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[ ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 335, May 19, 1997
]

IMPOSING THE PENALTY OF DISMISSAL FROM SERVICE WITH
FORFEITURE OF RETIREMENT AND GRATUITY BENEFITS UNDER
THE LAW ON ATTORNEY NEREO C. NUÑEZ, REGISTER OF DEEDS

OF OZAMIZ CITY

This refers to the 31 July 1995 administrative complaint for grave misconduct filed
motu propio by the Land Registration Authority (LRA) against Atty. Nereo C. Nuñez,
Register of Deeds of Ozamiz City for his failure to account, for among others, three
hundred (300) pieces of blank land title forms.

The records show that on 01 December 1993, Atty. Nuñez personally received from
the Land Registration Authority, Property Section, three hundred (300) pieces of
Judicial Forms 109 and 109-D bearing serial numbers 2940901 to 2941200, one
typewriter, three (3) staplers and carbon papers. Said items were not turned over by
Atty. Nuñez to the Ozamiz City Registry of Deeds, as confirmed by the 17 May 1995
letter of Acting Register of Deeds Libby S. Tan. This was later validated by the failure
of Atty. Nuñez to mention the 300 forms in his January to December 1994 Report on
Judicial Forms which submitted to the LRA Central Office.

On 05 June 1995, the Chief of the LRA Inspection and Investigation Division formally
requested respondent to account for the missing forms. Despite receipt of the letter,
no explanation was submitted by the respondent.

On 31 July 1995, the present charge against the respondent was raised by LRA
Administrator Reynaldo Maulit. Two “show-cause” directives were sent to respondent
requiring him to explain his failure to account for the forms and supplies he
received. He was warned that his failure to answer will be deemed a waiver of his
right to a hearing and the case deemed submitted for appropriate action. Again,
notwithstanding receipt of the second notice, respondent failed to respond.

The evidence gathered during the investigation established the illegal and fraudulent
use by the respondent of the land title forms which he received.

Atty. Libby Tan submitted on 25 July 1995, four copies of certificates of title nos. T-
17915, T-20404, T-20566 and T-20249 issued and signed by the respondent and
which bear serial nos. 2940918, 2940925, 2940973 and 2940967, respectively. Said
serial numbers are among the missing 300 land title-forms.

The falsity of the foregoing alleged certificates of titles was confirmed by the
certified genuine copies of the four Transfer Certificate of Titles submitted by
Records Officer Adelina A. Chiong.

Following are the titles issued by the respondent using the missing serial numbers
vis-à-vis the regularly issued serial numbers:


