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An Act to—
 
A. make provision, on a temporary basis, for the sale or supply of intoxicating 
liquor in certain circumstances in seating areas located outside licensed premises in 
order to allow, in the public interest and having regard to the manifest and grave risk to 
human life and public health posed by the spread of the disease known as Covid-19, the 
businesses of licensees of such premises to operate in a manner that mitigates the spread 
of that disease; to provide for the application of certain enactments to those outdoor 
seating areas; to provide for additional enforcement measures in respect of those 
outdoor seating areas to ensure compliance with those enactments; to provide for 
additional bases for objection to renewal of licences and, in the case of clubs, 
certificates of registration, in respect of such premises, and provide for related matters, 
and
 
B. provide for an increase in the number of ordinary judges of the High Court and, 
for that purpose, to amend the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995, and provide for 
related matters.
 
In relation to paragraph A of the foregoing:

 
WHEREAS an emergency has arisen and continues in the State by virtue of the spread 
of the disease known as Covid-19;

 
AND WHEREAS the State is and its citizens are, in significant respects, highly exposed 
to the effect of the spread of that disease;

 
AND WHEREAS the State, having regard to the need to preserve and protect public 
health, has introduced a range of extraordinary measures and safeguards to prevent, 
minimise, limit or reduce the risk of persons being infected with that disease;
AND WHEREAS the emergency that has arisen and continues is of such a character that 
for compelling reasons of public interest and for the common good, to assist and support
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