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Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act 2017

TABLE OF PROVISIONS

Section Title

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY

1 Short title

2 Commencement

3 Definitions

PART 2 — ADMINISTRATION

4 Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages

5 Deputy Registrar

6 Functions of the Registrar

7 The Registrar’s seal

8 Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages

9 Compulsory registration of births deaths and marriages

10 Access to registration of births, deaths and marriages

11 Persons authorised to obtain registered information

PART 3 — REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS

12 Compulsory notification of births

13 Compulsory registration of births

14 Particulars of birth

15 Births in the Republic shall be registered

16 Late registration of birth

17 Births on aircrafts and vessels to the Republic may be notified

18 Registration of stillbirths

19 Child born outside the Republic

20 Registration of birth of a foreign child in the Republic

21 Where name other than registered name is given at baptism

22 Change of name by deed poll

23 Registration of change of name

24 Court may order change of name of child

25 Change of name to be included with birth information

PART 4 — REGISTRATION OF ADOPTIONS

26 Registration of adoptions under former Act

27 Registration of adoptions

28 Registration of birth after adoption order where birth not registered
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Section Title

29 Variation or discharge of adoption order

30 Registration of overseas adoptions

31 Requisition of information of adoption

32 Inspection of register of adoption

33 Request to be in writing

34 Registrar may provide adoption information to registration authorities
overseas

PART 5 — REGISTRATION OF DEATHS

35 Compulsory notification of deaths

36 Compulsory registration of deaths

37 Particulars of death

38 Persons to notify death

39 Registration of death

40 Notification of death by health practitioner

41 Duty of health practitioner in case of suspicious death

42 Resident Magistrate to notify Registrar

43 Approved person shall notify burial or cremation

44 Notification of death where no funeral service

45 Registrar may require person to notify funeral service, burial or cremation

46 Deaths outside the Republic may be notified in certain circumstances

PART 6 — REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES

DIVISION 1 — COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES

47 Compulsory registration of marriage

48 Registration of marriages of Nauruans solemnised outside the Republic

49 Persons to marry

50 Marriageable age

DIVISION 2 — MARRIAGE OFFICERS

51 Marriage Officers

52 List of Marriage Officers

53 Power of Registrar to amend list of Marriage Officers

DIVISION 3 — MARRIAGE PROCESS

54 Marriage application

55 Registrar to publish Notice to Marry in Gazette

56 Objections to marriage

57 Discharge of objection

58 Vexatious objection

59 Renewal or revocation of notice of marriage required if marriage not
solemnised within 3 months

60 Witnesses to marriage

61 Marriage Officer not to solemnise marriage

62 Place and form of marriage
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Section Title

63 Declaration of marriage

64 Certificate of marriage

65 Marriage certificates to be recorded in the Register

66 Change of name in a marriage certificate

DIVISION 4 — PROHIBITED MARRIAGES

67 Prohibited marriages

DIVISION 5 — VOID MARRIAGES

68 Grounds where marriages are void

DIVISION 6 — RECOGNITION OF MARRIAGE SOLEMNISED IN FOREIGN
COUNTRY

69 Recognition of marriage solemnised in foreign country

70 Certain marriages solemnised in foreign country not recognised

DIVISION 7 — ADDITIONAL MARRIAGE CEREMONY

71 Remarriage

72 Marriage not to be solemnised where a person is already married

73 Contract of marriage void

DIVISION 8 — LEGITIMATION OF CHILDREN

74 Legitimation by marriage of parents

75 Legitimacy of children of certain void marriages

DIVISION 9 — DISSOLUTIONS TO BE RECORDED

76 Dissolutions to be recorded

77 Record of dissolution of marriages outside the Republic

PART 7 — APPROVED ORGANISATIONS

78 Approval of organisation

79 Appointment of Marriage Officer and Funeral Officiator

PART 8 — NATIONAL IDENTITY CODES

80 National Identity Codes

PART 9 — OFFENCES

81 Offence to alter register

82 Causing false entry in registers

83 Safe keeping of records of registers

84 False declarations, etc

85 Marriage of convenience

86 Marriage before persons not registered Marriage Officers

87 Offence to solemnise marriage falsely pretending to be Marriage Officer

87A Offence to officiate funeral falsely pretending to be Funeral Officiator

88 Marriage of minors

89 Failure to require marriage declaration
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