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PROCLAMATION NO. 624/2009 

 
ETHIOPIAN BUILDING PROCLAMATION  

       
       

      WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to 
determine the minimum national standard for the 

construction or modification of buildings or alteration 

of their use in order to ensure public health and safety;   

 
 

     WHEREAS, sub-article (3) of Article 51 of the 

Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia empowers the Federal Government to 

establish and implement national standards and basic 

policy criteria for public health, education, as well as 

science and technology; 

    

      NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 

55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia it is hereby proclaimed as 

follows:  

 

PART ONE 

GENERAL 
 

1.   Short Title 

 

 
     This Proclamation may be cited as the “Ethiopian 

Building Proclamation No. 624/2009”.  

 

 

 

 

 

   qÜ_R "1 ُאዓ =ـ@ו�ףם�
�ዲ@ �0ֹג וያዝያ  !8 qN 2ְ1ך  ዓ.ו   
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        הጓץُהጓץُהጓץُהጓץُ        .2222

 
የ8ִ �ገֹו� የֳـየ ُץጉו የגያרጠው ካָ 
ֲ� 0ዚֱ �ዋጅ ው@ጥ፤ ץשׂـ@0 

 

�ףםየ ֳُד ”ץَ@nג“    /1 ከُדָ דـ 
� ץَ@nגው፤  

    

2/    “ׁ
ፃ” אֳ ֳُדBעያ፣ ֳּצת፣ ֳፋע�ካ 
ወይדֳ ו�ْውו ֶַ �ገָግֹُ የגውָ 
� ٍוֹ
ጊዜያዊ ግ וወይ גהּው፤ 

 
3/ “የׁ
ፃ vֳُד ”ו ይֱ

 �ዋጅ እ
ዲ 

ያ@ፈጽ0 וከـ@� דـዳደץ ወይـ0 ו 
� ውר אxـካָ የ� אየרው፤ 

 
4/ “የאـዘገ0 ֹבֳוያ” ָם ֳُדጣ
 ውֳוֹ 

�ካָ אـዝግz 0ዲዛይ
 ወይ0 וኮ
 ףُ@
ክֹּל
 የֹבֳוያ�ُ የםוክץ ወُשׂנ የרـ 
ጠው רው ወይ0 וዲዛይ
 ወይ0 וኮ
@ُ 

לክֹּף የ�דካע�ُ የוዝገֹםו וክץ ወנ 
� ጅُץጠው ድרـየ ُשׂው፤ 

 
5/ “የאـዘገ0 የףהּـ ףםጭ” ָם ֳُד 

ጣ
 ףהּـ ףםዝግz የאـ ው �ካֳָוֹ 
ጭ�ُ የוዝገֹו የו@ክץ ወُשׂנ የרـ 
ጠው ድץጅُ �ው፤ 

 

ׁ ’ድ� ‘4ו“ /6ፃ” 0 ֳُדRֳُ የኮ
ክُע 

ወይו የُנ� ወይףُ@ ٤ַֹ וክָْף 
ው<א ٤צካከָ ያֳው ץُה 7 ُשׂץ 
ወይו ከዚያ 0ٍ٤ የֲ�
�ֳוֹ ድ ፎ< ׁ
ፃ 
ወይד ו�ْውו ከRֳُ ፎ< 0ٍ٤ የֲ� 
የግָ אBעያ �ُ �ው፤ 

 

ׁ ’�‘ �ድו“ /7ፃ” 0 ֳُדRֳُ የኮ
ክُע 

ወይו የُנ� ወይףُ@ ٤ַֹ וክָْף 
ው<א ٤צካከָ ያֳው ُשׂץ ከ7 ץُה 
0ֶይ የֲ� ወይֳוֹ וRֳُ ፎ<� ከRֳُ 
ፎ< 0ֶይ የֲ��
ይ₪ፈדድ� ‘ּ’ የו0  
ׁ
ፃ ወይו0 וድ� ‘�’ የאـደ0 እ
ደָע 
@َُ ያֳ የ�ُِדָ ٤ �ው፤ 

 

ׁ ’ּ‘ �ድו“ /8ፃ” ֳُד የׁዝ� אገָገያ 

ወይוהּـ ו �ክ ׁ
ፃ፣ የፋע�ካ ወይו 
የወץክxፕ ׁ
ፃ ወይו ከُפא እ@ከ אጨ 
�0ֶይ የֲ ץُה ው ወֳָ ከፍٍው ከ02ךָנ 
�דْውו ׁ
ፃ �ው፤ 

