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The Cotton Ginning and Pressing Act, 1957 (East Pakistan
Act)

( ACT NO. XIIl OF 1957 )

An Act to provide for powers to regulate charges for ginning and pressing of cotton, to
requisition factories for storing of cotton and to enforce any agreement for the purchase and
sale of cotton. &

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for powers to control the charges for ginning and pressing
of cotton, requisition of factories for storage of cotton and other incidental matters;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

Short title, 1. (1) This Act may be called the '[* * *] Cotton Ginning and Pressing Act,
extent and
commencement1957'

(2) It extends to the whole of 2[Bangladesh].

(3) This Act shall come into force at once.

Definitions 2. In this Act,-

(a) “Cotton” means unginned cotton (kapas) or ginned cotton (rui) or

pressed and baled cotton, but does not include wool cotton or silk cotton;

(b) “Factory” means a place wherein steam, water or other mechanical

power or electric power is used and where-
(i) cotton is ginned or where cotton fibre is separated from cotton seed, or

(ii) cotton is pressed into bales;

(c) “Factory Selection Contract’” means a contract for the sale of cotton 3[*
* *] and providing for selection by the buyer at the factory and for delivery
of the cotton selected in full pressed bales at Chittagong within the period

and at the price specified in the contract; and
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(d) “Occupier” means an occupier of a factory as owner, allottee, lessee or

manager.

3. The Government may, by a notified order, regulate the charges to be
made for the ginning and pressing of cotton and such order may regulate
such charges uniformly in respect of all areas and factories or differentially

in respect of particular areas or factories.

4. (1) The Government may, by a general or special order, requisition any
factory or any place, whether open or enclosed, and use the same for
ginning, pressing or storing cotton and for purposes incidental to the
purposes of this Act, whether such cotton has been purchased by or on

behalf of the Government or not.

(2) If any such factory or place is requisitioned under this section, there
shall be paid compensation which shall be determined in the manner and

in accordance with the principles hereinafter set out, that is to say-

(a) where the amount of compensation can be fixed by agreement, it shall

be paid in accordance with such agreement;

(b) where no such agreement can be reached, the Government shall
appoint as arbitrator a person qualified for appointment as a Judge of 4[the

High Court Division];

(c) the Government may, in any case, nominate a person having expert
knowledge as to the nature of the factory or place requisitioned, to assist
the arbitrator, and where such nomination is made, the person to be

compensated may also nominate an assessor for the said purpose;

(d) at the commencement of the proceedings before the arbitrator, the
Government and the person to be compensated shall state what, in their

respective opinions, is a fair amount of compensation;

(e) the arbitrator in making his award shall have regard to the provisions of
S[sub-section (1) of section 8 of the Acquisition and Requisition of
Immovable Property Ordinance, 1982 (Il of 1982)], so far as the same can

be made applicable to an acquisition of a temporary character.
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(3) The Government may prescribe the procedure to be followed in

arbitration under sub-section (2).

5. (1) Where cotton is offered for sale to the occupier of a ginning factory,
he shall buy the same and pay a price for it not less than the minimum

price fixed for such cotton under any law for the time being in force.

(2) If he fails to buy the cotton so offered to him or buys it at a price below
the minimum price referred to in sub-section (1), then without prejudice to
any punishment which may be imposed on him for having contravened a
provision of this Act, the Government may order that the factory of which
he is the occupier shall be confiscated to the Government and worked

thereafter in such manner as it may see fit to direct.

(3) He shall be at liberty after having bought the said cotton to sell the
same to any person or at his option to the Government in accordance with
the terms of an agreement to be entered into between him and the

Government.

(4) If after having entered into such agreement he contravenes or fails to
comply with any provision of the same, he shall, without prejudice to any
other action which the Government may take against him under this Act or
under any other law for the time being in force, be deemed to have

contravened a provision of this Act, and shall be punishable accordingly.

6. (1) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with an order made
or a direction given under this Act shall be punishable as if he had

contravened a provision of this Act.

(2) Any person who contravenes any provision of this Act shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 3 years or

with fine or with both.

(3) Where any person as aforesaid is company or other body corporate,
every member, director, manager, secretary or other officer and every
agent and servant thereof shall be punishable as if he had contravened a

provision of this Act.



