
 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CIVIL REGISTRATION (VITAL STATISTICS) BILL, 2020 

No.      of 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Civil Registration (Vital Statistics) Bill, 2020 3 No.     of 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 No.       of 2020 4 Civil Registration (Vital Statistics) Bill, 2020 

 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

CIVIL REGISTRATION (VITAL STATISTICS) BILL, 2020 

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES 

 

CLAUSES 

PART I 

 

PRELIMINARY 

 

1. Short title and commencement ................................................................................................. 8 

2. Interpretation ............................................................................................................................ 8 

3. Purposes of the Act ................................................................................................................ 10 

4. Application of the Act ............................................................................................................ 10 

5. Registration generally ............................................................................................................ 10 

6. Appointment of Registrar ....................................................................................................... 11 

7. Transfer of records relating to vital statistics ......................................................................... 11 

8. Duty to maintain register ........................................................................................................ 11 

9. Register books not in use to be properly kept ........................................................................ 12 

 

PART III 

 

VITAL STATISTICS REGISTRATION 

 

10. Administrative fundamentals ................................................................................................. 12 

11. Notification of births and stillbirths ....................................................................................... 12 

12. Particulars of notification of Births and stillbirths ................................................................. 13 

13. Registration of births .............................................................................................................. 14 

14. Registration of child born to unmarried parents ..................................................................... 15 



 Civil Registration (Vital Statistics) Bill, 2020 5 No.     of 2020 

15. Re-registration to include particulars of father....................................................................... 15 

16. Late registration ..................................................................................................................... 16 

17. Finding of an abandoned child ............................................................................................... 17 

18. Registration of an abandoned child ........................................................................................ 17 

19. Name of child ......................................................................................................................... 18 

20. Baptismal names .................................................................................................................... 19 

 

PART IV 

 

REGISTRATION OF ADOPTIONS 

 

21. Registration of adoption ......................................................................................................... 19 

22. Privacy of adoption records ................................................................................................... 20 

 

PART V 

 

CHANGE OF NAMES 

 

23. Application to change name ................................................................................................... 21 

24. Application to Registrar for change of child’s name ............................................................. 21 

25. Hearing of application ............................................................................................................ 22 

26. Registration of change of name .............................................................................................. 22 

27. Entries to be made on register ................................................................................................ 22 

28. Change of name by repute or usage ....................................................................................... 22 

29. Deed poll ................................................................................................................................ 22 

 

PART VI 

REGISTRATION OF DEATHS  

 

30. Obligation to notify and register death ................................................................................... 23 

31. Coroner to communicate with Registrar after inquest ............................................................ 24 

32. Requirement for certificate prior to interment ....................................................................... 24 



 No.       of 2020 6 Civil Registration (Vital Statistics) Bill, 2020 

PART VII 

 

INTERMENT OF THE DEAD AND RELATED MATTERS 

 

33. Registration of death prior to removal of body from the State ............................................... 25 

34. Grant of permissive warrant to bury ...................................................................................... 25 

35. Notification of deaths in certain circumstances ..................................................................... 25 

36. Registration of death after six months .................................................................................... 25 

37. Issue of forms to medical practitioners .................................................................................. 25 

38. Register of Marriages and Register of Divorces .................................................................... 26 

39. Registration of marriages ....................................................................................................... 26 

40. Late registration of marriage .................................................................................................. 27 

 

PART VIII 

 

REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

 

41. Marriage certificates .............................................................................................................. 27 

42. Registration of Divorces ........................................................................................................ 27 

43. Neglect or refusal to issue certificate by medical practitioner ............................................... 28 

 

PART IX 

 

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

 

44. Failure to register birth, death, marriage, divorce, adoption or change of name .................... 28 

45. Unlawful access to the register .............................................................................................. 28 

46. Wilful destruction, counterfeiting or forging of record .......................................................... 28 

47. Penalty for false statement ..................................................................................................... 29 

48. Recovery of penalties and service of summons ..................................................................... 29 

49. Penalty excluded in certain cases ........................................................................................... 30 

50. Imposition of criminal penalties by Magistrate ...................................................................... 30 


