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About this compilation 

This compilation 

This is a compilation of the Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 

1977 that shows the text of the law as amended and in force on 22 June 2022 

(the compilation date). 

The notes at the end of this compilation (the endnotes) include information 

about amending laws and the amendment history of provisions of the compiled 

law. 

Uncommenced amendments 

The effect of uncommenced amendments is not shown in the text of the 

compiled law. Any uncommenced amendments affecting the law are accessible 

on the Legislation Register (www.legislation.gov.au). The details of 

amendments made up to, but not commenced at, the compilation date are 

underlined in the endnotes. For more information on any uncommenced 

amendments, see the series page on the Legislation Register for the compiled 

law. 

Application, saving and transitional provisions for provisions and 

amendments 

If the operation of a provision or amendment of the compiled law is affected by 

an application, saving or transitional provision that is not included in this 

compilation, details are included in the endnotes. 

Editorial changes 

For more information about any editorial changes made in this compilation, see 

the endnotes. 

Modifications 

If the compiled law is modified by another law, the compiled law operates as 

modified but the modification does not amend the text of the law. Accordingly, 

this compilation does not show the text of the compiled law as modified. For 

more information on any modifications, see the series page on the Legislation 

Register for the compiled law. 

Self-repealing provisions 

If a provision of the compiled law has been repealed in accordance with a 

provision of the law, details are included in the endnotes. 

   
   
   

Authorised Version C2022C00186 registered 29/06/2022



 

 

 Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 i 

Compilation No. 118 Compilation date: 22/06/2022 Registered: 29/06/2022 

 

Contents 
1 Short title ........................................................................................... 1 
2 Commencement ................................................................................. 1 
3 Interpretation ..................................................................................... 1 
3A Certain legislation relating to Australian Capital Territory 

not to be enactment ............................................................................ 7 
4 Act to operate notwithstanding anything in existing laws ................. 7 
5 Applications for review of decisions ................................................. 7 
6 Applications for review of conduct related to making of 

decisions ............................................................................................ 9 
7 Applications in respect of failures to make decisions ...................... 11 
8 Jurisdiction of Federal Court and Federal Circuit and Family 

Court of Australia (Division 2) ........................................................ 12 
9 Limitation of jurisdiction of State courts ......................................... 12 
9A Limitation of jurisdiction to review related criminal justice 

process decisions ............................................................................. 13 
9B Limitation of jurisdiction to review related civil proceeding 

decisions .......................................................................................... 15 
10 Rights conferred by this Act to be additional to other rights ........... 15 
11 Manner of making applications ....................................................... 17 
12 Application to be made a party to a proceeding ............................... 20 
13 Reasons for decision may be obtained ............................................. 20 
13A Certain information not required to be disclosed ............................. 23 
14 Certification by Attorney-General concerning the disclosure 

of information .................................................................................. 25 
15 Stay of proceedings—Federal Court ................................................ 26 
15A Stay of proceedings—Federal Circuit and Family Court of 

Australia (Division 2) ...................................................................... 26 
16 Powers of the Federal Court and the Federal Circuit and 

Family Court of Australia (Division 2) in respect of 

applications for order of review ....................................................... 27 
17 Change in person holding, or performing the duties of, an 

office ............................................................................................... 28 
18 Intervention by Attorney-General .................................................... 29 
18A Transfer of proceedings to Federal Circuit and Family Court 

of Australia (Division 1) .................................................................. 29 
19 Act not to apply in relation to certain decisions............................... 31 
19A Act to apply in relation to certain Northern Territory laws .............. 32 
19B Regulations may amend Schedule 3 ................................................ 33 
20 Regulations ...................................................................................... 33 

Authorised Version C2022C00186 registered 29/06/2022



 

 

ii Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977  

Compilation No. 118 Compilation date: 22/06/2022 Registered: 29/06/2022 

 

Schedule 1—Classes of decisions that are not decisions 

to which this Act applies 34 

Schedule 2—Classes of decisions that are not decisions 

to which section 13 applies 41 

Schedule 3—State, ACT and NT Acts, and parts of 

such Acts, that are enactments for the 

purposes of this Act 46 
1 What this Schedule does .................................................................. 46 
2 State, ACT and NT Acts, and parts of such Acts, that are 

enactments ....................................................................................... 46 

Endnotes 49 

Endnote 1—About the endnotes 49 

Endnote 2—Abbreviation key 51 

Endnote 3—Legislation history 52 

Endnote 4—Amendment history 74 

Authorised Version C2022C00186 registered 29/06/2022



   

   

   

 

Section 1 

 

 Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 1 

Compilation No. 118 Compilation date: 22/06/2022 Registered: 29/06/2022 

 

An Act relating to the Review on Questions of Law 

of certain Administrative Decisions 

1  Short title 

  This Act may be cited as the Administrative Decisions (Judicial 

Review) Act 1977. 

2  Commencement 

  This Act shall come into operation on a date to be fixed by 

Proclamation. 

3  Interpretation 

 (1) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears: 

ACT enactment means an enactment as defined by section 3 of the 

Australian Capital Territory (Self-Government) Act 1988. 

Commonwealth authority means an authority or other body 

(whether incorporated or not) that is established or continued in 

existence by or under an Act. 

decision to which this Act applies means a decision of an 

administrative character made, proposed to be made, or required to 

be made (whether in the exercise of a discretion or not and whether 

before or after the commencement of this definition): 

 (a) under an enactment referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d) 

or (e) of the definition of enactment; or 

 (b) by a Commonwealth authority or an officer of the 

Commonwealth under an enactment referred to in 

paragraph (ca), (cb) or (f) of the definition of enactment; 

other than: 

 (c) a decision by the Governor-General; or 

 (d) a decision included in any of the classes of decisions set out 

in Schedule 1. 
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