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1 Short Title and commencement
(1) This Act may be cited as the Charitable Trusts Act 1957.
(2) This Act shall come into force on 1 January 1958.

2 Interpretation
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
charitable purpose means every purpose which in accordance with the law of
New Zealand is charitable; and, for the purposes of Parts 1 and 2, includes
every purpose that is religious or educational, whether or not it is charitable
according to the law of New Zealand:
provided that in Part 4 the term charitable purpose has the meaning specified in
section 38
court means the High Court of New Zealand, and includes a Judge of that
court
property means real and personal property of every kind, and includes money.
Section 2 court: amended, on 1 April 1980, pursuant to section 12 of the Judicature Amendment Act
1979 (1979 No 124).

2A Principal Act to bind the Crown
This Act shall bind the Crown.
Compare: Recreational Charities Act 1958 s 5 (UK)
Section 2A: inserted, on 2 October 1963, by section 2 of the Charitable Trusts Amendment Act 1963
(1963 No 21).

Part 1
Vesting of property

3 Property to vest in trustees or their successors
(1) Where any real or personal property has been or is hereafter acquired by or on

behalf of any religious denomination, congregation, or society, or any body of
persons associated for any charitable purpose, and the conveyance or other
assurance of that property has been or is taken to or in favour of trustees to be
from time to time appointed, or any parties named in the conveyance or other
assurance, or subject to any trust for any such denomination or congregation or
society or body of persons, or for the individuals comprising the same, the con‐
veyance or other assurance shall not only vest the property thereby conveyed or
otherwise assured in the parties named therein, but shall also effectually vest
the same in their successors in office for the time being and the continuing
trustees (if any) jointly, or if there are no such continuing trustees, then in their
successors in office for the time being chosen and appointed in the manner pro‐
vided or referred to in the conveyance or other assurance, or in any separate
deed or instrument, declaring the trusts thereof; or if no mode of appointment is
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therein provided or referred to, or if the power of appointment has lapsed, then
in such manner as may be agreed upon by such denomination or by a body
constituted to represent them, or by such congregation, society, or body of per‐
sons.

(2) The said property shall be so vested without any conveyance or other assurance
whatsoever upon the same trusts and with and under and subject to the same
powers and provisions as are contained or referred to in the conveyance or
other assurance, or in any separate deed or instrument upon which the property
is held so far as the same may at the time of vesting be subsisting and still cap‐
able of taking effect, anything in the conveyance or other assurance or in any
separate deed or instrument to the contrary notwithstanding.

(3) Nothing in this section shall restrict the effect of any appointment of new
trustees or of any conveyance or other assurance or vesting of any property.
Compare: 1908 No 164 s 2

4 Evidence of appointment of trustees
(1) For the purpose of preserving evidence of every appointment of new trustees to

which section 3 applies and of the persons in whom any estate or interest in
property from time to time becomes legally vested, every such appointment
shall be made to appear by a memorandum under the hand of the chairman for
the time being of the meeting at which the appointment was made, and shall be
executed either in the presence of that meeting or at any time after that meet‐
ing, and attested by 2 or more witnesses.

(2) Any such memorandum may be in the form or to the effect of Schedule 1, or as
near thereto as circumstances will allow, and may be given and shall be
received as evidence in all courts and proceedings in the same manner and on
the like proof as deeds, and shall be evidence of the truth of the several matters
therein stated.

(3) Every memorandum made under this section of an appointment of new trustees
must, if it affects land under the Land Transfer Act 2017, be lodged with the
Registrar-General of Land; and, as regards that land, the appointment has no
operative effect until the memorandum or a copy of it has been certified by the
Registrar-General of Land.
Compare: 1908 No 164 s 3
Section 4(3): replaced, on 12 November 2018, by section 250 of the Land Transfer Act 2017 (2017
No 30).

5 Transfer of properties
Where any property is vested in or held by any person in trust for or for the
benefit (directly or indirectly) of any body or corporation, or for the mainten‐
ance and support of the officers or members of any body or corporation,
whether or not the trust or purpose appears upon the face of the conveyance or
other instrument under which the property is held and whether or not the trust
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