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[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8249, February 05, 1997 ]

AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING THE JURISDICTION OF THE
SANDIGANBAYAN, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1606, AS AMENDED, PROVIDING
FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:




SECTION 1. The first paragraph of Section 1 of Presidential Decree No. 1606, as
amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:



"SECTION 1. Sandiganbayan; Composition; Qualifications; Tenure;
Removal and Compensation. – A special court, of the same level as the
Court of Appeals and possessing all the inherent powers of a court of
justice, to be known as the Sandiganbayan is hereby created composed
of a presiding justice and fourteen associate justices who shall be
appointed by the President."



SEC. 2. Section 2 of the same decree is hereby further amended to read as follows:



"SEC. 2. Official Station; Place of Holding Sessions. – The Sandiganbayan
shall have its principal office in the Metro Manila area and shall hold
sessions thereat for the trial and determination of cases filed with it:
Provided, however, That cases originating from the principal geographical
regions of the country, that is, from Luzon, Visayas or Mindanao, shall be
heard in their respective regions of origin except only when the greater
convenience of the accused and of the witnesses, or other compelling
considerations require the contrary, in which instance a case originating
from one geographical region may be heard in another geographical
region: Provided, further, That for this purpose the presiding justice shall
authorize any division or divisions of the court to hold sessions at any
time and place outside Metro Manila and, where the interest of justice so
requires, outside the territorial boundaries of the Philippines. The
Sandiganbayan may require the services of the personnel and the use of
facilities of the courts or other government offices where any of the
divisions is holding sessions and the personnel of such courts or offices
shall be subject to the orders of the Sandiganbayan."



SEC. 3. The second paragraph of Section 3 of the same decree is hereby deleted.




SEC. 4. Section 4 of the same decree is hereby further amended to read as follows:



"SEC. 4. Jurisdiction. – The Sandiganbayan shall exercise exclusive
original jurisdiction in all cases involving:






"a. Violations of Republic Act No. 3019, as amended, otherwise
known as the Anti-graft and Corrupt Practices Act, Republic Act No.
1379, and Chapter II, Section 2, Title VII, Book II of the Revised
Penal Code, where one or more of the accused are officials
occupying the following positions in the government, whether in a
permanent, acting or interim capacity, at the time of the
commission of the offense:

"(1) Officials of the executive branch occupying the
positions of regional director and higher, otherwise
classified as Grade '27' and higher, of the Compensation
and Position Classification Act of 1989 (Republic Act No.
6758), specifically including:

"(a) Provincial governors, vice-governors, members
of the sangguniang panlalawigan, and provincial
treasurers, assessors, engineers, and other
provincial department heads;

"(b) City mayors, vice-mayors, members of the
sangguniang panlungsod, city treasurers,
assessors, engineers, and other city department
heads;

"(c) Officials of the diplomatic service occupying
the position of consul and higher;

"(d) Philippine army and air force colonels, naval
captains, and all officers of higher rank;

"(e) Officers of the Philippine National Police while
occupying the position of provincial director and
those holding the rank of senior superintendent or
higher;

"(f) City and provincial prosecutors and their
assistants, and officials and prosecutors in the
Office of the Ombudsman and special prosecutor;

"(g) Presidents, directors or trustees, or managers
of government-owned or -controlled corporations,
state universities or educational institutions or
foundations.

"(2) Members of Congress and officials thereof classified as
Grade '27' and up under the Compensation and Position
Classification Act of 1989;

"(3) Members of the judiciary without prejudice to the
provisions of the Constitution;


