
[ PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 609, December 18,
1974 ]

ESTABLISHING THE TARLAC COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF CAMILING, PROVINCE OF TARLAC.

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Philippines prescribes that all educational
institutions shall aim to develop scientific technological and vocational efficiency;

WHEREAS, Presidential Decree No. 6-A (Educational Decree of 1972) declared it a
policy that educational objectives shall be attained
 through the undertaking of
educational development projects by expansion of agricultural and higher education
programs and agricultural
 extension activities to meet the demands and needs of
the New Society;

WHEREAS, it is imperative that agricultural institutions, particularly agricultural
schools, cooperate to the maximum in the massive land reform programs of the
government to uplift the tenant-farmer from lethargy and ignorance and to release
him from the bondage of tenancy;

WHEREAS, the Tarlac College of Agriculture can carry out with greater strength its
goals, agricultural programs and its vital role in national economic development
effectively and efficiently if granted complete autonomy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution as
Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines, and pursuant
 to Proclamation No. 1081 dated
September 21, 1972, and General Order No. 1 dated September 22, 1972, as
amended, do hereby decree and order the following:

SECTION 1. The Tarlac College of Agriculture of the Tarlac College of Technology,
located in the Municipality of Camiling, Province
of Tarlac, is hereby separated from
the latter college and established as an independent state college. The Tarlac
College of Agriculture shall
 offer a four-year secondary agricultural course and
special course leading to the title of Associate in Technical Agriculture; Courses
leading to the degrees of Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Education, Bachelor of Science in Home Technology, and Bachelor of
Science in Agricultural Engineering, post graduate course leading to the degrees of
Master of Science in Agriculture, and other degree courses and special courses as
the Board of Trustees of the college may deem necessary.

SEC. 2. The aim of the said college shall be to provide professional, technical and
special instruction for special purposes and
to promote research extension services
and progressive leadership in agriculture, agricultural education, home technology
and other related educational fields.

SEC. 3. The head of this institution shall be known as the President of the Tarlac
College of Agriculture. He shall be appointed by
the President of the Philippines upon
the recommendation of the board of trustees as hereinafter provided. The powers
and duties of the president of the college, in addition to those especially provided for
in this Decree, shall be those usually pertaining to the office of the president of the
state colleges.



SEC. 4. The government of said college is hereby vested in a
board of trustees of
the Tarlac College of Agriculture, The board of trustees shall be composed of the
Secretary of Education, who shall be ex-officio chairman of the board, the Provincial
Governor of Tarlac, the
 Secretary of Agriculture and Natural Resources, the
Secretary of Agrarian Reform, the Secretary of Labor, the Director of Vocational
Education, the president of the college and the president of the Tarlac College of
Agriculture Alumni Association.

Members of the board shall serve without compensation, other than actual and
necessary expenses incurred either in attendance upon meetings of the board or
upon other official business authorized by resolution of the board.

SEC. 5. The board of trustees shall have the following powers of administration:

a. To create, in addition to the existing College of Agriculture, a College of
Forestry, College of Veterinary Science, College of Inland Fisheries and other
allied colleges as the Board may deem necessary;

b. To receive and appropriate to the ends specified by law sums of money as may
be provided by law for the support of the college;

c. To confer the title of Associate of Agricultural Education, the degrees of
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, Bachelor of Science in Home Technology,
and such other titles and degrees, corresponding to the
 courses which the
board of trustees may offer: Provided, That it
may confer the usual honorary
degrees upon any person in recognition of
learning, statesmanship, leadership
or eminence in literature, science,
art, agriculture or public service;

d. To appoint, upon the recommendation of the president of the college,
instructors, professors, lecturers and other employees of the college: Such
recommending power of the President shall, however, be subjected to
limitations as may be provided by a Code for the College; to fix their
compensation, hours or service and such other duties and conditions as may
be deemed proper; to grant to them in its discretion, leaves of absence under
such regulations as it may promulgate, any provision of law to the contrary
notwithstanding, and to remove them for
 cause after an investigation and
hearing shall have been conducted;

e. To approve the curricula and rules of discipline drawn up by the college council
as hereinafter provided;

f. To fix the tuition fees, graduation fees and fees for laboratory courses and all
special fees, and to remit the same in special cases;

g. To provide fellowships for faculty members and scholarships to students
showing special evidence of merit;

h. To provide rules for its own government, and to enact, for the government of
the college, such general ordinances and regulations not contrary to law, as
are consistent with the purposes of the college; as defined in Section two of
this Act; and

i. To receive in trust, legacies, gifts, donations of real and personal property of
all kinds and to administer the same for the benefit of the college or for aid to
any student, in accordance with the
directions and instructions of the donor,
and in default thereof, in such manner as the board of trustees may, in its
discretion, determine.

SEC. 6. A quorum of the board of trustees shall consist of a majority of all the
members.


