
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 29 

[ ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 29, September 05,
2012 ]

NAMING THE WEST PHILIPPINE SEA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE
PHILIPPINES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, Presidential Decree No. 1599 (1978) established the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) of the Philippines extending to a distance of two hundred nautical miles
from the baselines of the Philippine archipelago;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 9522 (2009), or the Baselines Law, specifically defined
and described the baselines of the Philippine archipelago;

WHEREAS, the Philippines exercises sovereign rights under the principles of
international law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS), to explore and exploit, conserve and manage the natural resources,
whether living or non-living, both renewable and non-renewable, of the sea-bed,
including the subsoil and the adjacent waters, and to conduct other activities for the
economic exploitation and exploration of its maritime domain, such as the
production of energy from the water, currents and winds;

WHEREAS, the Philippines exercises sovereign jurisdiction in its EEZ with regard to
the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine
scientific research; protection and preservation of the marine environment; and
other rights and duties provided for in UNCLOS; and

WHEREAS, in the exercise of sovereign jurisdiction, the Philippines has the inherent
power and right to designate its maritime areas with appropriate nomenclature for
purposes of the national mapping system.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BENIGNO S. AQUINO III, President of the Philippines, by virtue
of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and by law, do hereby order:

Section 1. The maritime areas on the western side of the Philippine archipelago are
hereby named as the West Philippine Sea. These areas include the Luzon Sea as
well as the waters around, within and adjacent to the Kalayaan Island Group and
Bajo De Masinloc, also known as Scarborough Shoal.

Section 2. The naming of the West Philippine Sea is without prejudice to the
determination of the maritime domain over territories which the Republic of the
Philippines has sovereignty and jurisdiction.

Section 3. The National Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA) shall
produce and publish charts and maps of the Philippines reflecting the West Philippine
Sea in accordance with this Order.

Section 4. The Philippine Government, through the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) in consultation with NAMRIA and other appropriate government agencies,


