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[ DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2008-17,
September 08, 2008 ]

AMENDING SECTION 10 OF DAO NO. 25 SERIES OF 1992 AND
PROVIDING CRITERIA IN THE IDENTIFICATION AND
PROCEDURES IN THE DELINEATION AND/OR DEMARCATION OF
MANAGEMENT ZONES WITHIN PROTECTED AREAS

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 7586 otherwise known as the National Integrated
Protected System Act (NIPAS Act) and its Implementing Rules and Regulations, and
to rationalize the designation of management zones within protected areas. Section
10 of DAO 25, series of 1992 is hereby amended.

Section 1- Objectives. This Order aims to provide the criteria in the identification
and edures in the delineation and/or demarcation of management zones within
protected areas.

Section 2. Scope and Coverage. This Order applies to all protected areas under the
MipAS except for those protected areas which have already been covered by specific
nabling laws prior to issuance of this Order.

Section 3. Definition of Terms. As used in this Order, the following terms shall mean:

Delineation - refers to the actual ground survey of the boundaries of protected areas
and/ or its management zones using Global Positioning System (GPS) or other
applicable surveying instruments/technologies to come up with a map of the area.

Demarcation - refers to the establishment of the boundaries of a protected area
and/or management zone using viable markers/monuments, bouys in case of
marine areas, and known natural features/landmarks, among others, as a result of
the actual ground delineation.

Section 4. Rationalization of Management Zones. Section 10 of DAO 25, S. of 1992
is hereby amended to reduce the nine (9) categories of management zones
enumerated therein to two (2) classifications:

4.1 Multiple Use Zone (MUZ)

MUZ are areas or zone for settlement, traditional and/or sustainable land-use,
including agriculture, agro forestry, and other income generating or livelihood
activities may be allowed consistent with the Protected Area Management Plan of
the protected area.

The zone includes, among others, areas of high recreational tourism, educational or
environmental awareness values and areas consisting of installation allowed under
existing Guidelines and of national significance/interest such as facilities/structures



for renewable energy, telecommunications and electric power generation, among
others.

4.2 Strict Protection Zone (SP2)

SPZ are areas or zone consist of natural areas with high biodiversity value, closed to
ALL human activities except for scientific studies and/or ceremonial or non-
extractive use by the Indiginous cultural communities/indigenous peoples.

It may also include habitats of threatened species, or degraded areas that have
been designated for restoration and subsequent protection, even if these areas are
still various of regeneration.

Section 5. Criteria in the Identification of Management Zones. The following criteria
e used in the identification of management zones:

5.1 Areas that are intended for strict protection zones may include any or a
combination of the following:

5.1.1 Remaining natural vegetation or ecosystems representative of the
biogeographic zone (such as lowland forest, coral reefs, seagrass
beds and old gr mangroves);

5.1.2 Habitat of wildlife, either threatened or endemic to the area,
necessary in part or wholly to complete their life cycle; and/or

5.1.3 Areas that would need restoration or rehabilitation to maintain the
ecological integrity of the Strict Protection Zone once restored.

There can be more than one Strict Protection Zone in protected areas with a
diversity of ecosystems with ecological niches.

5.2 All areas that do not fall within the criteria for Strict Protection Zone shall be
considered Multiple Use Zone. Sub-zonification of the multiple use zone may be
done during the formulation of the protected area management plan.

Section 6. Procedure in the Identification/Designation and Delineation and/or
Demarcation of Strict Protection Zone (SPZ) and Multiple-Use Zone (MUZ).

6.1 Identification. The following activities shall be undertaken in the identification of
SPZ and MUZ:

6.1.1 Site assessment. A team headed by the Protected Area
Superintendent (PASu) shall be created by the Protected Area
Management Board (PAMB) to undertake the assessment and
delineation of the SPZ and MUZ. The team shall preferably be
composed of the members of the teams that conducted the
Protected Area Suitability Assessment (PASA). Survey and
Registration of Protected Area Occupants and Resources Profiling
(SRPAO), and representatives from the PAMB, concerned Local
Government Units and affected local communities.

The assessment shall be done to evaluate the various biological,