 
9/ “ግ

ׁ @ዲ� ֳُד ”ٍוֹፃ אገ
 ُוֹ

ወይו �
ׁ ץוֹፃ
 ገָ� וወይ ָךָךָד 
ግֹً
� ወጥֳא ው፤ 

 
0/ “�@ጊ ׁ
ፃ” ֳُד ግ
 �דדـ@� ውٍוֹ

ያֲָ� ወይ0 וከፍـ= ደנጃ ֳእSُ �ደጋ 
የـጋֳጠ ወይו ֳጤ� ጠ
< የֲ� ׁ
ፃ 

 

2. Definitions 

 In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise 

requires:  

 

 
1/ “Ministry” means the Ministry of Works and 

Urban Development; 

 

2/ “building” means a permanent or temporary 

construction used for the purpose of dwelling, 

office, factory or for any other purpose; 

 

3/    “building officer” means a person appointed by 

an urban administration or designated organ to 

enforce this Proclamation; 

 

4/    “a registered professional” means a person who 
is issued with a certificate as a design or 

construction professional or a juridical person 

which is issued with a certificate as a design or 

construction consultant by the relevant body; 

 

 

5/  “a registered contractor” means a juridical 

person who is registered and issued with a work 

permit by the relevant authority as a contractor; 

 

 
6/   “category ‘A’ building” means a one story 

building with a span of 7 meters or less 

between two reinforced concrete, steel or other 

structural frames or any dwelling house not 

exceeding two stories; 

 

 

7/    “category ‘B’ building” means a building with 

a span of more than 7 meters between two 

reinforced concrete, steel or other structural 

frames or of two or more stories not covered in 

category ‘C’ or a real estate development of 
category ‘A’; 

 

8/    “category ‘C’ building” means any public or 

institutional building, factory or workshop 

building or any building with a height of more 

than 12 meters; 

 

 

9/    “construction” means the construction of a new 

building or the modification of an existing 

building or alteration of its use; 
 

10/   “dangerous building” means a building that is 

structurally unsafe or constitutes a special 

fire hazard or health risk; 

 

4�6)&4 
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�ው፤ 
      

01/ “የרـየא �ካָ” ֳُד ይֱ �ዋጅ ከከ 
0ُ
ֲג0 גፈጻـ ክָָ ውጪ דـ 
ጊዜ �ዋጁ
 እ
ዲያ@ፈጽ0 וክִָ 
የרגየו �ካָ �ው፤ 

 
�ר“    /02ድ” ֳُד ከׁ
ፃ ዲዛይ
� ግ
 ץጋ ٍוֹ

 ዘጋጀـየ וያ@ፈָግ ወይגያያዘ የـ0
ፕֶ
፣ עፖُץ፣ የዋጋ ግُו ወይד ו
= 
ውו የَክnክ ጉዳይ
 የגያ@נዳ ר�ድ �ው፤ 

 
03/   “የግָ אBעያ ׁ
ፃ” ֳُד ֳ�
ድ רـ�� 

�ያעBאُ የגያገֳግִ �
ድ ወይו ከ�
ድ 
0ֶይ ክፍֹ٤� የאፀዳጃ� የר�דያ �ገָግ 
ֹِ٤ ያִُ ֲB 0אBעያው <ጥץ ግּת 
ው@ጥ የגገ� የאኪ�
ያגבּד � עBאֳ 
ያ�ُ የגውִ ከዋ�ው �ُ የـ�ጠִ ክፍֹ 
٤
 ֵጨץו ይ٤ֶָ፤ 

 
 0ׁግ וው ወይר צፈጥـየ ֳُד ”ውר“ /04

የרው�� ጠው �ካָרـየ ُ�א ُው፤ 
 

05/ “ፕֶ

�የ ֳُד ”ድ
 ׁ
ፃ אጠ
፣ ዓይ� 
ُ� @ፋُ እ
ዲRו ׁ
ፃው የ0ُףטג
 
�@שSּׁשּׁ የ�ገ�
ዘዴ �וֹ የגያSይ 
ድፍ 
ወይז וዴָ ֲת
 የ�ץክَክْץ፣ የ@ُ 
 ካהካָ፣ የע፣ የኤַክُעـ፣ የSnץክْף
nካָ፣ የእSُ אከֶከָ� የַֹףם ٤ዎ٤
 

