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[This is the version of this document at 31 December 2017.]

[Note: This version of the Act was revised and consolidated in the Forth Revised Edition of the Laws of Malawi (L.R.O.
1/2015), by the Solicitor General and Secretary for Justice under the authority of the Revision of the Laws Act.]

[1 of 1958; 8 of 1963; 21 of 1967; 38 of 1967; 45 of 1967; 47 of 1967; 25 of 1968; 19 of 1975; 13 of 1980; 7 of 1984;
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An Act to consolidate the law relating to the High Court and certain courts subordinate thereto

Part I – Preliminary

1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Courts Act.

2. Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

"civil matter" means a civil matter that is not a commercial, criminal, family or probate matter;

[23 of 2016]

"commercial matter" means a civil matter of commercial significance arising out of or connected with
any relationship of commercial or business nature, whether contractual or not, including—

(a) the formation or governance of a business or commercial organization;

(b) the contractual relationship of a business or commercial organization;

(c) liabilities arising from commercial or business transactions;

(d) the restructuring or payment of commercial debts;

(e) the winding-up of companies or bankruptcy of persons;

(f) the enforcement or review of commercial arbitration award;

(g) the enforcement of foreign judgments of commercial matters subject to the provisions of the law;

(h) the supply or exchange of goods and services;

(i) banking, negotiable instruments, international credit and similar financial services;

(j) insurance services; or

(k) the operation of stock and foreign exchange markets,
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