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Kai Fjell: By the frozen sea (gouache)
Kai Fjell (1907–1989) is considered one of Norway’s foremost artists, and one of 
the most popular. He trained at the National College of Art and Design and the 
National Academy of Fine Arts, and made his breakthrough with a solo  
exhibition at Kunstnernes Hus in Oslo in 1937. His oeuvre is extensive and 
varied, including drawings, gouaches and prints in addition to a large number of 
paintings. He also worked as a scenographer and had a number of commissions 
for public buildings. Some of his best-known public works were for government 
buildings, Bakkehaugen church in Oslo and Oslo’s former airport Fornebu. 
There are works by Kai Fjell in the National Museum in Oslo and in many other 
museums, galleries and private collections both in Norway and abroad. In 1976, 
Kai Fjell was made Commander of the Order of St. Olav for his distinguished 
services.
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