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GUIDELINES FOR THE CATTLE BREEDING PROGRAM OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

As one of the essential vehicles in the pursuit of the Medium Term Livestock
Development Program (MTLDP) it is hereby declared that the breeding schemes for
beef and dairy cattle are conducted within the following set of guidelines.

General Objective

To insure continuity of the program of developing breeder bases that will attain high
quality standards of heritability, adaptability, productivity and resistance to diseases
that will address both the dairy and beef characteristics pursued by the MTLDP.

Breeds to Use

The Department of Agriculture has opted to adopt a crossbreeding and upgrading
program initially utilizing specifically the American Brahman, Holstein, Simmental
and Sahiwal breeds and their respective crossbreeds. This does not preclude the
possibility that other breeds maybe considered in the future.

American Brahman - obviously the American Brahman breed is utilized for its known
adaptability to tropical conditions, hardiness, excellent foraging ability, maternal
ease, longevity as well as heat and insect tolerance.

Simmental - The Simmental complements the traits of American Brahman with early
sexual maturity, fertility, milking ability, rapid growth and good beef characteristics.

Simbrah - The hybrid between Simmental and American Brahman exhibits sound
underlines, i.e. a clean sheath teamed with large scrotal size on the bulls and well
attached udders with small teats on the cows. It has thick muscling and reasonable
dispositions. Calves are known to perform well when placed directly under feedlot.
They produce desirable carcass at 12-15 months of age.

Holstein Friesian - This breed is large in size by both beef and dairy standards. It is
used for crossbreeding with beef breeds particularly the American Brahmans and
Sahiwals to produce a dual-purpose animal. They are known to be the highest milk
producers of all the dairy breeds. However, where they excel in volume, their fat and
solids-not-fat (SNF) content is low compared to the other dairy breeds. Holstein
Friesians are late maturing, they have good dispositions and good mothering ability.

Sahiwal - of the Zebu breeds, Sahiwals are known to be the heaviest milkers on the
average. They display a more prominent and well developed udder. They are tick
resistant and heat tolerant and are noted for its hardiness under unfavorable
climatic conditions.



Sahiwals are relatively small, displaying the tropical characteristics of short, sleek
coat with pronounced hump and dewlap on the male.

Program Implementation

The Department's cattle breeding program shall be administered by the Bureau of
Animal Industry for the beef breed and the Philippines Dairy Corporation for the
dairy breed components. The direct supervision, control and evaluation shall be the
responsibility of the respective stock farms, nucleus farms, or anchor farms. Each of
these farms shall maintain appropriate and accurate records which will be accessed
to data bank in the national offices of BAI and PDC who shall also cause the regular
monitoring and assessment of the breeding programs.

Site Assignments

Beef and dairy cattle breeding -The location of the various breeding schemes are as
follows:

1. Busuanga cattle breeding station -

a. American Brahman - purebreed line
 b. Native cattle upgrading program

 c. Various crossbreeding (research) trials

2. Ubay Stock Farm -

a. Simmental x American Brahman to produce 3/8 Simmental x 5/8 American
Brahman

b. Upgrading of locally raised zebu cattle

3. Masbate Stock Farm -

a. Upgrading of locally raised zebu cattle

4. Malaybalay Stock Farm -

a. At Dalwangan: Simmental x American Brahman to produce 3/8 Simmental x 5/8
American Brahman

b. At Lot 184: Holstein Freisian x Sahiwal to produce 5/8 H.F. x 3/8 Sahiwal
(mixture of reds and blacks)

5. Sto. Tomas, Davao del Norte Coop (anchor farm)

a. H.F. x Sahiwal F1 Crosses (reds) to produce 5/8 H.F. x 3/8 Sahiwal. Inter se
breeding. To select and maintain only red color. The main criterion, however, is high
milk yield.

6. Ormoc, Leyte Coop (anchor farm)

a. H.F. x Sahiwal F1 Crosses (black) to produce 5/8 H.F. x 3/8 Sahiwal. Inter se
breeding. To select and maintain only black color. The main criterion, however, is
high milk yield.

7. Additional sites may be determined by the BAI and PDC in the future.


