
MPOZONTQN ZXETIKA ME THN ANQTEPH EKIIAIAEYXH
_ ZTON EYPQIIA' I'KO XQPO

H Boul} Twv AVILTQOOMITWV YN@ilel wg axorlovbwg:

1. O moewv Nopog Ba ava@éeeTal wg o meQi TG ZVuPaong tov SvuPfoviiov Zvvortnss
g Evodnng/UNESCO yia v Avayvilon ITQosovinv oxeTund fe v Ava- tithos.
teQn Exmaidevon otov Evponaind Xweo (Kvowtirog) Népog tov 2001.

2. —(1) Zto0 NOpo avto, entdég av amxd To HEIPEVO ngommru SLaPOQETLXN E@unvew
£¢vvorLa—

«Anporatio» orpaiver Tnv ercgwmr'] Anpoxoatia- -
«Zvpfaon» onuaiver T Zoppaocn tov TupPoviiov Evobmnng/UNESCO yia

TNV AvVayveoELoN JTTQOCOVIWYV GXETLRA LE TNV AVOTEQT EXTTAIOEVON oTOoV Evow-

TATRO XWQEO TO TTOWTOTVITO UELPEVO TNG OTTOLAG (OTNV ayYALr1)) exTiBeTOon oTO

Mégog I tov ITivaxa ®ou og PeTdeeaon atnv ehAnvixiy oto Mégog I avto. f}\‘;}'ﬂmﬁ

, _ ¢0og 1,

Mégog II.
(2) 2¢ mepimTwon SLapoEAg Tov xewuévou sou extiBerar oto Mégog I Tov
IMivaxa ®ar Tov ®eLpévovy ov extiBetol oto Mégog IT autol UmeQLOYVEL TO

HeiPEvVo OV extiBeTal oto Mépog 1.

3. Me 1o NSpo auté xuvodvetar 1 ZUUBacn TG OmoLag 1 VIOYQUQY €X-Kiewen g
ptsgovg ™G Anuoxgatiog eyxQibnxe amd 1o Ymoveyd ZupnBovAlo ue v Ano- Zipactc.
Qaon gy AoiBuég 47.401 xou nuegounvia 18 defoovagiov 1998.
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MEPOX 1

CONVENTION ON THE RECOGNITION OF QUALIFICATIONS
CONCERNING HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE EUROPEAN REGION

Lisbon, 11.IV.1997

The Parties to this Convention,

Conscious of the fact that the right to education is a human right, and that higher
education, which is instrumental in the pursuit and advancement of knowledge,
constitutes an exceptlonally rich cultural and scientific asset for both individuals and
society; , ,

Considering that hlghef educatldn should play a vital role in promoting peace, mutual
understanding and tolerance, and in creating mutual confidence among peoples. and
nations; :

Considering that the great diversity of education systems in the Européan region reflects
its cultural, social, political, philosophical, religious and economic diversity, an
exceptional asset which should be fully respected;

Desiring to enable all people of the region to benefit fully from this rich asset of
diversity by facilitating access by the inhabitants of each State and by the students -of
each Party's educational institutions to the educational resources of the other Parties,
more specifically by facilitating their efforts to continue their education or to complete a
period of studies in higher education institutions in those other Parties;

Considering that the recognition of studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees obtained
in another country of the European region represents an important .measure for
promoting academic mobility between the Parties;

Attaching great importance to the principle of institutional autonomy, and conscious of
the need to uphold and protect this principle; '

Convinced that a fair recognition of qualifications is a key element of the nght to
education and a responsibility of society;

Having regard to the Council of Europe and UNESCO Conventions covering academic
recognition in Europe:

European Convention on the Equivalence of Diplomas leading to Admission
to Universities (1953, ETS No. 15), and its Protocol (1964, ETS No. 49);

European Convention on the _Equivalence of Penods _of University Study
(1956, ETS No. 21);

European Convention on the _Academic Recognition of Unijversity
Qualifications (1959, ETS No. 32);

Convemlon on the Recogr_utlo of Studies. Diplomas and Degrees

concerning Higher Education in the States belongmg to_the Europe Reglo
(1979);

" European Convention on the General Equivalence of Periods of University
Study (1990, ETS No. 138);

Hfzving regard also to the International Convention on the Recognition of Studies,
Diplomas_and Degrees_in_Higher Education in_the Arab _and European States bordering
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on the Mediterranean (1976), adopted within the frameéwork of UNESCO and partially
covering academic recognition in Europe;

Mindful that this Convention should also be considered in the context of the UNESCO
conventions and the International Recommendation covering other Regions of the world,
and of the need for an improved exchange of information between these Regions;
Conscious of the wide ranging changes in higher education in the European region since
these Conventions were adopted, resulting in considerably increased diversification
within and between national higher education systems, and of the need to adapt the legal
instruments and practice to reflect these developments;

