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CHAPTER 114
FIREARMS ACT

[Date of assent: 11th November, 1953.]

[Date of commencement: 1st January, 1954.]

An Act of Parliament for regulating, licensing and controlling the
manufacture, importation, exportation, transportation, sale, repair,
storage, possession and use of firearms, ammunition, airguns and
destructive devices and for connected purposes
[Act No. 40 of 1953, G.N. 1566/1955, G.N. 1602/1955, Act No. 4 of 1960, L.N. 172/1960, L.N.
173/1960, Act No. 15 of 1961, Act No. 36 of 1962, Act No. 7 of 1963, L.N. 400/1963, Act No. 19
of 1964, L.N. 2/1964, L.N. 124/1964, L.N. 374/1964, Act No. 21 of 1966, L.N. 179/1971, Act No.
13 of 1972, Act No. 10 of 1981, Act No. 8 of 1988, Act No. 16 of 1989, Act No. 11 of 1993, Act
No. 2 of 2002, Act No. 6 of 2010, Act No. 19 of 2014, Act No. 25 of 2015, Act No. 20 of 2020.]

PART I – PRELIMINARY
1.   Short title

This Act may be cited as the Firearms Act.

2.   Interpretation
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“acquire” means hire, accept as a gift or borrow;
“ammunition” means any cartridge, whether a blank, tracer, explosive,

incendiary, gas-diffusing, signalling or any other cartridge of any other kind
capable of being discharged from or used with a firearm and includes—

(a) any grenade, bomb or other missile whether explosive or not and
whether or not capable of or intended for use with a firearm;

(b) any mine whether for use on land or at sea, depth-charge or other
explosive charge;

(c) any other container or thing designed or adapted for use in or
as weapon for the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other
substance;

(d) any projectile, powder or other charge, primer, fuse or bursting
charge forming part of any cartridge or any component part
thereof; and

(e) any ammunition or pellets for use in an airgun, air rifle or air pistol;
“airgun”, “air rifle” and “air pistol” mean, respectively, a gun, rifle or pistol

which discharges missiles by the pressure of air or other gas or by mechanical
means which do not use the products of combustion or explosives;

“approved carrier” means a carrier approved by the Inspector-General;
“approved servant” means an employee approved by a licensing officer;
“area” means a district or part of a district for which a licensing officer is

appointed under section 3;
“arms of war” means artillery of all kinds, apparatus for the discharge

of all kinds of projectiles, explosive or gas diffusing, flame-throwers, bombs,
grenades, machine-guns and rifled small-bore breech-loading weapons, but


