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17. Power to take measurements, photographs and fingerprints of criminal
inmates.

18. Deductions from salaries of certain officers.

19. Non-liability for act done under authority of a warrant.

THE SIERRALEONE CORRECTIONAL SERVICE ACT, 2014

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS PART IV - OFFENCES BY CORRECTIONS OFFICERS
Section 20. Absence from duty without cause.
21. Assault on officer senior in rank.
PART |- PRELIMINARY 22. Miscellaneous offences by corrections officers.
1. Application. 23. Other offences.
2. Interpretation. 24. Corrections officers not to be members of trade unions.
25. Corrections officers not to engage in dealings with inmates.
PART II-CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE SIERRA 26. Search of corrections officers.
LEONE CORRECTIONAL SERVICE 27. Powers of officers holding disciplinary inquires.
3. Establishment of Service. _ PART V—ESTABLISHMENTAND CONTROL OF CORRECTIONAL
4. Director-General and Deputy Director-General. CENTRES
5. Functions of Director-General.
6. Departments of the Service. _ 28. Declaration of correctional centres.
7. Directors and other members of the Service. 29. Temporary correctional centres.
8. Appointments in the Service etc. 30. Officers in charge.
9. Establishment of Council. 31. Appointment of police officers to perform the duties of corrections
10. Functions of Council. officers.
32. Women officers and female inmates.
PART Ill - POWERS, DUTIES AI(\I)EFIT(F;E\;Q%_EGES OF CORRECTION 33. Medical officers.

. . . PART VI - ADMISSION AND CONTROL OF INMATES
11. General powers and duties of corrections officers.

12. Responsibility of corrections officer in charge of stores, etc. 34. Admission of inmates.

13. Cases where corrections officers have powers of police officers. 35. Prohibition against admission of infant children of female inmates.
14. Arrest of corrections officers. - _ 36. Information to be provided on admission.

15. Power to examine persons or vehicles for prohibited articles. 37. Medical examination.

16. Use of force by corrections officer. 38. Access to other medical and related services.

39. Inmates in custody of officer in charge.
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Transfer of inmates.

Detention of remand inmates.

Custody of person under arrest.

Inmates required as witnesses.

Inmates under Police escort.

Inmates may be transferred to any other correctional centre.
Removal of inmates with contagious diseases.

Removal of inmates of unsound mind.

Removal of sick inmates to hospital.

Measures for further security of inmates in hospital.
Corrections officer not liable for escape of inmates in hospital.
Employment of inmates and abolition of hard labour.
Employment of unconvicted inmates

Maintenance of certain inmates from private sources.
Separation of male and female inmates.

Juveniles not to be detained in correctional centres.

Inmates to be subject to correctional centre discipline.
Petitions to the Council.

PART VII - RELEASE AND REMISSION

Release of inmates.

Remission of part of sentence of certain inmates.

Habitual criminals may be released subject to Supervision Order.
Review of sentences.

Release on parole.

PART VIII - OFFENCES BY INMATES

Correctional centre offences.

Punishments that may be imposed by subordinate court.
Punishment of minor correctional centre offences by junior or
subordinate officers.

Transfer of case.

Punishment of minor correctional centre offences by senior officer or
visiting justice.
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Punishment of inmates by officers in charge.

Punishment of inmates by the Director-General

Complaints Committee.

Punishment of correctional centre offences by Magistrates.
Inmate's defence.

Medical examination before punishment.

Segregation of an inmate.

Register of punishments.

PART IX-ESCAPE OF INMATES

Escape of inmates
Corrections officer aiding inmate to escape.

PART X-OFFENCES IN RELATION TO INMATES

Prohibited articles.

Seizure of prohibited articles, etc.

Communicating with inmates.

Trespassing.

Unlawful possession of correctional centre articles.
Incitement and abetting of desertion, mutiny and sedition.
Habouring inmates.

General penalty.

PART XI-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Disposal of deceased's estates.

Appointment of correctional centre Ministers.
Appointment and powers of correctional centre visitors.
Rewards and gratuities.

Power to make Rules.

Repeal of Act No. 22 of 1960.



SieNED this 17th day of September, 2014.

DR. ERNEST BAI KOROMA,
President.
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Sierra Leone

The Sierra Leone Correctional Service Act, 2014. Short title.

Being an Act to establish the Sierra Leone Correctional
Service, to introduce provisions for the organisation and
management of correctional centres and for other related matters.

[ Date of com-
mencement.

EnacTep by the President and Members of Parliament in this
present Parliament assembled.
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Application.

Interpre-
tation.

PART 1-PRELIMINARY

1. (1) This Act shall apply to all correctional centres
administered by the Government, all inmates lawfully held in such
correctional centres and to all members of the Sierra Leone Correctional
Service.

(2) Nothingin this Act shall be deemed to render unlawful
the detention of inmates in chiefdom or police detention centres or
lockups.

(3) The Minister may by order apply all or any of the
provisions of this Act or any subsidiary legislation made under it to
any correctional or detention centre or lock-up administered by the
Government, any Chiefdom Council or by the Police or to any inmate
or class of inmates detained in any correctional or detention centre or
lock-up or to any person employed in the control or administration of
any correctional or detention centre or lock-up.

(4) The Minister may by statutory instrument revoke or
vary any order made under subsection (3).

(5) The Minister may in any order provide that in the
application of any provision of this Act or any subsidiary legislation
made under it to any correctional centre or lock-up or to any inmate
or class of inmates or to any person employed in the control or
administration of any correctional centre the provision shall be subject
to such adaptations and modifications as he may think necessary.

2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
"aggravated correctional centre offence” means an

offence declared to as such under rules made under
this Act;
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“appellant inmate” means any convicted criminal inmate
who is detained in a correctional centre as a result of
aconviction which is the subject matter of an appeal
notice of which has been accepted but the decision
in regard to which has not been given;

“civil inmate” means any inmate other than a criminal
inmate;

“convicted criminal inmate” means any criminal inmate
under sentence of a court or court martial;

“correctional centre” means a correctional centre
established under this Act;

“corrections officer” means any member of the
Correctional Service of whatever rank;

“Council” means the Sierra Leone Correctional Service
Council established by section 9;

“court” means any court or authority entitled to pass
a sentence in a criminal case or to order a person to
be detained in custody in any case;

“criminal inmate” means any person duly committed
to custody under the writ, warrant or order of any
court exercising criminal jurisdiction or by order of a
court martial;

“Director” means a Director of Correctional Services.

“inmate” means any person, whether convicted or
not, under detention in any correctional centre;”

“Judge” means a Judge of the High Court;
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“junior corrections officer” means a corrections officer
of a class declared by the Minister to be a junior
corrections officer ;

Act No. 32 "justice of the peace” means a justice of the peace
of 1965. appointed under the Courts Act, 1965;

"juvenile” means a person under the apparent age of
eighteen years;

"Medical Officer" means either the District Medical
Officer of the district in which the correctional centre
is situated or, in his absence any registered or
licensed Government medical practitioner or the
medical officer appointed to a correctional centre ifa
medical officer has been so appointed;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for
correctional services;

"minor correctional centre offence" means an offence
declared to be such under rules made under this
Act;

"officer-in-charge” means the corrections officer
appointed by the Director to be in charge of any
correctional centre and, in correctional centres where
no such corrections officer has been appointed,
includes an administrative officer in charge of a
correctional centre;

"prohibited article” means an article the introduction
or removal into or out of a correctional centre of
which is prohibited by this Act,

""senior corrections officer " means a corrections officer
of a class declared by the Minister to be a senior
corrections officer;
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"Service" means the Sierra Leone Correctional Service;

"young inmate" means an inmate who is apparently of
or above the age of eighteen years and less than the
age of twenty-one years.

PART II-CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE
SIERRALEONE CORRECTIONAL SERVICE

3. There is hereby established a body to be known as the Establishment

Sierra Leone Correctional Service. of Service.
4. (1) The Service shall have— Director-
General and
. Deputy
(@) aDirector-General who shall be the head of pirecior
the Service; and General.

(b) aDeputy Director-General.

(2) The Director-General and the Deputy Director-General
shall be appointed by the President acting on the advice of the Council
and subject to the approval of Parliament.

5. (1) The Director-General, as head of the Service shall have Functions of
responsibility for the operational control and administration of the gierneecrgolr'
Service and the control and supervision of all inmates subject to the '
directions of the Council.

(2) The Director-General may, subject to this Act and to
the directions of the Council, from time to time make standing orders
and give administrative directions for observance by all correctional
centre officers in carrying out their duties under this Act.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
enactment, the Director-General shall have power to make any
decision, give any directive and do any act or thing to ensure the
security and good governance of any correctional centre.



