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[ ATO MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 25-02,
OCTOBER 7, 2002, October 07, 2002 ]

TYPE CERTIFICATE VALIDATION PROCESS FOR AIRCRAFTS,
AIRCRAFT ENGINES AND PROPELLERS

SECTION 1.       Introduction. — Section 32 of Republic Act No. 776 empowers the
Assistant Secretary of the Air Transportation Office to issue type certificates for
aircraft, aircraft engines, and propellers.  Moreover,
ICAO Annex 8 — Airworthiness
of Aircraft, and paragraph (c), Section 2.1.3 of ICAO Doc. 9760 — Airworthiness
Manual, Vol. I states that: "The
airworthiness regulations developed/adopted by the
states should include provisions for the issuance or validation of type certificate of
aircraft intended to be entered on the state's register for the first time."   In
compliance thereto, the Air Transportation Office has established a Type Certificate
Validation Program through Memorandum Circular No. 09-95, dated August 10,
1995, which contains the standard procedural requirements in accepting foreign
designed and manufactured class I aeronautical products.  This
means that a first of
a kind aircraft, aircraft engine, and propeller of foreign design and manufacture
should undergo the type certificate validation process in order to become eligible for
import and obtain Philippine airworthiness and registration certificates.

Effective immediately, in the interest
of aviation safety, an aircraft, aircraft engine
and/or propeller are eligible for import to the Republic of the Philippines if the type
certificate has been validated by this Office.

SECTION 2.             Objectives. — Type validation is a direct type approval process
based on the design standards stated in Section 3 of this circular.  It is necessary in
instituting regulatory control once the aeronautical product is accepted and allowed
to operate in the Philippines.  The
process is accomplished through a comprehensive
technical inspection at
the manufacturing facilities which consists of the following:

1.         Evaluate the certification program, manufacturing standards and
certification basis;

2.                 Review
and familiarize the basic engineering design concept
including embodied
 engineering approvals and/or modifications to the
design;

3.                 Evaluate
 and approve the instructions for continued
airworthiness, maintainability, repetition of manufacturing, inspection and
maintenance
 training programs, and materials review board (MRB)
reports;

4.         Familiarize with the performance and operational characteristics
of the product;



5.         Evaluate the company quality assurance/control system and after
sales product support;

6.                 Learn about aircraft trend and on-condition monitoring
techniques;

7.         Keep abreast of new developments in the design, construction
and maintenance of aircraft and equipment; and

8.              Establish liaison with the manufacturers and foreign exporting
authorities.

SECTION 3.       Design Standards. — The following US Federal Aviation Regulations,
including its latest amendments, are adopted:

1)           US FAR Part 23 — Airworthiness Standards: Normal, Utility,
Acrobatic, and Commuter Category Airplanes

2)           US FAR Part 25 — Airworthiness Standards: Transport Category
Airplanes

3)           US FAR Part 27 — Airworthiness Standards: Normal Category
Rotorcraft

4)           US FAR Part 29 — Airworthiness Standards: Transport Category
Rotorcraft

5)      US FAR Part 31 — Airworthiness Standards: Manned Free Balloons

6)      US FAR Part 33 — Airworthiness Standards: Aircraft Engines

7)           US FAR Part 34 — Fuel Venting and Exhaust Emission
Requirements for Turbine Engine Powered Airplanes

8)      US FAR Part 35 — Airworthiness Standards: Propellers

9)      US FAR Part 36 — Noise Standards: Aircraft Type and Airworthiness
Certification

Where the aeronautical products are non-US type certified or render the above
standards inadequate, the Assistant Secretary of the Air Transportation Office shall
impose special conditions and/or requirements that are necessary to provide a level
of safety equivalent to the above regulations.

SECTION 4.       Competent Authority
— In accordance with Presidential Decree (PD)
No. 1570 and ICAO Doc. No. 9760, the aeronautical engineers of Aircraft
Engineering Section, Aviation Safety Division are responsible for administering the
type certificate validation process.

SECTION 5.       Application — The
applicant for the type validation of an aircraft,
aircraft engine and/or propeller shall be the manufacturer or, where applicable, the
holder of the type certificate.

The application shall be made on a form and in a manner prescribed by the
Assistant Secretary and is submitted to Aircraft Engineering Section.   The
application must be accompanied by: (1) A general description of the product, 
including
 a three-view drawing of the aircraft or a cross-section drawing of the


