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Kuowon kat epapuoyn the SuuBaone twv Hvwugvwv
Ebvayv katd tou AigbvikoUu Opyavwusvou EykAnua-
TOC Kal TwV TPV MowTOKOAAWV QuThHG Kat ouva-
peic dlatdEeic.

O NPOEAPOZ
THZ EAAHNIKHZ AHMOKPATIAZ

Exkd{doue Tov akdAouBo vouo 1ou Yriploe n BouAr:
ApOpo MpwWTO

Kupwvetal kat €xet v 1oxy, rou opilel to dpbpo 28
nap. 1 Tou Zuvtdyuatog, n ZUuBaon katd tou Alebvikou
Opyavwuévou EykA\iuatog, mou dvolEe yia uroypagn
oto MaAéppo Itahiag otig 12-15 AskeuBpiouv 2000 kat
Ta tpia MpwTtékoAAa autng, RToL:

To MpwTtdkoAAo yia tnv MpdAnyn, KataoTtoAn kat Ti-
uwpia ™g Alakivnong Mpoownwy, I1daitepa Muvalkwv
kat Nawdwyv kat 1o MpwtdkoAAo katd tng Aabpaiag
Awakivnong Metavaotwv and t M, Ty ©dAacoa kat Tov
Aépaq, ou dvolEav yla uroypaen oto MaAépuo Itaiiag
otig 12-15 AekeuBpiou 2000, kaOWQ Kat To MpwTAKoAAO
KATd TNG Mapdvoung KaTaoKeung Kat dlakivnong rupo-
BOAWV OMAWY, TUNUATWY KAl CUCTATIKWY TOUG KAl TIUPO-
MaxIkwv, ou dvolEe yia untoypagn otn Néa Yopkn oTig
2 louAiou 2001, To Keluevo Twv omoiwy, o TMPWTOTUTIO
otV ayyAkn Kat YaAAk YAWooa Kal og puetdgpaon
otnv eAANVIKN €xel wg eENG:
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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/55/383)]

55/25. United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 53/111 of 9 December 1998, in which it decided to
establish an open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc committee for the purpose of
elaborating a comprehensive international convention against transnational
organized crime and of discussing the elaboration, as appropriate, of international
instruments addressing trafficking in women and children, combating the illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and
ammunition, and illegal trafficking in and transporting of migrants, including by
sea,

Recalling also its resolution 54/126 of 17 December 1999, in which it
requested the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime to continue its work, in accordance with resolutions
53/111 and 53/114 of 9 December 1998, and to intensify that work in order to
complete it in 2000,

Recalling further its resolution 54/129 of 17 December 1999, in which it
accepted with appreciation the offer of the Government of Italy to host a high-level
political signing conference in Palermo for the purpose of signing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention)
and the protocols thereto, and requested the Secretary-General to schedule the
conference for a period of up to one week before the end of the Millennium
Assembly in 2000,

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Poland for submitting to it at
its fifty-first session a first draft United Nations convention against transnational
organized crime' and for hosting the meeting of the inter-sessional open-ended
intergovernmental group of experts, established pursuant to resolution 52/85 of
12 December 1997, on the elaboration of a preliminary draft of a possible
comprehensive international convention against transnational organized crime, held
in Warsaw from 2 to 6 February 1998,

L A/C.3/51/7, annex.
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Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Argentina for hosting the
informal preparatory meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee, held in Buenos Aires from
31 August to 4 September 1998,

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Thailand for hosting the
Asia-Pacific Ministerial Seminar on Building Capacities for Fighting Transnational
Organized Crime, held in Bangkok on 20 and 21 March 2000,

Deeply concerned by the negative economic and social implications related to
organized criminal activities, and convinced of the urgent need to strengthen
cooperation to prevent and combat such activities more effectively at the national,
regional and international levels,

Noting with deep concern the growing links between transnational organized
crime and terrorist crimes, taking into account the Charter of the United Nations and
the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly,

Determined to deny safe havens to those who engage in transnational
organized crime by prosecuting their crimes wherever they occur and by cooperating
at the international level,

Strongly convinced that the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime will constitute an effective tool and the necessary legal framework
for international cooperation in combating, inter alia, such criminal activities as
money-laundering, corruption, illicit trafficking in endangered species of wild flora
and fauna, offences against cultural heritage and the growing links between
transnational organized crime and terrorist crimes,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,? which carried out its work at
the headquarters of the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention in Vienna, and commends the Ad Hoc Committee for its work;

2. Adopts the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, and the Protocol against the Smuggling of
Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime annexed to the present resolution, and opens
them for signature at the High-level Political Signing Conference to be held in
Palermo, Italy, from 12 to 15 December 2000 in accordance with resolution 54/129;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a comprehensive report on the
High-level Political Signing Conference to be held in Palermo in accordance with
resolution 54/129;

4.  Notes that the Ad Hoc Committee has not yet completed its work on the
draft Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their
Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;

5.  Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to continue its work in relation to this
draft Protocol, in accordance with resolutions 53/111, 53/114 and 54/126, and to
finalize such work as soon as possible;

2 AJAC.254/34.
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6. Calls upon all States to recognize the links between transnational
organized criminal activities and acts of terrorism, taking into account the relevant
General Assembly resolutions, and to apply the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime in combating all forms of criminal activity, as
provided therein;

7. Recommends that the Ad Hoc Committee established by the General
Assembly in its resolution 51/210 of 17 December 1996, which is beginning its
deliberations with a view to developing a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism, pursuant to resolution 54/110 of 9 December 1999, should
take into consideration the provisions of the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime;

8.  Urges all States and regional economic organizations to sign and ratify
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the
protocols thereto as soon as possible in order to ensure the speedy entry into force
of the Convention and the protocols thereto;

9. Decides that, until the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
established pursuant to the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime decides otherwise, the account referred to in article 30 of the
Convention will be operated within the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Fund, and encourages Member States to begin making adequate
voluntary contributions to the above-mentioned account for the provision to
developing countries and countries with economies in transition of the technical
assistance that they might require for implementation of the Convention and the
protocols thereto, including for the preparatory measures needed for that
implementation;

10. Decides also that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime will complete its tasks arising
from the elaboration of the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime by holding a meeting well before the convening of the first session
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, in order to prepare the draft text
of the rules of procedure for the Conference of the Parties and other rules and
mechanisms described in article 32 of the Convention, which will be communicated
to the Conference of the Parties at its first session for consideration and action;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to designate the Centre for International
Crime Prevention of the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention to serve as the secretariat for the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention in accordance with article 33 of the Convention;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the Centre for
International Crime Prevention with the resources necessary to enable it to promote
in an effective manner the expeditious entry into force of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and to discharge the functions of
secretariat of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, and to support the Ad
Hoc Committee in its work pursuant to paragraph 10 above.

62nd plenary meeting
15 November 2000
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Annex |

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Article 1
Statement of purpose

The purpose of this Convention is to promote cooperation to prevent and
combat transnational organized crime more effectively.

Article 2
Use of terms

For the purposes of this Convention:

(@) “Organized criminal group” shall mean a structured group of three or
more persons, existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of
committing one or more serious crimes or offences established in accordance with
this Convention, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other
material benefit;

(b) “Serious crime” shall mean conduct constituting an offence punishable
by a maximum deprivation of liberty of at least four years or a more serious penalty;

(c) “Structured group” shall mean a group that is not randomly formed for
the immediate commission of an offence and that does not need to have formally
defined roles for its members, continuity of its membership or a developed
structure;

(d) “Property” shall mean assets of every kind, whether corporeal or
incorporeal, movable or immovable, tangible or intangible, and legal documents or
instruments evidencing title to, or interest in, such assets;

(e) “Proceeds of crime” shall mean any property derived from or obtained,
directly or indirectly, through the commission of an offence;

(f)  “Freezing” or “seizure” shall mean temporarily prohibiting the transfer,
conversion, disposition or movement of property or temporarily assuming custody
or control of property on the basis of an order issued by a court or other competent
authority;

(g) “Confiscation”, which includes forfeiture where applicable, shall mean
the permanent deprivation of property by order of a court or other competent
authority;

(h) “Predicate offence” shall mean any offence as a result of which proceeds
have been generated that may become the subject of an offence as defined in
article 6 of this Convention;

(i) “Controlled delivery” shall mean the technique of allowing illicit or
suspect consignments to pass out of, through or into the territory of one or more
States, with the knowledge and under the supervision of their competent authorities,
with a view to the investigation of an offence and the identification of persons
involved in the commission of the offence;

() “Regional economic integration organization” shall mean an organization
constituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its member States have



