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[ PROCLAMATION NO. 1637, October 04, 2008 ]

CONVERSION OF THE CITY OF TACLOBAN INTO A HIGHLY-
URBANIZED CITY

WHEREAS, Section 452 of the Local Government Code (LGC) of 1991 provides that
cities with a minimum population of two hundred thousand (200,000) inhabitants as
certified by the National Statistics Office and with the latest income of at least Fifty
Million Pesos (P50,000,000.00) based on 1991 constant prices, as certified by the
City Treasurer, shall be classified as highly-urbanized cities.

WHEREAS, Section 453 of the LGC of 1991 also provides that it shall be the duty of
the President of the Philippines to declare a city as highly-urbanized within thirty
(30) days after it shall have met the minimum requirements prescribed in Section
452 of the same Code, upon proper application therefore;

WHEREAS, under the Rules and Regulations Implementing the Local Government
Code of 1991, the procedure for converting a city into a highly-urbanized city is as
follows:

a. Resolution - The interested city shall submit to the Office of the President of
the Philippines a resolution of its Sanggunian adopted by a majority of all its
members in a meeting duly called for the purpose, and approved and endorsed
by the city mayor. Said resolution shall be accompanied by a certification as to
income and population.

b. Declaration of Conversion - Within thirty (30) days from receipt of such
resolution, the President of the Philippines shall, after verifying that the income
and population requirements have been met, declare the city as highly-
urbanized.

c. Plebiscite - Within one hundred twenty (120) days from the declaration of the
President of the Philippines or as specified in the declaration, the COMELEC
shall conduct a plebiscite in the city proposed to be converted. Such plebiscite
shall be preceded by a comprehensive information campaign to be conducted
by the COMELEC with the assistance of national and local government officials,
media, NGOs and other interested parties.

WHEREAS, the Sangguniang Panlungsod of the City of Tacloban in Resolution No.
2008-10-408 dated June 6, 2008, requests the President of the Philippines to
declare the City of Tacloban as a highly-urbanized city;

WHEREAS, the City of Tacloban has met the minimum requirements prescribed
under Section 452 of the LGC of 1991 for a city to be classified as highly-urbanized;



