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THE REFERENDUM BILL, 2020
A Bill for

AN ACT of Parliament to provide for the procedure of the
approval of an amendment to the Constitution by a
referendum, the conduct of a referendum, referendum
petitions and for connected purposes.

ENACTED by the Parliament of Kenya, as follows—
PART I-PRELIMINARY
1. This Act may be cited as the Referendum Act, 2020.

2.1In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“agent” means a person duly appointed by a
referendum committee for the purposes of a referendum
under this Act;

“chief agent” in respect of a registered referendum
committee, means the person recorded in the register
maintained by the Commission under section 17 as the
person responsible for the affairs of the referendum
committee;

“Commission” means the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission established by Article 88 of the
Constitution;

“elector” means a person whose name is included in
the current register of voters;

“elector’s card” means a card issued to an elector as
evidence of the person’s registration in the register of
Voters;

“oppose” in respect of a referendum question means
voting not to approve the referendum question specified in
section 6 of the Act;

“polling area” means one of the areas into which a
constituency is divided under section 12, or, if the
Commission has declared a constituency to be a single
polling area, that constituency;

“polling station” means any room, place, vehicle or
vessel set apart and equipped for the casting of votes by
electors at an election;

Short title.

Interpretation.
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“polling time” means the period between seven
o’clock in the morning and five o’clock in the afternoon of
the polling day and includes the time taken to vote by
voters who were present in a polling station by five
o’clock;

“presiding officer” means a person appointed under
section 8 to preside at a polling station;

“referendum” means a poll held under this Act;

“referendum committee” means any group of persons
that intends to support or oppose the referendum question
during the referendum period;

“referendum officer” means a returning officer,
presiding officer and any other person appointed by the
Commission to perform referendum duties under this Act;

“referendum period” means the period beginning on
the day on which the text of the referendum question is
published and ending on polling day of the referendum;

“referendum question” means the question upon which
the people shall vote in the referendum as specified in
section 6 of the Act;

“returning officer” means a person appointed under
section 8 for the purpose of conducting the referendum in a
constituency;

“support” in respect of referendum question, means
voting to approve the referendum question specified in
section 6 of the Act;

“voter” in relation to the referendum, means a person
whose name is included in the current register of voters.

3. The object of this Act is to provide for—

(a) the procedure for the approval of an amendment
to the Constitution by a referendum;

(b) the conduct of a referendum for the approval of
an amendment to the Constitution; and

(c) the procedure to challenge the conduct of a
referendum.

Object of the Act.



