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[ BOC CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 29-
2004, October 14, 2004 ]

GUIDELINES IN THE APPLICATION AND USE OF REFRIGERANT
IDENTIFIER/ANALYZER IN TESTING SUSPICIOUS SHIPMENTS

OF OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES (ODS) AND ITS
ALTERNATIVES AND ODS USING/CONTAINING PRODUCTS AND

EQUIPMENT

I. OBJECTIVES:



1. To define the procedures and responsibilities in the application and use
of Refrigerant Identifier/Analyzer in the monitoring and control of
importation of ODS and ODS alternatives as well as in using ODS
containing products/equipment.




2. To comply with the Bureau's commitment in the scheduled phase out
of ozone depleting substances as mandated by the Montreal Protocol.

II. DEFINITION OF TERMS:



For the purpose of this memorandum the definition of the following terms should be
as follows:




1. The MONTREAL PROTOCOL on substances that deplete the Ozone
Layer is an agreement among 129 countries, including the Philippines,
which limits the production, application and use of the most common
ozone depleting substances like CFC's and provides for the phase-out of
those chemicals; the protocol to the Vienna Convention, signed in 1987,
which commits Parties to take concrete measures to protect the ozone
layer by freezing, reducing and phasing-out the production and
consumption of controlled substances.




2. OZONE DEPLETION is the process by which stratospheric ozone
molecules are destroyed by man-made chemicals leading to a reduction
in its concentration.




3. OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES (ODS) refers to those substances
that significantly deplete or otherwise the ozone layer in a manner that is
likely to result in advance effects on human health and environment such
as but not limited to chlorofluorocarbons, hales and the like. ODS are
chemicals substances that have the potential to react with ozone
molecules in the stratosphere, any substance which is controlled under
the Montreal Protocol and its amendments.   ODS include CFCs, HCFCs,



Halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform,
hydrobromoflourocarbons, bromochloromethane and methyl bromide.

4. ODS-BASED PRODUCTS/EQUIPMENT - product or equipment which
contains ODS, including equipment whose continuous functioning relies
on the use of ODS.

5. OZONE DEPLETION POTENTIAL (ODP) - a measure of substance's
ability to destroy stratospheric ozone, based on its atmospheric lifetime,
stability, reactivity and content of elements that can attack ozone, such
as chlorine and bromine.  All ODPs are based on the reference measure
of 1 for CFC-11.

6. Refrigerant 134A (TETRAFLOUROETHANE) is colorless, non-flammable
gas atmospheric pressure with a slight ethereal odor supplied in low
pressure steel cylinders.  It is an alternative chemical for ozone depleting
substances especially for CFC 12 (dichlorodiflouromethane) which is an
ozone depleting substance (ODS) and regulated by the DENR-EMB
pursuant to R.A. 6969 and our commitment to the Montreal Protocol.

7. CFC 12 (DICHLORODIFLOUROMETHANE) is a colorless liquid, or at
atmospheric pressure non-flammable, non-corrosive gas with a slight
ethereal odor supplied in low pressure steel cylinders.   There is a
significant demand for CFC 11 and a small demand for R-502.   The
demand for CFC 12 and R-502 is for servicing of refrigerators and air-
conditioning systems.

III. OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS



1. Refrigerant Identifier/Analyzer, which was donated by the UNEP
through the DENR to the BOC (EPU-IEG) can identify four (4) chemicals,
namely: R-12, R-22, R-134A and Hydrocarbon.




2. A Refrigerant Identifier shall be issued to each and every Collection
District by means of a Memorandum Receipt by the Chief, EPU-IEG.   It
will be under the custody of the District Commander, ESS and will be
operated by the EPU-IEG operatives assigned in the area.




3. Importation of ODS and ODS alternatives are usually selected by
ACOS as either Yellow, where only document examination is required, or
Red, in which case both documents and physical examination is required.




4. Importation of ODS and ODS alternatives are released from BOC only
upon presentation of a Pre-Shipment Importation Clearance (PSIC)
issued by the Philippine Ozone Desk, Environmental Management
Bureau, DENR to accredited and registered importers (CMC 75-2003).




5. A copy of Pre-Shipment Importation Clearance is forwarded to the
EPU-IEG, personally delivered by POD-EMB-DENR representative.