ድፍ ֵያካُُ ይ٤ֶָ፤ 

 
06/ “ክָָ” 0ׁ ֳُדገ א
ግًם �
 ጽשׂ


ֲת ክָָ אהּהּـየ ُנטא #7 የ� 
ዲ@ �0ֹו ከדـ እ� የድפዳዋ ከדـ 

٤צዳደـ@� ይጨָףו፤ 

 
07/ “የגבּ@דያ ُዕዛዝ” 0 ֳُד�
ድ የׁ 


ፃ ግ

እ ףם ካְድגzٍ የ ٍוֹዲּה 

እ וጥ ወይנዲּ0ׁ וב
ፃ vו ወይו 
0ׁ
ፃ בּـጣጣע የרגጥ ُዕዛዝ �ው፤ 

 
08/   “ፎ<” 0 ֳُדRֳُ ወֳֹא ٤ካከָ 

ወይו ከֶይ ֶַ ወֳָ ከֳַ 0ወֳִ� 
0ኰץn@ ָ�א ያֳው የׁ
ፃ ክፍָ 
�ው፤ 

 

09/ “የከـ@� דـዳደ0ׁ ֳُד ”ץግ ወይו 

א ውـከֳאג0ግٍםዊ �ካָ ውክ 
ָ� የከـ@� דـዳደָם ץጣ
� ግـ 
� ጠው �ካָרـየ ץוֹው፤ 

 
!/ “ከד ֳُד ”דـዘጋጃ �ُ የאהּהּـ 

0ُ ወይך2ְ ו ወይו ከዚያ 0ֶይ የׁ 
ዝ� ּׁשጥץ ያֳው� ከዚֱ ው@ጥ ּתያ
@ $ 
�ֲגየ ِא0ው የרው ٪ይָ ከግץ�� 
ውጭ 0ֲ� �ገגB የֲ ףדרـየ ףם 

 
11/   “designated organ” means an organ appointed by the 

concerned Regional State to enforce this 
Proclamation in areas outside of urban centers to 
which this Proclamation is applicable; 

 

12/     “document” means any plan, report, estimate 

or any other technical presentation required 

or prepared in connection with the design and 

construction of a building;   

 

13/   “private dwelling building” means a house 

containing one or more habitable rooms with 

sanitary and cooking facilities for the use of a 

single family and may include any garage 

and other domestic outbuildings within its 
site; 

 

 

14/    “person” means any natural or juridical  

                person; 

 

15/      “plan” means any drawing or model showing 

the extent, nature and size of a building and 

the materials and method of assembly to be 

used, and it may include architectural, 

structural, sanitary, electrical, mechanical, 
fire protection and other drawings; 

 

 

16/   “Regional State” means any regional state 

established in accordance with Article 47 of 

the Constitution of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis 

Ababa and Dire Dawa city administrations; 

 

17/   “stop order” means any order given by a 

building officer or by a building inspector to 

discontinue activities on a building 
construction site; 

 

18/      “story” means that part of a building which is 

situated between the top of any floor and the 

top of the floor next above it, or if there is no 

floor above it that portion between such floor 

and the ceiling; 

 

19/  “urban administration” means an organ to 

which powers and duties of administering an 

urban center have been given by law or 
delegated by the concerned government 

body; 

20/      “urban center” means any locality having a 

municipal administration or a population size 

of 2,000or more inhabitants, or which at least 

50% of its labour force has, primarily, 

engaged in non –agricultural activities. 

 

