
[ Act No. 2666., November 18, 1916 ]

AN ACT TO REORGANIZE THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Legislature, that:
 

SECTION 1. Executive Departments.-There shall hereafter be, in addition to the
Departments of the Interior and of Public Instruction, a Department of Finance, a
Department of Justice, a Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and a
Department of Commerce and Communications, and all executive functions of the
Government provided for in this Act shall be under the direct control of said six
Departments, subject to the general supervision and control of the Governor-
General.

 

The Departments of the Interior and of Public Instruction shall continue as
heretofore under the executive authority of the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Public Instruction, respectively. The Department of Finance shall
perform its functions under the executive authority of a Secretary of Finance. The
Department of Justice shall perform its functions under the executive authority of a
Secretary of Justice.  The Department of Agriculture and f Natural Resources shall
perform its functions under the execute authority of a Secretary of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, and the Department of Commerce  and Communications shall
perform its functions under the executive authority of a Secretary of Commerce and
Communications.

 

With the exception of the Secretary of Public Instruction, all Secretaries shall have
the following qualifications: Be a citizen of the Philippine Islands and have resided in
the Islands continuously during the three years next preceding his appointment and
be not less than thirty years of age. They shall be appointed at the beginning of
each Legislature by the Governor-General, by and with the consent of the Senate,
and shall hold office, unless removed sooner, until their successors shall have been
appointed and qualified.

 

There shall be in each Department an Under Secretary, appointed by the Governor-
Gerenal, by and with the consent of the Senate, who shall perform such duties as
may be assigned to him by the Secretary of the Department and as may hereafter
be imposed upon him by law.

 

Whenever a Department Secretary is unable to perform his duties owing to illness,
absence, or other cause, or in case of a vacancy in the office, the respective Under
Secretary shall temporarily perform the duties of said office.

 

SEC. 2. Appearance in either House.-The Secretaries may be called, and shall be
entitled to be heard, by either c of the two Houses of the Legislature, for the
purpose of reporting on matters pertaining to their Deparments, unless the public
interest shall require otherwise and the Governor-General shall so state in writing.

 

SEC. 3. Bureaus and offices under the Department of the Interior.-The Department
of the Interior shall, as heretofore, have the direct executive control, direction, and
supervision of matters pertaining to the non-Christian tribes, the Philippine General


