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Malawi

Legal Aid Act
Chapter 4:01

Commenced on 1 May 2013

[This is the version of this document at 31 December 2014.]

[Note: This version of the Act was revised and consolidated in the Forth Revised Edition of the Laws of Malawi (L.R.O.
1/2015), by the Solicitor General and Secretary for Justice under the authority of the Revision of the Laws Act.]

An Act to make provision for the granting of legal aid in civil and criminal matters to persons whose
means are insufficient to enable them to engage private legal practitioners and to other categories of
persons where the interests of justice so require; to provide for the establishment of a Legal Aid Bureau;
to provide for the establishment of a Legal Aid Fund; to allow for limited eligibility of other persons,
besides legal practitioners, to provide legal aid for the purposes of this Act and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto

Part I – Preliminary

1. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Legal Aid Act.

2. Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“Bureau” means the Legal Aid Bureau established under Part III of this Act;

“civic education” means civic education in legal literacy or the general dissemination of information
about the law to the general public and conducted as part of legal aid service under this Act;

“contribution” means a contribution to the costs of the proceedings or matter in respect of which legal
aid is or is to be given;

“cooperation agreement” means a contract or agreement entered into between the Legal Aid Bureau
and a civil society organization or a person or body, engaged or interested in the provision of legal aid, for
the rendering of legal aid services wholly by such organization, person or body or jointly with the Bureau;

“contingency fee agreement” means an agreement between the Bureau and a legally aided person by
which the Bureau agrees to represent such person on condition that compensation to the Bureau shall be
a percentage of the amount recovered in favour of such person.

“criminal investigations” means investigations relating to an offence or to a person accused or
convicted of an offence;

“criminal proceedings” means proceedings before a court, tribunal, or other body against a person for—

(a) an offence;

(b) contempt of, or before, such court, tribunal or other body;

“Director” and ‘’Deputy Director” means Director and Deputy Director of the Bureau appointed under
section 9, respectively;

“legal advice” means oral or written advice on the application of written law or common law to
any particular circumstances that have arisen in relation to the person seeking advice and as to the
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