4�6)&5 
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0ُ �ካֹתּו �ው፡፡ 
 
3333.  .  .  .  የـፈጻג�ُ ወר
የـፈጻג�ُ ወר
የـፈጻג�ُ ወר
የـፈጻג�ُ ወר
    
 
     1/  ይֱ �ዋጅ 0גከִُـ ֶይ ـፈፃג 

ይֲ�ָ፤ 
 

�እ ך0ְ  /4 ከዚያ 0ֶይ �ዋעዎֻוֹ ٤ 
ْው ከ٤זـ፣ 

 
ֳ/   የ�ዋעዎ٢ْው ּׁשጥץ ከ0ְ0ٍ٤ ך 

0ֲ��
እ גፈፃـ ዲֲ
 גው 0ْוֹ
 ٤ַֹ _רወגው ክָָ 0ـከֳא
ከ٤זـ፣ 

 
             ּ/  ከከדـ ውጭ 0גገ� ֱዝ� የגገ 

ֳገָֹْוው ׁ
ፃዎ٤፣ የ�
ዱ@ُע 
ወይו የዘא�ዊ እ٤זהּـ ךָץ� 
የָע@َُ ׁ
ፃዎ٤፡፡ 

 
2/ ይֱ �ዋጅ 0גከִُـ ֶይ ـፈፃג 

�ይֲ
 ፣ו
 
      4/  �ዋጁ 0ፀ�
שׂ 0ُ ወይו ከዚያ    
           0ፊُ 0ـጠ�
ׁ שׂשׂፃ፣ 
      
      ֳ/ �ዋጁ ከፀ�
שׂ 0ُ 0ፊُ 0רـጠ 

የׁ
ፃ ግ
 ካְድ ֶይאፈ8ድ 0 ٍוֹ
�דገ� 0ג0ْውו ׁ
ፃ፣ 

            
  ּ/ ከ4ገץ ደֱ
�ُ ጋـ0 ץያያዘ እ� 


ክו 0ַֹ٤ያِ٤ �ዋጁ ـፈፃג 
እ
ዳይֲ
 ץክו ٤צُ@nג0ُ 0

רወג0 ُ� ׁ
ፃ፡፡  

 
3/   የዚֱ �

 ጽשׂዑ@ �

ጽ 2/ֳ/ ድשׂጋጌ 

 ፣וץBתּ
 

4/ ይֱ �ዋጅ ከאጽ�ً 0ፊُ 0ወጣ 
የׁ
ፃ ግ
 א0 ُנטא ፈ8ድ ٍוֹ
ካְድ ֶይ የגገ� ֲB ግ
 ው ይֱٍוֹ
�ዋጅ ከፀ�
שׂ 0ُ ጀמ0 צו@ُ 
ዓُא ጊዜ ው@ጥ ያָـጠ� שׂשׂ
ከֲ�፣ 

 
ֳ/ የ�ገָግֹُ ֳውጥ ጥያ� የץשׂג 

�ֳُ ֱ
ፃ ׁ
ፃው ֵרጠው ከٍ 

� 0ው �ገָግֹُרፃץ ደנጃው
 
የጠ0ֲׂא ש_
 ጋገጥ፣נדֳ 

 
ּ/ የእድSُ ፈ8ድ ጥያ� 0ֳُ�ץשׂג 

ֱ
ፃ ֶይ፣  
የከדـው �@ـዳደץ ወይו የרـየאው 
�ካָ ይֱ �ዋጅ ـፈጻג እ
ዲֲ
0ُ 
 ግ ይ٤ֶָ፡፡נድד

 

3. Scope of Application 

 
1/    This Proclamation shall apply to: 

 

 
a) urban centers that have 10,000 or more 

dwellers; 

 

b) other urban centers that have less than 

10,000 dwellers and to which this 

Proclamation shall be applicable in 

accordance with the decision made by the 

Regional State concerned; 

 

c) public buildings, or buildings which could 

be used for industrial or commercial scale 

agricultural occupancy or real-estate out 
side of urban centers. 

 

2/  This Proclamation may not apply to any 

building:  

 

a) completed on or before the effective date 

of this Proclamation; 

 

b) which is under construction with a 

building permit issued before the effective 

date of this Proclamation; 
 

c) exempted by the decision of the Council 

of Ministers for reasons related with 

national security and other purposes. 

 

 

3/   Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article 

2(b) of this Article, the urban administration or 

the designated organ may apply this 

Proclamation to: 

 

a) a building under construction with a build- 
ing permit issued before the effective date 

of the Proclamation if such construction is 

not completed within three years of the 

effective date of the Proclamation; 

 

 

b) in order to ensure the compliance of a 

building for which alteration of service is 

required with the service such building is 

sought to render; 

 
c) a building to which a renovation is 

required. 

         

 

 

 

4�6)&6 
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ክፍָ Rֳُክፍָ Rֳُክፍָ Rֳُክፍָ Rֳُ    
    ץዳደـ@�ץዳደـ@�ץዳደـ@�ץዳደـ@�

    
�ከ٢ָאד                ....4444 ፕֶ
�ከ٢ָאד�נ>דֳ@  ፕֶ
�ከ٢ָאד�נ>דֳ@  ፕֶ
�ከ٢ָאד�נ>דֳ@  ፕֶ
    �נ>דֳ@ 
  
      1/ የግ

ד ፈָግגካְድ የדֳ ףם ٍוֹ= 

ውר וው ֳከדـው �@ـዳደץ ወይו 
 �נ>ד ከ٢ָאד ው �ካָאየרـֳ
ይB0ָٍץ፡፡ 

 

