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1 The main contents of the proposition

In this Bill, the Ministry of Local Government and Modernisation proposes certain
amendments to Act no. 57 of 28 June 2002 no. 57 relating to parliamentary and local
government elections (the Representation of the People Act).

The proposed amendments to the Representation of the People Act imply that the
parliamentary election in 2021 may be conducted with the current 19 constituencies, pending
the review and final consideration of the issue. The Bill also contains a summary of the
evaluations of the parliamentary election in 2017, where the Ministry responds to some
comments from the Storting’s Credentials Committee from Innst. 1 S (2017-2018),
Recommendation to the Storting. The report the Ministry received from the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights under the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR) following the observation of the parliamentary
election in 2017 is also commented in the BiIll.

2 Background

2.1 Introduction

On 8 June 2017, the Storting adopted a new division of the regional democratic level, cf.
Prop. 84 S (2016-2017), Proposition to the Storting (Bill) and Innst. 385 S (2016-2017),
Recommendation to the Storting and on 8 June 2016, the Storting adopted the merger of the
counties of Nord-Trgndelag and Sgr-Trgndelag, cf. Prop. 130 LS (2015-2016), Proposition
to the Storting (Bill) and Innst. 361 L (2015-2016), Recommendation to the Storting. On the
basis of these decisions, the current 19 county authorities have been merged into 11. The
mergers will take effect from 1 January 2020, with the exception of the merger of the
counties of Nord-Trgndelag and Sgr-Trgndelag, which took effect force from 1 January 2018.
The new county division will have consequences for the electoral system, as the current
counties are constituencies in a parliamentary election.

The Ministry has the overall national responsibility for the conduct of a parliamentary
election, and is of the opinion that it is important to ensure a predictable situation for the
electors, political parties and local electoral authorities until the issue has been thoroughly
discussed. Therefore, in this Bill, the Ministry proposes the necessary amendments to the
Representation of the People Act in order to achieve implementation with 19 constituencies
at the parliamentary election in 2021.

The Ministry stresses that it is important to allocate sufficient time for adjustments between
other legislation, procedures and the election administration system that will be used to
conduct the election. The Ministry recommends that by the spring of 2018, the Storting
clarifies what the constituencies will be for the parliamentary election in 2021.

2.2 The background for the proposed amendments to the
Representation of the People Act

The Constitution of Norway states that there shall be 19 constituencies in a parliamentary
election, while the Representation of the People Act states that the counties are the
constituencies. The number of counties in Norway no longer corresponds with the number of
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