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ETHIOPIAN BUILDING PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to
determine the minimum national standard for the
construction or modification of buildings or alteration
of their use in order to ensure public health and safety;

WHEREAS, sub-article (3) of Article 51 of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia empowers the Federal Government to
establish and implement national standards and basic
policy criteria for public health, education, as well as
science and technology;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Ethiopian
Building Proclamation No. 624/2009”.
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2. Definitions

In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise
requires:

1/ “Ministry” means the Ministry of Works and

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

10/

Urban Development;

“building” means a permanent or temporary
construction used for the purpose of dwelling,
office, factory or for any other purpose;

“building officer” means a person appointed by
an urban administration or designated organ to
enforce this Proclamation;

“a registered professional” means a person who
is issued with a certificate as a design or
construction professional or a juridical person
which is issued with a certificate as a design or
construction consultant by the relevant body;

“a registered contractor” means a juridical
person who is registered and issued with a work
permit by the relevant authority as a contractor;

“category ‘A’ building” means a one story
building with a span of 7 meters or less
between two reinforced concrete, steel or other
structural frames or any dwelling house not
exceeding two stories;

“category ‘B’ building” means a building with
a span of more than 7 meters between two
reinforced concrete, steel or other structural
frames or of two or more stories not covered in
category ‘C’ or a real estate development of
category ‘A’;

“category ‘C’ building” means any public or
institutional building, factory or workshop
building or any building with a height of more
than 12 meters;

“construction” means the construction of a new
building or the modification of an existing
building or alteration of its use;

“dangerous building” means a building that is
structurally unsafe or constitutes a special
fire hazard or health risk;
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11/ “designated organ” means an organ appointed by the
concerned Regional State to enforce this
Proclamation in areas outside of urban centers to
which this Proclamation is applicable;

12/ “document” means any plan, report, estimate
or any other technical presentation required
or prepared in connection with the design and
construction of a building;

13/ “private dwelling building” means a house
containing one or more habitable rooms with
sanitary and cooking facilities for the use of a
single family and may include any garage
and other domestic outbuildings within its
site;

14/ “person” means any natural or juridical
person;

15/ “plan” means any drawing or model showing
the extent, nature and size of a building and
the materials and method of assembly to be
used, and it may include architectural,
structural, sanitary, electrical, mechanical,
fire protection and other drawings;

16/ “Regional State” means any regional state
established in accordance with Article 47 of
the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis
Ababa and Dire Dawa city administrations;

17/ “stop order” means any order given by a
building officer or by a building inspector to
discontinue activities on a building
construction site;

18/ “story” means that part of a building which is
situated between the top of any floor and the
top of the floor next above it, or if there is no
floor above it that portion between such floor
and the ceiling;

19/ “urban administration” means an organ to
which powers and duties of administering an
urban center have been given by law or
delegated by the concerned government
body;

20/ “urban center” means any locality having a
municipal administration or a population size
of 2,0000r more inhabitants, or which at least
50% of its labour force has, primarily,
engaged in non —agricultural activities.
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1/ This Proclamation shall apply to:

a) urban centers that have 10,000 or more
dwellers;

b) other urban centers that have less than
10,000 dwellers and to which this
Proclamation shall be applicable in
accordance with the decision made by the
Regional State concerned;

¢) public buildings, or buildings which could
be used for industrial or commercial scale
agricultural occupancy or real-estate out
side of urban centers.

2/ This Proclamation may not apply to any
building:

a) completed on or before the effective date
of this Proclamation;

b) which is under -construction with a
building permit issued before the effective
date of this Proclamation;

c) exempted by the decision of the Council
of Ministers for reasons related with
national security and other purposes.

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article
2(b) of this Article, the urban administration or
the designated organ may apply this
Proclamation to:

a) a building under construction with a build-
ing permit issued before the effective date
of the Proclamation if such construction is
not completed within three years of the
effective date of the Proclamation;

b) in order to ensure the compliance of a
building for which alteration of service is
required with the service such building is
sought to render;

¢) a building to which a renovation is
required.
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4. Submission of Application and Plans

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

Any person intending to carry out construction
shall submit an application to the urban
administration or designated organ.

The application to carry out construction shall
be made on an application form prepared by the
urban administration or designated organ and
shall consist of a design and report according to
the category of building in question.

The application shall be accompanied with a
reference to main roads and names of
prominent places.

The applicant shall submit proof of possession
rights to the land or property on which the
construction will take place.

The documents to be submitted shall be
sufficiently complete to determine compliance
with this Proclamation and other laws.

5. Planning Consent

1/

Any person intending to carry out construction
shall secure a planning consent prior to
submitting application for construction permit.

2/ After having received an application for a

planning consent a building officer shall grant a
written declaration for compliance or non-
compliance with the urban planning of the
urban center.

6. Approval of Plans

1/ A building officer shall check submitted plan

documents to ensure compliance with the
provisions of this Proclamation and other laws.
Approval of plans shall not be withheld on
account of requirements not included in this
Proclamation or other laws.