2/ ׁ
ፃ
 ከ٢ָאד �ץשׂגየ ُוֹ
ገאֳ 
የከדـው �@ـዳደץ ወይו የרـየאው 
�ካָ ֳዚR �ֹ ֹוዘጋጀው <ፅ ُנטא 
ֲB ይֱו እ
ደ ׁ
ፃው וድ� �ይ�ُ 
ዲዛይ
�
ֲא የያዘ ُץፖע  �ֳ0ُ፡፡ 

 
 3/ ከָאדከ٢ው ጋ0 ץ�ዋS� ִֹו @ፍף 

ዎ٤ የגገ� ዋ�
א ገዶ٤
� የٍወּׁש 
zٍዎ٤
 >א ጃዎ٤נא ገָፁגየ ו@ 
 ዋָ፡፡ْוֹץይB �נ

 

ׁ ካ٠ָא� /4 ፃ 0גገ� וzٍ ወይ 0ُוֹ

0

እ ُ�א ይ የይዞֶٍ ًנ�ዳֳው 
የגያנጋግጥ נ@דጃ נ>ד� ይB0ץ 
ָٍ፡፡ 

  
 5/ የט ُשּץשׂג�ዶ٤ 0ዚֱ �ዋጅ� 0ַ 

ֹ٤ ׁጐ٤ የֳאـከًُ ֶٍْחאው
 

ֲא ִחـR¡ٍ የ שጋገጥ 00ּׂנדֳ 
ይBْוֹץዋָ፡፡ 

 
5555....    የፕֶ
�וו@ ُየፕֶ
�וו@ ُየፕֶ
�וו@ ُየፕֶ
�וו@ ُ    
    
 1/ ግ

ד ፈָግגካְድ የדֳ ٍוֹ=ውו 

 ከ٢ָאד ግCُדֳ ፈ8ድ ٍוֹ
ው የግר
ከשׂ@� שּנ>דድז የፕֶ
 ግד ُ�וו@ 
Cُ ይB0ָٍץ፡፡ 

 
 2/ የׁ
ፃ vב ֳፕֶ
�וו@ ُ የׂ0ֳُנש
 


ው ፕֶדـከከ 0¢ֶ נאנאከ ከ٢ָאד ጋץ 
የגጣጣו ወይו የדይጣጣֲאֳ@ ו_ 
የጽRፍ נדጋገጫ ይרጣָ፡፡ 

 
 
6666....            ፕֶ
    >ፀደ@דֳ@ 
ፀደ<ፕֶ@דֳ@ 
ፀደ<ፕֶ@דֳ@ 
ፀደ<ፕֶ@דֳ@ 
    
    1/ የׁ
ፃ vב የׂ0ֳُנש
 የፕֶ
�ט ድ 

0ዚֱ �ዋጅ� 0ַֹ٤ ׁጎ٤ ከֳאـከًُ 
ድ
ጋጌዎ٤ ጋץ የـጣጣֲא א_
 ጋנד 
ገጥ ይB0ָٍץ፡፡ 0ዚֱ �ዋጅ ወይ0ַ ו 
ֹ٤ ׁጎ٤ ያָـካאא ًـዘ=ዎ٤
 ክו 

ያُ 0דድנግ �
ድ ፕֶ
 እ
ዳይፀድ< 
 ፡፡וግ �ይ٤ָנድד

 

PART TWO 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

4. Submission of Application and Plans 
 
1/    Any person intending to carry out construction 

shall submit an application to the urban 

administration or designated organ. 

   

 

2/    The application to carry out construction shall 

be made on an application form prepared by the 

urban administration or designated organ and 

shall consist of a design and report according to 

the category of building in question. 

   

3/    The application shall be accompanied with a 
reference to main roads and names of 

prominent places. 

 

 

 

4/  The applicant shall submit proof of possession 

rights to the land or property on which the 

construction will take place.  

 

 

5/ The documents to be submitted shall be 
sufficiently complete to determine compliance 

with this Proclamation and other laws. 

 

 

5.  Planning Consent 
 

 

1/  Any person intending to carry out construction 

shall secure a planning consent prior to 

submitting application for construction permit.  

 

 
2/ After having received an application for a 

planning consent a building officer shall grant a 

written declaration for compliance or non-

compliance with the urban planning of the 

urban center.  

 

6.  Approval of Plans 

 
     1/ A building officer shall check submitted plan 

documents to ensure compliance with the 

provisions of this Proclamation and other laws.  
Approval of plans shall not be withheld on 

account of requirements not included in this 

Proclamation or other laws.  

 

 

 

4�6)&7 

 


