
September 15, 1999

MINISTERIAL UNDERSTANDING ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
ASEAN HIGHWAY NETWORK PROJECT

WE the undersigned, attending the Fifth ASEAN Transport Ministers
Meeting held in Hanoi, Vietnam on 15-16 September 1999;

RECALLING the following policy directives enunciated by the ASEAN
Heads of State and Government:

1. Manila Declaration of 1987 signed on 15 December 1987,
which provided that the existing transportation system shall
be strengthened to ultimately form an overall ASEAN
transportation network;

2. ASEAN Vision 2020 adopted in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on
15 December 1997, which resolved, inter alia, the
development of an integrated and harmonized trans-ASEAN
transportation network;

3. Hanoi Plan of Action adopted on 15 December 1998, which
provided for intensifying cooperation in the development of
the trans-ASEAN transportation network as the trunkline or
main corridor for the movement of goods and people in
ASEAN, consisting of major road (interstate highway)
networks, among others, and the development and
implementation of the ASEAN Highway Network Project; and

4. Hanoi Declaration of 1998 signed on 16 December 1998,
which called for the development and strengthening of ASEAN
regional infrastructure through the expansion of transport
links and the provision of efficient and quality infrastructure.

RECALLING FURTHER our resolve under the Ministerial Understanding
on ASEAN Cooperation in Transportation signed in Bali, Indonesia on 18
March 1996, to establish and develop a harmonized and integrated
regional transportation system, promote interconnectivity and
interoperability of national networks and access thereto, and strengthen
and enhance existing cooperation efforts in the development of transport
infrastructure;

NOTING the steady progress of the ongoing cooperation activities of the
ASEAN Highway Experts and the Senior Transport Officials Meeting in the
development of the ASEAN Highway Network Project;

REAFFIRMING our commitment at the Second ASEAN Transport
Ministers Meeting held in Chiang Mai, Thailand on 28 February 1997, to
jointly develop a complete system of highway network to link ASEAN
Member Countries together and where technical standards of design and
road traffic safety are compatible; and



RECOGNIZING that the ASEAN Highway Network Project is a critical
infrastructural support facility necessary for the greater and closer
integration of the ASEAN region, as well as in the facilitation of regional
trade, investment and tourism opportunities;

DO HEREBY AGREE THAT :

ARTICLE I
 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this Ministerial Understanding on the Development of
the ASEAN Highway Network Project are :

(a) To provide the institutional mechanism to formalize the
strategic route configuration and the uniform technical design
standards of the ASEAN Highway Network, being the major
road (interstate highway) component of the overall trans-
ASEAN transportation network;

(b) To formulate the ASEAN Highway Infrastructure
Development Plan consisting of priority highway projects of
regional significance, for funding and implementation through
Official Development Assistance (ODA), project financing by
the private sector or by joint public-private sector
arrangement, or by the individual ASEAN Member Countries,
as may be necessary;

(c) To promote cooperation with other international and
regional organizations, so as to ensure technical compatibility
of ASEAN's road standards and road safety requirements and
create stronger road transport links and connections within
ASEAN and those with neighboring or adjoining regions; and

(d) To intensify cooperation in the facilitation of international
road traffic throughout the ASEAN region.

ARTICLE 2
 ASEAN HIGHWAY ROUTE CONFIGURATION AND

 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

(1) Member Countries shall adhere to the route configuration of the
ASEAN Highway Network, the network details and designations of which
are described in Annex "A", which forms an integral part of this
Ministerial Understanding, for the coordinated improvement and
upgrading of their national road (interstate highway) routes of the ASEAN
Highway Network.

(2) Member Countries shall conform to the recommended technical
design standards and requirements set out in Annex "B", which forms an
integral part of this Ministerial Understanding.

ARTICLE 3
 DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE

 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
ASEAN HIGHWAY NETWORK PROJECT


