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~ and commence- Act, 2004.“- .

No. 1 of 2004 - -

: AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR i
THE REGULATION-AND MANAGEMENT OF
DAY-CARE CEN’I‘RES AND PRE-SCHOOLS

[Date of Assent — l”?th June, 2004]
Enacted by the Parliament ot‘ The Bahamas

Short tile ' 1 This Act may be cited as the Early Childhood Care

:_[

ment. S - (2)_ ' _- Ia This Act shall come mtb nperanon on such day-as
the Mm:ster may appomt by nonce publlshed in the Gazetie.

Inter- ' 2. In this Act -
pretation. ' | "Couricil" fneans the’ Pre-school and Day-Care Centre
. Council pstablished under section 3;
"day-care centre" includes -

-(a) any place otﬁer-tﬁan a private home -

. opera;,eé;ilb}‘/ a pg;s-on who receives
compé;:{satio-n‘fm'. the provision of non-

residential care service, for more than five

children up td five years of age;
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- months;

“a nufsefy_whidh"ﬁj*pvides non-resjdential care

-~ eryice for compefisation for infants and

toddiers from birth totwo and a half years of

“age; and "~ -

[

a privatc,home’ﬁp'erated_:by' ;| 'pex‘sOh who .

- receivés-compensation for th provision of '
* - ign-residential care service, for more thah

* five childrest urider the xge of cighteen. - - -

o

“"Minister" means the Minister responsible for pre-schiools

and day-éare ceritres;

- "Sherdtor" meahs a petson entitled 1o be issued a licence to

operate a day-care center-or preschool under section

" 10 of the Act;

."pre-school” means any prermises ﬁperated‘ by a person

who receives compensation for more than ten

- childten Between the ages of three to five years old

“for the furpose of cire and iristruction in all areas of

child developrﬁent as specified by the Ministry of

* Bducation;




j i o ._".régist_ér“ m_ean‘_s 'ﬂle register of day-care centrés land pre-
j R schools kept-_b_y; the C;uhcil in accdrdange with ..~
': l R o ';ecuonlz L
'i | o ;Estab'iishment: o 3y - Thefg is’gllt;;.taby ésgablish:d_,a body to be called the Pre- . -
‘rl_of_a' Councli. : s;c“:ht_jol .aﬁd'-Day.—Care Centre Council..
“ . . ' i o L ) (2) -. - 'I'.‘f-i.el'(-:bﬁncii.s‘halll be a.body éo;pc;réte “;ifh perpetuai |
' succeééion and,a c_ﬁon'nﬁ‘;qxi seal, with power to ‘ac‘:.cl;pire, hold and dispose of
_ ST B ign_d and qfhcx; ptopp:fty of whatever kind an& té r;ue and be sﬁéd.
T Fi.rs'éséhed\-x.le‘; -. . .7 (2) . 'i"he Fi_rs.t Sﬁhedule s’hﬁ]l have effe-c.t .v_ﬁth respeci to the
. cﬁ:is;ituﬁdq and p;océdune of the Council_an"d' uiherﬁiae Jin relation thereto.
J : ..i!‘mict-i‘oné . 4 The funéti_ons gf,the'_C,qu.gcil‘ are- - -
-7..01' the Council. P ._ (a).. to register builr;ing_s as day-care centres and pre- -
.j | o ._sch'ool_s;

(b)) to regulate'and inspect day-care centres and pre-

. * . schools;

: . (c). - to appoint qﬁalifi_eq IIJ_erson_s, (not _being a person

. engaged in the manager_hent of a day-care centre or

E pre-school) to be inspectors for the purposes of this

Ac;; | :

; o . " d to govern, discipline and 'r_:egulate the professionaf
i
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conduct of operators and employees of dhyfcarq .

- .cefures and pre-schools;

to issue certificates of registration df'daygcarb. -

_centres and pre-schools under this Act;. ... - -

to issue annual ficences to operators of day-care N

centres and pre-schools under this Act;

to gstabllish standards of qualifications for and to

_ regulate. the professional conduct of operators'of any

. day-care centre and pre~school; and

to do such other things ag may be preséribed by this

Act oy any other written law.

No person shall operate a day-care centre or a pre-schoal

unless it is registered under this Act, .

@

manver and -

(a)

The Council may, upon application in the pr::scribéd

®

on .be'yrig satisfied 'that the premises on Whi'ch'the :
_day_-c_ar-é:_ lcent-er or pre-school would be qpérat_ing is .
fit for that purpose; . '_
on beiﬁg satisﬁed that all emergency, medical aﬂd |

disaster plaris are in place in the day~care center o




