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[ ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 401, June 02,
1998 ]

CREATING THE NATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR THE
1998 ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION (APEC)

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, PRESCRIBING ITS
AUTHORITY AND FUNCTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the integration of the gender perspective in all government policies and
programs is a commitment made by the Philippines during the Fourth World
Conference on Women;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, as host of the 1996 APEC Summit, has initiated in the
promotion of gender as a crosscutting concern in APEC;

WHEREAS, there is a need to continue to promote gender as a crosscutting priority
in all APEC fora and integrate a gender perspective at all levels of APEC work;

WHEREAS, the Philippines has been designated as host of the APEC MINISTERIAL
MEETING ON WOMEN, herein referred to as the MEETING to be held in Manila on
October 12-16, 1998;

WHEREAS, the convening of the Meeting is a concrete step as called for in the 1996
APEC Leaders Declaration in Subic (Paragraph 18), directing Ministers to “put special
emphasis on the full participation of women and youth”, in the implementation of
economic and technical cooperation agenda;

WHEREAS, the 1996 APEC Framework for Strengthening Economic Cooperation and
Development called for the need for economic and technical cooperation activities
that shall promote equal opportunity for men and women to avail of the benefits of
economic growth;

WHEREAS, during the APEC Senior Officials Meeting III in August 1997, support was
expressed to the joint proposal of the Governments of the Philippines and Canada to
host a one-off event to highlight the role of women in economic development and
integration of women into the mainstream of APEC activities;

WHEREAS, the Meeting will be primarily participated in by Ministers Responsible for
Women’s Concerns related to economies and trade in APEC to be supported by the
Heads of the National Machineries and Others, to advance and safeguard gender
issues in the Trade Investment Liberalization and Facilitation (TILF) agenda of APEC
particularly in the growth of small and medium enterprises, developing human
capital, harnessing technologies of the future and, promoting sustainable growth
and equitable development;

WHEREAS, there is an imperative need to create a body that shall organize and
oversee all activities for the holding of the said Meeting;



NOW, THEREFORE, I, FIDEL V. RAMOS, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by law, do hereby order that:

SECTION 1. CREATION. - There is hereby created a National Organizing Committee,
herein referred to as the NOC, to be composed of the following:

a. Secretary of Foreign Affairs – Chairperson
b. Secretary of Trade and Industry – Co-chair

c.
Chairperson, National Commission
on the Role of Filipino Women
(NCRFW)

– Co-chair

d. Executive Secretary – Member

e. Secretary of Socio-Economic
Planning – Member

f. Secretary of Finance – Member

g. Secretary of Budget and
Management – Member

h. Secretary of Agriculture – Member

i. Secretary of Environment and
Natural Resources – Member

j. Secretary of Health – Member
k. Secretary of Labor and Employment – Member

l. Secretary of Science and
Technology – Member

m. Secretary of Tourism – Member

n. Secretary of the Interior and Local
Government – Member

o. Secretary of Social Welfare and
Development – Member

p.
Director-General, Technical
Education and Skills Development
Authority

– Member

q. Chairperson, Commission on Higher
Education – Member

r. Officer-In-Charge, Philippine
Information Agency – Member

s. Executive Director of Population
Commission – Member

t. President, Women’s Business
Council, Philippines – Member

u.
Executive Director, Philippine
Council for Sustainable
Development (NGO Counterpart)

– Member

v. 1 Representative from the Academe
(TBI) – Member

w. 1 Representative from Women NGO
(TBI) – Member


