
[ PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1507, June 11, 1978
]

AN ACT GRANTING THE PHILIPPINE GAMES AND HOLIDAYS
CORPORATION A FRANCHISE TO OPERATE, CONSTRUCT AND
MAINTAIN A FRONTON FOR BASQUE PELOTA AND SIMILAR

GAMES OF SKILL IN THE CITY OF CEBU.

WHEREAS, civic organizations, the press, and the church, including the Archbishop
of Cebu, have brought to the attention of the authorities the proliferation of illegal
numbers game, locally called "Masiao", to the detriment of the citizenry;

WHEREAS, it has been recommended by certain sectors such as the Cebu Queens
City Lions Club, Cebu Jaycees, and the Cebu Tourism Council, that the re-opening of
the Jai-Alai Fronton would substantially minimize the problem associated with the
operation of the illegal numbers game;

WHEREAS, the experience of the government in holding out Basque Pelota as a
sport, as an amusement, as tourism attraction, and as base for revenue generation
for the government's development projects since the enactment of Presidential
Decree No. 810, has been most encouraging and successful;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution, hereby decree as follows:

SECTION 1. Any provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, there is hereby
granted to the Philippine Games and Holidays Corporation, a corporation duly
organized and registered under the laws of the Philippines, hereinafter called the
grantee, or its successors, for a period of twenty-five years from the promulgation
of this Decree, extendible for another twenty-five years without the necessity of
another franchise, the right, privilege, and authority to construct, operate and
maintain a court for Basque Pelota (including the games of pala, raqueta,
cestapunta, remonte, and mano) in the City of Cebu, establish branches thereof for
booking purposes, in the City of Cebu or elsewhere, and hold or conduct Basque
pelota games therein with bettings either direct or by means of electric and/or
computerized totalizator.

The games to be conducted by the grantee shall be under the supervision of the
Games and Amusement Board, hereinafter referred to as the Board, which shall
enforce the laws, rules and regulations governing Basque pelota as provided in
Commonwealth Act numbered four hundred and eighty-five, as amended, and all
the officials of the game and pelotaris therein shall be duly licensed as such by the
Board.

SEC. 2. The grantee or its duly authorized agent may offer, take or arrange bets
within or outside the place, enclosure or court where the Basque pelota games are
held; Provided, That bets offered taken or arranged outside the place, enclosure or
court where the games are held, shall be offered, taken or arranged only in places
duly licensed by the corporation, Provided, however, That the same shall be subject
to the supervision of the Board. Any person, not otherwise authorized under this
Act, who shall offer, take or arrange bets on any basque pelota game or event and
similar games of skill or knowingly permit the commission of any of the act


