
[ MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 03, September 07,
2016 ]

PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
PHILIPPINES AND THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE IN THE
IMPLEMENTATIONS OF MEASURES TO SUPPRESS AND PREVENT

LAWLESS VIOLENCE.

WHEREAS, on 04 September 2016 President Rodrigo Roa Duterte promulgated
Proclamation No. 55 declaring a state of national emergency on account of lawless
violence in Mindanao and calling out the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and
the Philippine National Police (PNP) to undertake all necessary measures to suppress
any and all forms of lawless violence in Mindanao and prevent the spread and
escalation thereof elsewhere in the country;

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for an effective and expeditious implementation of the
President’s directive in order to prevent further loss of innocent lives and destruction
of property and bring the whole country back to a state of complete normalcy as
quick as possible;

 

WHEREAS, to ensure respect and protection of the fundamental civil and political
rights of our citizens, there is also a need to define and delimit the measures that
the AFP and PNP can undertake during the state of lawless violence.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, SALVADOR C. MEDIALDEA, by the authority and order of
the President, do hereby promulgate the following directives and guidelines to be
observed during the subsistence of a state of lawless violence;

 

SECTION 1. The Department of National Defense (DND) and the Department of
Interior and Local Government (DILG) shall coordinate the immediate deployment of
additional forces of the AFP and the PNP to suppress lawless violence and acts of
terror in Mindanao and prevent such violence from spreading and escalating
elsewhere in the country. To the extent possible, the DND and the DILG shall deploy
AFP and PNP personnel on major streets and thoroughfares, as well as near crowded
places such as malls and train stations, in order to increase troop and military
visibility for deterrence and quick-response purposes, without causing undue alarm
to the general public.

 

SECTION 2. The AFP and the PNP shall intensify their local and transnational
intelligence operations against individuals or groups suspected of, or responsible for,
committing or conspiring to commit acts of lawless violence in the Philippines, and
may draw on budgetary funds duly appropriated for this purpose.

 

SECTION 3. The Department of Justice (DOJ) shall closely coordinate with the PNP
and other law-enforcement agencies for the prompt investigation and prosecution of
all individuals or groups apprehended for committing, or conspiring to commit, acts


