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[ PRC BOARD FOR MARINE DECK OFFICERS AND
BOARD FOR MARINE ENGINEER OFFICERS JOINT

RESOLUTION NO. 08-02, S. OF 2008, July 24, 2008
]

ADOPTION OF A SINGLE LICENSURE EXAMINATION FOR THE
MARINE DECK OFFICERS AND MARINE ENGINEER OFFICERS IN

THE MANAGEMENT LEVEL

WHEREAS, Section 10 of Republic Act No. 8544, otherwise known as the “Philippine
Merchant Marine Officers Act of 1998”, provides for the powers and duties of the
Boards for Marine Deck Officers and Marine Engineer Officers (Boards).

WHEREAS, Section 10(g) of Republic Act No. 8544 provides that the Boards shall
look into the conditions affecting the practice of the Maritime Profession and
whenever necessary, adopt such measures as may be deemed proper for the
enhancement and maintenance of high professional and ethical standards of the
profession.

WHEREAS, the Boards are empowered to promulgate and adopt rules and
regulations necessary for carrying out the provisions of Republic Act No. 8544
pursuant to Section 10(a) thereof.

WHEREAS, the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code grouped
merchant marine officers into two (2) levels, namely, the Operational Level and the
Management Level Officers.

WHEREAS, the Management Level Officers is comprised of the Chief Mate and
Master Mariner for the Deck Department and the Second Engineer Officer and Chief
Engineer Officer for the Engine Department.

WHEREAS, the standards of competence, the tasks, duties and responsibilities, and
the level of knowledge of the subjects under the STCW Code which is required of
every candidate for certification as Chief Mate is similar with that of a Master
Mariner. Likewise, the standards of competence, the tasks, duties and
responsibilities, and the level of knowledge of the subjects under the STCW Code
which is required of every candidate for certification as Second Engineer Officer is
similar with that of a Chief Engineer Officer.

WHEREAS, the Boards deem it wise that a single licensure examination for the
Management Level officers is a positive and a proactive solution to the global
shortage of officers in the Management Level.

WHEREAS, other parties to the revised STCW Convention, such as India, United
States of America, Australia, and United Kingdom, among others, have adopted and
implemented a single licensure examination for the Management Level Officers.


