[ PRESIDENTIAL DECREE] No. 1618, April 03, 1978

IMPLEMENTING THE ORGANIZATION OF THE SANGGUNIANG
PAMPOOK AND THE LUPONG TAGAPAGPAGANAP NG POOK IN
REGION IX AND REGION XII AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, on February 14, 1977, Presidential Decree No. 1092, as amended, was
promulgated calling for a referendum-plebiscite on April 17, 1977 in the thirteen
provinces of Southern Philippines;

WHEREAS, on February 15, 1977, the Batasang Bayan passed Resolution No. 11
recommending the promulgation of a decree attached to such resolution, providing
for the functions, powers and composition of the Sangguniang Pampook (Regional
Assembly) and for other purposes;

WHEREAS, on March 25, 1977, Proclamation No. 1623 was issued declaring
autonomy in Southern Philippines;

WHEREAS, included in the aforementioned referendum-plebiscite as Question No. 10
was the proposal of the Batasang Bayan in its Resolution No. 11 to create a
Sangguniang Pampook and a Lupong Tagapagpaganap ng Pook (Regional Executive
Council);

WHEREAS, on April 17, 1977, the aforementioned Question No. 10 was
overwhelmingly approved by the qualified voters of the thirteen provinces in
Southern Philippines with 2,499,375 affirmative votes; 65,612 negative votes; and
21,176 abstentions;

WHEREAS, on May 7, 1977, Proclamation No. 1628-A was issued proclaiming the
adoption and implementation of the results of the referendum-plebiscite of April 17,
1977, particularly the Batasang Bayan proposal contained in its Resolution No. 11
and included as Question No. 10 of the said referendum-plebiscite;

WHEREAS, on March 23, 1979, in pursuance of such Proclamation No. 1628-A,
Batas Pambansa Blg. 20 was enacted providing for the organization of the
Sangguniang Pampook in each of Regions IX and XII, providing funds therefore, and
for other purposes;

WHEREAS, on May 7, 1979, by authority of the said Batas Pambansa Blg. 20, the
election of the representatives to the Sangguniang Pampook in Regions IX and XII
was held and the successful candidates thereto have already been proclaimed and
duly qualified;

WHEREAS, in order to fully comply with the mandate of the people expressed
through the referendum-plebiscite in Southern Philippines and the provisions of
Batas Pambansa Blg. 20, there is need for a Presidential issuance to provide the
framework of the organization of the Sanguniang Pampook and the Lupong
Tagapagpaganap ng Pook in Regions IX and XII;

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Autonomous Regions will enhance the
attainment of peace and order, the acceleration of socio-economic development, and
the resettlement of displaced persons and families in Regions IX and XII;



