
106 OG No. 35, 4830 (Aug. 30, 2010)


[ EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 1, July 30, 2010 ]

CREATING THE PHILIPPINE TRUTH COMMISSION OF 2010

WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 1 of the 1987 Constitution of the Philippines solemnly
enshrines the principle that a public office is a public trust and mandates that public
officers and employees, who are servants of the people, must at all times be
accountable to the latter, serve them with utmost responsibility, integrity, loyalty
and efficiency, act with patriotism and justice, and lead modest lives;

WHEREAS, corruption is among the most despicable acts of defiance of this
principle and notorious violation of this mandate;

WHEREAS, corruption is an evil and scourge which seriously affects the political,
economic, and social life of a nation; in a very special way it inflicts untold
misfortune and misery on the poor, the marginalized and underprivileged sector of
society;

WHEREAS, corruption in the Philippines has reached very alarming levels, and
undermined the people’s trust and confidence in the Government and its
institutions;

WHEREAS, there is an urgent call for the determination of the truth regarding
certain reports of large scale graft and corruption in the government and to put a
closure to them by the filing of the appropriate cases against those involved, if
warranted, and to deter others from committing the evil, restore the people’s faith
and confidence in the Government and in their public servants;

WHEREAS, the President’s battlecry during his campaign for the Presidency in the
last elections “kung walang corrupt, walang mahirap” expresses a solemn pledge
that if elected, he would end corruption and the evil it breeds;

WHEREAS, there is a need for a separate body dedicated solely to investigating and
finding out the truth concerning the reported cases of graft and corruption during
the previous administration, and which will recommend the prosecution of the
offenders and secure justice for all;

WHEREAS, Book III, Chapter 10, Section 31 of Executive Order No. 292, otherwise
know as the Revised Administrative Code of the Philippines, gives the President the
continuing authority to reorganize the Office of the President.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BENIGNO SIMEON AQUINO III, President of the Republic
of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Creation of a Commission. – There is hereby created the PHILIPPINE
TRUTH COMMISSION, hereinafter referred to as the “COMMISSION”, which shall
primarily seek and find the truth on, and toward this end, investigate reports of
graft and corruption of such scale and magnitude that shock and offend the moral



and ethical sensibilities of the people, committed by public officers and employees,
their co-principals, accomplices and accessories from the private sector, if any,
during the previous administration; and thereafter recommend the appropriate
action or measure to be taken thereon to ensure that the full measure of justice
shall be served without fear or favor.

The Commission shall be composed of a Chairman and four (4) members who will
act as an independent collegial body.

SECTION 2. Powers and Functions. – The Commission, which shall have all the
powers of an investigative body under Section 37, Chapter 9, Book I of the
Administrative Code of 1987, is primarily tasked to conduct a thorough fact-finding
investigation of reported cases of graft and corruption referred to in Section 1,
involving third level public officers and higher, their co-principals, accomplices and
accessories from the private sector, if any, during the previous administration and
thereafter submit its finding and recommendations to the President, Congress and
the Ombudsman. In particular, it shall:

a)           Identify and determine the reported cases of such graft and
corruption which it will investigate;


b)           Collect, receive, review and evaluate evidence related to or
regarding the cases of large scale corruption which it has chosen to
investigate, and to this end require any agency, official or employee of
the Executive Branch, including government-owned or controlled
corporations, to produce documents, books, records and other papers;


c)           Upon proper request or representation, obtain information and
documents from the Senate and the House of Representatives records of
investigations conducted by committees thereof relating to matters or
subjects being investigated by the Commission;


d)      Upon proper request and representation, obtain information from
the courts, including the Sandiganbayan and the Office of the Court
Administrator, information or documents in respect to corruption cases
filed with the Sandiganbayan or the regular courts, as the case may be;


e)           Invite or subpoena witnesses and take their testimonies and for
that purpose, administer oaths or affirmations as the case may be;


f)       Recommend, in cases where there is a need to utilize any person
as a state witness to ensure that the ends of justice be fully served, that
such person who qualifies as a state witness under the Revised Rules of
Court of the Philippines be admitted for that purpose;


g)           Turn over from time to time, for expeditious prosecution, to the
appropriate prosecutorial authorities, by means of a special or interim
report and recommendation, all evidence on corruption of public officers
and employees and their private sector co-principals, accomplices or
accessories, if any, when in the course of its investigation the
Commission finds that there is reasonable ground to believe that they are
liable for graft and corruption under pertinent applicable laws;


h)           Call upon any government investigative or prosecutorial agency
such as the Department of Justice or any of the agencies under it, and
the Presidential Anti-Graft Commission, for such assistance and
cooperation as it may require in the discharge of its functions and duties;


i)        Engage or contract the services of resource persons, professionals
and other personnel determined by it as necessary to carry out its
mandate;


