
CRIMINAL CODE, 1960 (ACT 29) 

(Consolidated up to 1999. Adopted by the Attorney-General's Office) 

As amended by 

THE CRIMINAL CODE (REPEAL OF CRIMINAL LIBEL AND SEDITIOUS LAWS) 

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2001 (ACT 602). 

THE CRIMINAL CODE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2003 (ACT 646). 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Section 

PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER 1—PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

1. Interpretation 

2.  Provisions Relating to a Company and its Officers 

3.  Definition of Public Officer, etc. 

4.  General Rules of Construction 

5. Application of Part I to Other Offences 

6. Jurisdiction Over Territorial Waters 

7. Acts done Partly Beyond the Jurisdiction 

8.  Exclusion of Common Law 

9.  Offences under more than one Enactment 

10.  Saving for Contempt of Court 

CHAPTER 2—GENERAL EXPLANATIONS 

11.   Provisions Relating to Intent 

12.   Provisions Relating to Negligence 

13.   Provisions Relating to Causing an Event 

14.   Provisions relating to consent 

15.   Provisions relating to claim of right 

16.   Provisions relating to fraud 

17.  Provisions relating to the meaning and use of threats 

CHAPTER 3—ATTEMPTS TO COMMIT CRIMINAL 

18.   Provisions relating to attempts to commit crimes 

19.   Preparation for committing certain crimes 

CHAPTER 4—ABETMENT AND CONSPIRACY 

20. Abetment of crime, and trial and punishment of abettor 

21. Cases where one crime is abetted and a different crime is committed 

22. Duty to prevent a felony 

23. Conspiracy 

24. Punishment for conspiracy  

25. Harbouring criminal 

CHAPTER 5—GENERAL EXEMPTIONS 

26. When an infant is incapable of committing crime  

27. When an insane person is entitled to special verdict  

28. Criminal liability of intoxicated person 

29. Ignorance or mistake of fact or of law 

PART II—OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON 

CHAPTER I—JUSTIFIABLE FORCE AND HARM 

30.  Justification for force or harm 

31. Grounds on which force or harm may be justified 

32.  General limits of justifiable force or harm 

33.  Use of force by authority of enactment 

34. Use of force in execution of sentence or order of a Court  

35. Use of force by peace officer, or by judicial or official authority for preservation of order 

36. Use of force in arrest, detention or recapture of any person according to law. 



37. Use of force for prevention of, or defence against, crime, etc. 

38. Unlawful fights. 

39. Use of force for defence of property or possession overcoming obstruction of legal right. 

40. Use of force for preserving order on board a vessel. 

41. Use of force in correcting a child, servant, or other similar person for misconduct. 

42. Use of force in case of consent of the person against whom it is used 

43. Use of force against third person interfering in case of justifiable use of force 

44. Use of additional force for the exercise of justifiable force. 

45. Justification of person aiding another in use of justifiable force 

46. Murder 

47. Definition of murder 

48. Attempt to commit murder 

49. Attempt to commit murder by convict 

49A. Genocide 

50.  Manslaughter 

51.  Definition of manslaughter 

52. Cases in which intentional homicide is reduced to manslaughter.  

53.  Matters which amount to provocation 

54. Cases in which benefit of provocation is excluded 

55.  Mistake as to matter or provocation 

56.  Mistake as to person giving provocation 

Suicide and Abortion 

57.  Abetment of suicide attempted suicide 

58.  Abortion 

59.  Explanation as to causing abortion 

Causing Harm to Child at Birth and Concealment of Birth 

60.  Causing harm to child at birth 

61.  Explanation as to causing harm to child at birth 

62.  Concealment of body of child 

63.  Explanation as to concealment of body of child 

64.  Special Provisions as to causing death 

65.  Special provision as to abetment of homicide  

66. Explanation as to a child as the object of homicide 

67.  Saving in case of medical or surgical treatment 

68. Special provision as to jurisdiction in case of homicide 

CHAPTER 3—CRIMINAL HARM TO THE PERSON  

69.  Causing harm 

69A. Female circumcision 

70.  Use of offensive weapon 

71.  Exposing child to harm 

72.  Negligently causing harm 

73. Person in charge of dangerous thing; surgeon, etc., negligently causing harm or danger. 

74. Threat of harm 

75. Threat of death 

76. Definition of unlawful harm 

77. Explanation as to causing harm by omission 

78. Cases in which a person is under duty to prevent harm to another. 

79. Cases of duty to give another person assess to necessaries of health and life. 

80. Explanation as to office, etc. 

81. Exceptions from general provisions as to causing an event 

82. Special provision as to medical or surgical treatment 

83. Causing harm by hindering escape from wreck, etc. 



CHAPTER 4—ASSAULT AND SIMILAR OFFENCES 

84. Assault 

85. Different kinds of assault 

86. Definition of and provision relating to assault and battery 

87. Definition of and provisions relating to assault without actual battery. 

88. Definition of and provision relating to imprisonment 

88A. Cruel customs or practices in relation to bereaved spouses, etc. 

CHAPTER 5—KIDNAPPING, ABDUCTION AND SIMILAR OFFENCES 

89. Kidnapping 

90. Definition of kidnapping 

91. Abduction of child under eighteen 

92. Definition of abduction  

93. Child-stealing 

94. Definition of child-stealing 

95. Special provision as to child-stealing and abduction 

96. Abandonment of infant 

CHAPTER 6—SEXUAL OFFENCES 

97. Rape 

98. Definition of rape 

99. Evidence of carnal knowledge. 

100. Effect of void or voidable marriage with respect to consent 

101.  Defilement of child under sixteen years of age 

102.  Carnal knowledge 

103.  Indecent assault 

104.  Unnatural carnal knowledge 

105.  Incest 

106. Householder, permitting defilement of child on his premises  

107.  Procuration 

108. Causing or encouraging the seduction or prostitution of a child under sixteen. 

109.  Compulsion of marriage 

110.  Custody of child under sixteen years of age 

111.  Power of search for child detained for immoral purpose 

CHAPTER 7—LIBEL 

112.  Negligent and intentional libel 

113.  Cases in which a person is guilty of libel 

114.  Definition of defamatory matter 

115.  Definition of publication 

116.  Definition of unlawful publication 

117. When publication of defamatory matter is absolutely privileged.  

118. When publication of defamatory matter is conditionally privileged. 

119.  Explanation as to good faith 

PART III—OFFENCES AGAINST RIGHTS OF PROPERTY 

CHAPTER 1—OFFENCES INVOLVING DISHONESTY 

General Provisions 

120. Explanation as to dishonest appropriation 

121. Provisions relating to part owners 

122. Acts which amount to appropriation 

123. Things in respect of which stealing, etc., can be committed 

Stealing 

124. Stealing  

125. Definition of stealing  

126. Consent by wife in case of stealing  



127. Explanation as to stealing of thing found 

Fraudulent Breach of Trust 

128. Fraudulent breach of trust 

129. Definition of fraudulent breach of trust 

130. Explanation as to a gratuitous trustee 

False Pretences and Other Frauds 

131. Defrauding by false pretence 

132. Definition of defrauding by false pretences 

133. Definition of and provisions relating to a false pretence 

134. Explanation as to personation 

135. Provisions relating to fictitious trading 

136. Distinction between stealing and false pretences 

137. Charlatanic advertisements in newspapers 

138. Fraud as to weights and measures 

139. Improper removal of or dealing with stamps on postal matter, etc. 

140. Falsification of accounts, etc. 

141. Fraud in sale or mortgage of land 

142. Fraud as to boundaries or documents 

143. Fraud as to thing pledged or taken in execution 

144. Fraud in removing goods to evade legal process 

145. Fraud by agents 

Receiving 

146. Dishonestly receiving property obtained or appropriated by offence. 

147. Explanation as to dishonest receiving 

148. Having possession of stolen, etc., property. 

Robbery and Extortion 

149. Robbery 

150. Definition of robbery 

151. Extortion 

Unlawful entry, etc. 

152. Unlawful entry 

153. Explanation as to unlawful entry 

154. Instruments intended or adapted for unlawful entry 

155. Being on premises for unlawful purpose 

156. Definition of owner and occupier 

157. Trespass 

CHAPTER 2—FORGERY 

158.  Forgery of judicial or official document 

159.  Forgery of other documents 

160.  Forging hall mark on gold or silver plate, or bullion 

161.  Forging trade mark, etc. 

162. Forgery of and other offences relating to stamps 

163.  Definition of trade mark and official document 

164.  Special provisions relating to forgery 

165.  Being in possession of means of forging 

166.  Possessing forged documents, etc. 

167. Explanation as to possession or doing any act with respect to document or stamp. 

168.  Definition of counterfeiting 

169.  Uttering forged documents, etc. 

170.  Imitation of forged document, etc., need not be perfect 

171. Special provision as to jurisdiction 

CHAPTER 3—UNLAWFUL DAMAGE 



172.  Causing unlawful damage 

173.  Definition of damage 

174.  Explanation of unlawful damage 

175.  Explanation as to amount of damage 

176.  Poisoning or using dynamite in river 

177. Construction of repairs endangering train, vessel or aircraft  

178. Intentionally endangering train, vessel or aircraft 

179.  Interference with signal, etc. 

179A. Causing loss, damage or injury to property 

179B. Import of explosives 

179C. Using public office for profit 

179D. Penalty 

PART IV—OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER, HEALTH AND MORALITY 

CHAPTER 1—OFFENCES AGAINST THE SAFETY OF THE STATE 

180. Treason 

181. Misprison of treason 

182. Treason felony 

182A. Power to prohibit certain organisations 

183. Power to prohibit importation or publication of newspaper: sedition, etc. 

183A. Limitation on institution of proceedings 

183B. Offence and penalty for unqualified persons sitting or voting in Parliament. 

184.  Insulting the National Flag and emblem 

185. False reports injuring the reputation of the State 

186.  Aiding or permitting escape of prisoner of war 

187. Abetment of mutiny, or desertion, or assault by sailor, soldier or airman. 

188.  Abetment of insubordination by sailor, etc. 

189.  Unlawful training 

190.  Evasion of naval, military or air service 

191.  Taking or administering unlawful oath 

192.  Possession of Explosives, Firearms and Ammunition without Lawful Excuse 

CHAPTER 2—PIRACY 

193. Piracy 

194. Punishment for piracy 

195. Hijacking and attack on international communications 

CHAPTER 3—OFFENCES AGAINST THE PEACE 

196.  Definition of riot 

197.  Definition of violence 

198.  Riot 

199.  Rioting with weapons 

200.  Provocation of riot 

201.  Definition of unlawful assembly 

202.  Unlawful assembly 

202A. Forcible entry 

203. Challenging or agreeing to fight with weapons 

204. Disturbance of lawful assembly 

205.  Assault, etc., on public officer 

206. Carrying offensive weapons 

207. Offensive conduct conducive to breaches of peace 

208. Publication of false news with intent to cause fear and alarm 

209. Discharging guns, etc., in town 

CHAPTER 4—OFFENCES CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 

Perjury and similar Offences 


