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ACT NO. 11 OF 2021

I assent.

J. K. KONROTE

President

[7 June 2021]

AN ACT

TO AMEND THE POLITICAL PARTIES (REGISTRATION, CONDUCT,
FUNDING AND DISCLOSURES) ACT 2013

ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of Fiji—

Short title and commencement
1.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Political Parties (Registration, Conduct, Funding
and Disclosures) (Amendment) Act 2021.

(2) This Act comes into force on a date or dates appointed by the Minister by notice
in the Gazette.

(3) In this Act, the Political Parties (Registration, Conduct, Funding and Disclosures)
Act 2013 is referred to as the “Principal Act”.

Section 2 amended
2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is amended by —

(a) deleting the definition of “election” and substituting the following —
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election” has the meaning given in section 2 of the Electoral Act 2014;”;
and
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(b) after the definition of “political party”, inserting the following new
definition—
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polling day” has the meaning given in section 2 of the Electoral Act 2014;”.

Section 3 amended

3. Section 3 of the Principal Act is amended by —

(a) in subsection (4) after “registered under this Act”, inserting “including the
names, terms of office and contact details of the office holders and the bank
account details of each political party, the names and contact details of the
auditor and legal advisor of each political party,”; and

(b) after subsection (4), inserting the following new subsection—

“(5) The Registrar must update the Register annually.”.

Section 7 amended
4. Section 7 of the Principal Act is amended by deleting “on the day of the issue of the
writ for Parliamentary election and ending on the” and substituting “at the time and day
on which the writ for a general election is issued and ending at the time and”.

Section 10 amended
5. Section 10 of the Principal Act is amended after subsection (5) by inserting the
following new subsections —

“(6) Apolitical party must open a bank account within 90 days of its registration
and provide the bank account details to the Registrar.

(7) Apolitical party registered under this Act at the commencement of the Political
Parties (Registration, Conduct, Funding and Disclosures) (Amendment) Act 2021,
must, within 60 days of the commencement, open a bank account and provide the
bank account details to the Registrar.

(8) If a political party registered under this Act at the commencement of the
Political Parties (Registration, Conduct, Funding and Disclosures) (Amendment)
Act 2021 has a bank account, the political party is not required to open a new bank
account but must, within 60 days of the commencement, provide the bank account
details to the Registrar.

(9) Ifthere is a change in the bank account details, the political party must notify
the Registrar of the change as soon as practicable.”.

Section 14 amended

6. Section 14 of the Principal Act is amended by —
(a) in the heading, deleting “in a political party”’; and

(b) in subsection (1)(c) after “office”, inserting “in an election”.
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Section 16 amended

7. Section 16(2) of the Principal Act is amended by deleting “expenditure including,
all contributions, donations or pledges of contributions or donations, whether in cash or
in kind, made or to be made to the initial assets of the political party” and substituting
“liabilities incurred and income and expenditure including all contributions, donations
or pledges of contributions or donations, whether in cash or in kind, made or to be made
to the political party™.

Section 21 amended

8. Section 21 of the Principal Act is amended by —

(a)

(b)

(c)

in subsection (1), deleting paragraph (c¢) and substituting the following—
“(c) income derived from any building owned by a political party.”;
deleting subsection (2) and substituting the following—

“(2) The sources of funds for an independent candidate must only be
from voluntary contributions, donations, bequests and grants from a lawful
source, not being from a foreign government, intergovernmental or non-
governmental organisation.”; and

in subsection (3)—
(1) after “party”, inserting *“, a candidate”; and

(i) after “source”, inserting “including the name and address of the
source”.

Section 23 amended

9. Section 23 of the Principal Act is amended by —

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

in subsection (1)—

(i) deleting “30 days” and substituting “90 days”;

(ii) in paragraph (a)(ii), deleting *“;” and substituting “.”; and
(iii) deleting paragraphs (b) and (c);

deleting subsection (2) and substituting the following—

“(2) Any information provided to the Registrar under subsection (1)
must be made available at the office of the Registrar in Suva for inspection
by members of the public upon payment of an approved fee.”;

deleting subsection (3); and
deleting subsection (4) and substituting the following—

“(4) A political party that fails to comply with subsection (1) is liable
to a penalty of $100 for each day the non-compliance continues, and if
the political party is still non-compliant after 30 days, the Registrar must
deregister the political party.”.