Conscious of the need to find common solutions to practical recognition problems in the
European region;

Conscious of the need to improve current recognition practice and to make it more
transparent and better -adapted to the current situation of higher education in the
European region;

Confident of the positive significance of a Convention elaborated and adopted under the
joint auspices of the Council of Europe and UNESCO providing a framework for the
further development of recognition practices in the European region;

Conscious of the importance of providing permanent implementation mechanisms in
order to put the principles and provisions of the current Convention into practice,

Have agreed as follows:
Section I. Definitions
Article 1

For the purposes of this Convennon the following terms shall have the
following meaning:

Access (to higher education)

The right of qualified candidates to apply and to be considered for
admission to higher education.

Admission (to higher education institutions and programmes)

The act of, or system for, allowing qualified applicants to pursue studies in
higher education at a given institution and/or a gwen programme.

Assessment (of institutions or programmes)

The process for establishing the educational quality of a higher education
institution or programme.

Assessment (of individual qualifications)

The written appraisal or evaluation of an individual's foreign qualifications
by a competent body.

Competent recognition authority

A body officially charged with making binding decisions on the recognition
of foreign qualifications. '
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Higher education

- All types of courses of study, or sets of courses of study, training or training
for research at the post secondary level which are recognized by the relevant
authorities of a Party as belonging to its higher education system.

Higher education institution

An establishment providing ‘higher education and recognized by the
competent authority of a Party as belonging to its system of higher
education. )

Higher education programme

A course of study recognized by the competent authority of a Party as
belonging to its system of higher education, and the completion of which
provides the student with a higher education qualification.

Period of study

Any component of a higher education prograinme which has been evaluated'
and documented and, while not a complete programme of study in itself,
represents a significant acquisition of knowledge or skill.

Qu,aliﬁcation
A. Higher education qualification

Any degree, diploma or other certificate issued by a competent -
authority attesting the successful completion of a higher
education programme.

B. Qualification giving access to higher education

Any diploma or other certificate issued by a competent-

- authority attesting the successful completion of an education
programme and giving the holder of the qualification the right
to be considered for admission to higher education (cf. the
definition of access).

Recognition
A formal acknowledgement by a competent authority of the value of a
foreign educational qualification with a view to access to educational and/or
employment activities. '
Requirement
A. General requirements
Conditions that must in all cases be fulfilled for access to higher
“education, or to a given level thereof, or for the award of a
higher education qualification at a given level.
B. Specific requirements
Conditions that must be fulfilled, in -addition to the general
requirements, in order to gain admission to a particular higher

‘education programme, or for the award of a specific higher
education qualification in a particular field of study.
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Section 11. The competence of authorities

Article 11.1

1.

Where central authorities of a Party are competent to make decisions in
recognition cases, that Party shall be immediately bound by the provisions of this
Convention and shall take the necessary measures to ensure the implementation of
its provisions on its territory.

Where the competence to make decisions in recognition matters lies with
components of the Party, the Party shall furnish one of the depositories with a brief
statement of its constitutional situation. or structure at the time of signature or
when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
or any time thereafter. In such cases, the competent authorities of the components
of the Parties so designated shall take the necessary measures to ensure
implementation of the provisions of this Convention on their territory.

. Where the competence to make decisions in recognition matters lies with

individual higher education institutions or other entities, each Party according to
its constitutional situation or structure shall transmit the text of this convention to
these institutions or entities and shall take all possible steps t6 encourage the
favourable consideration and application of its provisions.

. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall apply, mutatis mutandis,

to the obligations of the Parties under subsequent articles of this Convention.

Article I1.2

At the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, or at any time thereafter, each State, the
Holy See or the European Community shall inform either depository of the
present Convention of the authorities which are competent to make different
categories of decisions in recognition cases.

Article I1.3

"Nothing in this Cdn&ention shall be deemed to derogate from any more

favourable provisions concerning the recognition of qualifications issued in
one of the Parties contained. in or stemming from an existing or a future

treaty to which a Party to this Convention may be or may become a party.

Section I11. Basic principles related to
the assessment of qualificiations

Article I11.1

I
2.

Holders of qualifications issued in one of the Parties shall have adequate access,
upon request to the appropriate body, to an assessment of these qualifications.
No discrimination shall be made in this respect on any ground such as the
applicant's gender, race, colour, disability, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, association with a national minority,
property, birth or other status, or on the grounds of any other circumstance not
related to the merits of the qualification for which recognition is sought. In order
to assure this right, each Party undertakes to make appropriate arrangements for
the assessment of an application for recognition of qualifications solely on the
basis of the knowledge and skills achieved.



