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[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9503, June 12, 2008 ]

AN ACT ENLARGING THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
COURT OF TAX APPEALS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE
CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE LAW CREATING THE COURT OF TAX
APPEALS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section 1 of Republic Act No. 1125, as amended, is hereby further
amended to read as follows:

"SECTION 1. Court; Justices, Qualifications; Salary; Tenure. - There is
hereby created a Court of Tax Appeals (CTA) which shall be of the same
level as the Court of Appeals, possessing all the inherent powers of a
Court of Justice, and shall consist of a Presiding Justice and eight (8)
Associate Justices. The incumbent Presiding Judge and Associate Judges
shall continue in office and bear the new titles of Presiding Justice and
Associate Justices. The Presiding Justices and the two (2) most Senior
Associate Justices, all of whom are incumbent, shall serve as chairmen of
the three (3) Divisions. The other three (3) incumbent Associate Justices
and the three (3) additional Associate Justices shall serve as members of
the Divisions. The additional three (3) Justices as provided herein and the
succeeding members of the Court shall be appointed by the President
upon nomination by the Judicial and Bar Council. The Presiding Justice
shall be so designated in his appointment, and the Associate Justices
shall have precedence according to the date of their respective
appointment or when the appointments of two (2) or more of them shall
bear the same date, according to the order in which their appointments
were issued by the President. They shall have the same qualifications,
rank, category, salary, emoluments and other privileges, be subject to
the same inhibitions and disqualifications, and enjoy the same retirement
and other benefits as those provided for under existing laws for the
Presiding Justice and Associate Justices of the Court of Appeals.

"Whenever the salaries of the Presiding Justice and the Associate Justices
of the Court of Appeals are increased, such increases in salaries shall be
deemed correspondingly extended to and enjoyed by the Presiding
Justice and Associate Justices of the CTA.

"The Presiding Justice and Associate Justices shall hold office during good
behavior, until they reach the age of seventy (70), or become
incapacitated to discharge the duties of their office, unless sooner
removed for the same causes and in the same manner provided by law
for members of the judiciary of equivalent rank."



