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[ BIR REVENUE REGULATIONS NO. 14-99, October
13, 1999 ]

AMENDING SECTION 2 OF REVENUE REGULATIONS NO. 14-97,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS REVENUE REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE IMPOSITION OF EXCISE TAXES ON AUTOMOBILES AND
OTHER MOTOR VEHICLES

SECTION 1. Scope. — Pursuant to the provisions of Section 244, in relation to
Section 243 of the National Internal Revenue Code of 1997, these regulations are
hereby promulgated to implement the provisions of Section 149 of Title VI, Chapter
VI of the said Code, imposing excise taxes on automobiles and other motor vehicles.

SECTION 2. Amended provisions. — Section 2 of Revenue Regulations No. 14-97 is
hereby amended and shall now read as follows:

a. Automobile — shall be defined as a four (4) or more wheeled vehicle other than
trucks or passenger jeepneys, as defined under R.A. 4136 and R.A. 1138, which is
propelled by gasoline, diesel, electricity or any other motive power, and specially
designed to transport persons and not primarily to transport freight or merchandise.
It shall include utility or light commercial vehicles designhed for passenger use with
seats for less than ten (10) passengers, including the driver. The number of seats
shall be determined in accordance with the rules stated in the fifth paragraph below.

Provided, that the manufacturer's technical specifications as stated in the
manufacturer's certification and manufacturer's catalogue or brochure must show
that the vehicle has met the requirements of these regulations on the number of
seats, seatbelts, seat and feet space measurements and must likewise contain the
model code of the vehicle. Vehicles that do not have manufacturer's certification and
manufacturer's catalogues or brochures or whose manufacturer's certification and
manufacturer's catalogues or brochures do not contain the required information, or
show that the vehicle do not meet the requirements of this regulation shall be
subject to tax under Section 149 of the Tax Code as an automobile.

Provided, further, that ocular inspection must be conducted in all cases, taking
careful consideration of several factors, particularly the seat and feet space
measurement, for the proper determination as to whether said vehicle is an
automobile. A written report of each ocular inspection must be prepared by the
inspecting officer to enable the reviewing officer to determine whether the vehicle
inspected meets the criteria of an automobile as defined in these regulations.

Provided, further, that notwithstanding any contrary rule, closed or covered four-
wheel drive vehicles, primarily designed to carry passengers, regardless of the
number of seats, shall be considered and taxed as an automobile for purposes of
these regulations starting February 1, 2000.



