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THE EVIDENCE ACT 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

1. Short title. 

PART I. Competency of Witnesses 

2. Remoral of incapacity to tst i ty from crime or mteresr 
3. Parties to record may bc Cxamined 88 witnesses. 
4. Husbands' and wives' evidcnce against each other. 

5. Bvidwx of wxess. 
6. Not compellable to disclose communication ma& duriog 

marriass. 
7. In action for breach of promise of mania&. how far par t k  

competeat to give evidence. 
8. [Repealed by Act I2 of 1995.1 

E x c t p t i w S .  

A d  Permm' competency to give evidence 

9. Accused persons and their wives competent witntsses. 
10. Where accused himself is bin only mines. 
11. Right of nply d o a  not accrue to prosecution beeause accused 

12. Wha wife or husband of accused may be called as witness for 

13. Scctiws 9 to 12 apply to all criminal proaCai. 
14. Scctiom 9 to 12 apply to conrts-martiel if 110 providea. 

has given evidence. 

pmsecution. 

. 
Impeaching Credit, Cross-examination of Witness 

IS. Impeaching &it of witness when and how allowed to bc donc 
bYpartyproducing~. 
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16. How and when wiritness’ evidence on aoss-wraminStion may be 

17. Cmsszxamination as to statements reduced to writing. 
18. Questions whether witness has becn convicted of felony 01 mis- 

contradicted. 

demeanour allowablt. 

Proof of Written Imtrurnent and Cornpmison of Handwriting 

19. Proof of insllmncats in writing. 
U). Gmlparison o f h a n d w r i ~  

Application of Sections 

21. sbctioas 15 to 20 apply to COW cdcivil and criminal judicature. 

Adrnissibilify oj variiw Donuncnts ad Copies 

22. 05Cial or public docummts. o t c  
23. Judidal n o w  w be @km of Sigmhm of Judgta of S m o r  

24. Private Laws and Acts and minutes of Lcgislaturt. 
25. Aas of state, ctc 
26. Rcgistas of hip& 
27. Ccrtificatc of amviaion or aOqUittaL 
2aEXarmnsd ’ mpies of contents of hooka of public Mturc. 

courtr. 

29. Power of court to impound d0cumcntr. 

P d t y  for FoLa Cutitscarc 

30. wmy at i fyhg false catificatt. 

Power to Administer Oath 

31. Power to administCr oath. 

PART In Hearsay and Computer-golerald Evidence 
316. Admissibw of certain evidence formerly admissible at common 

leW. 
31a. 1nt-n. 
31c. AdmissibiliQ’ of written stste5lat in C i h h d  pl’OCdiW. 
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3 1 ~ .  Acbnissibiliry of first-hand hearmy staieanents in crimial pro- 

318. Admissibility of first-hand hfsrsay statements in civil pnXedngS. 
3 1 ~ .  Admissibility of business documents in civil or uiminal pro- 

3 1 ~ .  Admisibility of computer evidence constituting herepay. 
318. Admissibility of mputer evidence not constituting heamay. 
311. Wi,tnes’ previous .Ftatement to be evidence of facts stated. 
311. Admissibility of evidence as to credMi ty  of maker of statement. 
3 1 ~ .  Offence. 
31~. Power of Court 10 exclude evidence. 

proceedings. 

ceedings. 

PART II. Brmker’s Books Evidence 
32. hterprctation 
33. Copies of entries in banker’s books. prima facie evidence. 
34. Pmof that book is a banker’s book. 
35. Verification of copy. 
36. Case in whicb tanker, etc.. mt compellable to produce book. 

37. Cburt or Judge may order inspcction, etc. 

ja Qats. 

ctc. 

Pmr m. Telegraphic Messuges Evidence 

39. Dehlitiom. 
40. Notice of intention to give telegraphic messages in evidence. 
41. Effect of such notice towards m a h g  such messages prima 

fmie evidence. 
42 Prima facie evidence of due delivery of a telegraphic message. 
43. Power to smd documents, orders. etc., by electric telegraph. 

Provisions to bc observed in so doing. 
44. Validity. effect and admissibility in evidence of copies of such 

doauncnts. etc., so sent. 
--___ - - 
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45. Transmissim of such documents, etc.. to the PostmasterGcneral, 
and iospcction thereof. 

46. Wilful misdelivuy of telegraphic m c s w .  
47. Unlawfully scndmg mcssagc in the nasiu. of another pcrm. 
48. Falsc endorsements. d c a t e s  and information. 
49. False cwti6catc of receipt of document. 

P d t y .  

PMT N. Medical Evidence 

50. Medical #atifimtes and reports admissible in evidcnct. 

51. srvink 

PART V. I s l d  Chemist’s Certificate 

52. ccrti6cate p r i r t l ~  fmie evidence at preliminary i n v c s ~ t i m ~  

53. Corontr’s inquurt. 
54. Intcrpreutioa. 

PART vl. Service of courts Process (Proof) 

55. Service of ~ummorw may be proved by affidavit or afhmtim. 
56. Form of affidavit. 
57. Orighl summons to bc marked for idcn(ifiCsti0n. 
58. Mdavit under sections 55 and 56 shall be received in evidence. 
59. Prod of service at ptocws. 

SQmDULn 
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THE EVIDENCE ACT 

1. This Act may be cited as the Evidence Act. 

Cap. 118. 
Laws 

22 of 19-54, 
31 of 1960 

S. 29. 
Acts 

40 of 1968. 
42 of 1969 
3rd. Sch.. 

[1843'] - 12011995. 
12of2009 

3rd Sch. ' 

Short title. 

PART I .  Competency of Witnesses 

2. No person offered as a witness shall be excluded, by Removalof 

reason of incapacity from crime or interest, fiom giving to testify 

evidence either in person or bjl deposition, according to the from 

practice of the cbrt ,  on the trial of any issue joined, or of any ~~~~~~~r 

matter or question or any inquiry arising in any suit, action, or 
proceeding, civil or criminal, in any court, or before any Judge, 
Jury,-Coroner, Magistrate, Officer, or person having by law or 
by consent of parties authority to hear, receive, and examine 
evidence; but every person so offered may and shall be admitted 
to give evidence on oath (or solemn affirmation in those cases 
wherein affirmation is by law receivable) notwithstanding that 
such-person may or shall have an interest in the matter in 
question, or in the event of the trial of any issue, matter, 
question, or "inquiry, or of the suit, action, or proceeding, in 
which he is offered as a witness, and notwithstanding that such 
person offered as a witness may have been previously convicted 
of any crime or offence: 

Provided, that this section shall not repeal any provision in 
the Wills Act: 

Provided also that in Courts of Equity any defendant to 
any cause pending in any such Court may be examined as 
a witness on the behalf of the plaintiff or of any co- 
defendant in any such cause, saving just exceptions, and that 
any interest which such defendant so to be examined may 
have in the matters, or any' of the matters, in question 
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