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[ PHIC PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR NO. 51, s. 2009, December 21, 2009 ]

OUTPATIENT BLOOD TRANSFUSION BENEFIT

In compliance to PhilHealth’s objective of providing its members with a responsive benefit, the Corporation shall
implement benefit for members/dependents with iliness that require blood transfusion in an outpatient basis.

I. General Rules:

II.

. This benefit shall cover blood transfusion (BT) procedures in cases that do not require confinement.

. Only PhilHealth accredited hospitals (Levels 1, 2, 3 and 4) shall be the qualified facilities for this outpatient

benefit.

. Blood transfusion shall be paid through “fee-for-service scheme” (FFS) and benefit shall be based on case type B

as specified in PhilHealth Circular #18 s. 2009.

Benefits:

. The Relative Value Unit (RVU) for outpatient BT procedure shall be based on its analogous procedure

(therapeutic aphaeresis). Claims for blood transfusion shall be coded as follows:

RVS PROCEDURE RVU

36430 Outpatient transfusion of blood or blood10
products; one or more units

. The maximum amount of benefit shall be as follows:

BENEFIT ITEM LEVEL 1 HOSPITALS LEVEL 2 HOSPITALS LEVEL 3 & 4 HOSPITALS
Drugs & Medicine 9,000 11,200 14,000

X-ray, Lab & Others 5,000 7,350 10,500

Operating Room 500 750 1,200

. Rule of single period of confinement (SPC) shall be implemented in this benefit where patients with repeat

procedures with interval of less than 90 days within a calendar year shall not be given a new benefit allowance
and can only avail of the unused benefit. This rule applies to drugs & medicine, laboratory and supplies.

. All medically-necessary drugs and medicines used during blood transfusion shall be reimbursed, example: folic

acid, iron, epoetin.

. Blood donor screening tests and other serologic/hematologic procedures such as ABO/ Rh blood typing and cross

matching shall be compensable under x-ray, laboratory and others.

. Professional fee shall be paid to the attending physician who rendered BT procedure based on RVU 10.

. Room and board charges are not covered by this benefit. However, one (1) day of the 45-day allowance per year

shall be deducted for each day of benefit availment.

. There shall be no additional PF payment for blood transfusion done during confinement or other PhilHealth-

covered procedures and services such as during hemodialysis.

II1. Claims Filing:



