
No 70/2007  
YOUTH ACT 

THE PRESIDENT OF ICELAND 

makes public: Althingi has approved this Act and I confirm it with my assent:  

 
CHAPTER I 

General provisions 
Article 1 

    The purpose of this act is to support children and young people for participation in 
youth activities. Youth activities are organised club or leisure activities intended for 
children and young people to use their spare time working in concert for ideals, goals 
and interests which they themselves value. In all organised youth activity social, 
preventive, pedagogic and educational values should be considered, aiming to enhance 
the personal qualities and democratic awareness of participants. All activities involving 
children and young people should focus on their well-being and encourage them to show 
initiative and active participation. This act is intended for youth activities for children 
and young people, especially aged 6 to 25. 

Article 2 
    This act covers: 
    1.    The operation of clubs and club organisations that manage youth activities on an 
open voluntary basis, provided that the clubs and organisations are based first and 
foremost on volunteer work and self financing.  
    2. Youth activities run by the national authorities, municipalities and schools, as far as 
applicable and where no other laws or regulations apply.  
    3.    Other operations that focus mostly on unaffiliated youth in organised youth 
activities.  

Article 3 
    The national authorities and municipalities will, in co-operation with youth clubs and 
youth organisations support young people in participating in a diverse youth activities 
possible. State funding for the operation of the youth organisation is subject to 
parliamentary decision in the general budget. 
    Funding for the operation of local youth clubs and youth organisations depends on 
decisions made regarding the municipal budget plans. 

 
Chapter II 

Governing of youth affairs 
Article 4 

    The Minister of Education is the highest authority on youth affairs according to this 
act. 

 



Article 5 
    The Minister appoints nine representatives to the Youth Council. Five representatives 
are appointed according to recommendations made by youth organisations, as further 
stipulated in a regulation. Two representatives shall be appointed by the Association of 
Municipal Authorities in Iceland. The Minister appoints the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman for the Youth Council without recommendations. The appointment term in the 
Youth Council is two years. 

Article 6 
    The purpose of the Youth Council is to: 
    1.    Consult the national authorities and municipalities on youth affairs.  
    2.    Recommend focus areas and policies in youth affairs.  
    3.    Give advice and opinion on issues regarding youth activities.  
    4.    Seek ways to enhance and improve youth activities of clubs, organisations schools 
and municipalities and encourage cooperation between these groups in the field of youth 
affairs.  
    5.    Plan meetings and conferences on youth affairs.  
    6.    Participate in foreign cooperation on youth affairs as determined by the Minister.  
    7.     Promote training and education for leaders, instructors and volunteers.  
    8.    Conduct any other business assigned to it by the Minister.  
    The Minister may issue more detailed regulations regarding the operation of the Youth 
Council. 
    Expenses incurred through work and projects of the Youth Council shall be paid from 
the State Treasury. 

 
PART III 

Youth Fund 
Article 7 

    The Parliament allocates funds annually to the Youth Fund for promoting youth 
activities. The Youth Fund may receive independent donations. 

Article 8 
    The Board of the Youth Fund shall have three Directors appointed for a term of two 
years. The Chairman of the Youth Council is the Chairman of the Youth Fund, but the 
Council appoints two Directors and two Alternates. The Minister appoints one of the 
Directors of the Youth Fund as Vice-Chairman. 

Article 9 
    The purpose of the Youth Fund is to support the following projects carried out by 
youth clubs and youth organisations: 
    1.    Special projects for children and young people and/or with their active 
participation.  
    2.    Training of leaders, instructors and volunteers.  
    3.    Innovations and development projects.  
    4.    Joint actions  of youth clubs and youth organisations.  
    The Minister allocates grants from the Youth Fund after receiving recommendations 


