H. No. 2577 / 50 OG No. 10, 4654 (October, 1954)

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1198, August 28, 1954 ]

AN ACT CREATING THE OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEYS IN THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND

DUTIES AND AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS
THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. There shall be in the Department of Justice Office of State Attorneys
composed of one chief, two distant chiefs and sixteen state attorneys whose term of
office shall expire on the thirty-first day of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-
seven. The Chief of the Office shall receive a salary of twelve thousand pesos per
annum, and have the rank of Solicitor General. He shall be assisted by two Assistant
Chief Attorneys who shall each receive a salary of nine thousand pesos per annum
and sixteen State Attorneys who shall each receive a salary of eight thousand pesos
per annum.

The Chief and Assistant Chiefs of the Office of State Attorneys and the sixteen State
Attorneys shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines with the concurren
of the Commission on Appointments.

No one shall be appointed as Chief or Assistant Chief of the Office of State Attorneys
unless he has had least ten years of trial court practice, and as State At torney
unless he has had at least five years of trial court practice in the Philippines; and
appointment may take into account equitable representation of provinces in the
Office considering, for this purpose the representation the provinces now already
have in the offices of the provincial fiscals.

SEC. 2. The Chief and Assistant Chiefs of the Office of State Attorneys and the State
Attorneys shall have the same powers as the provincial or city fiscal as provided for
by law: Provided, That the State Attorney shall only assist or collaborate with the
provincial fiscal or city attorney unless otherwise expressly directed and authorized
by the Secretary of Justice.

In all cases involving crimes cognizable by the Court of First Instance, no complaint
or information shall be filed without first giving the accused a chance to be heard in
a preliminary investigation, where such accused shall be subpoenaed and appears
before the investigating state attorney with the right to cross-examine the
complainant and his witnesses. The preliminary investigation shall be held at the
capital of the province where the crime was committed. The State Attorney shall
certify under oath in the information to be filed by him that the defendant was given
a chance to appear on his behalf or by counsel Provided, however, That when a
preliminary investigate has already been conducted by the Justice of the Peace the
Provincial or City Fiscal and where such official has found at least a prima facie case,



