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ACT

dated 24th May, 2012

THE PUBLIC ELECTIONS ACT, 2012
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PART I-PRELIMINARY
Interpretation.
PART II-ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Establishment of Electoral Commission.

Independence of Electoral Commission.

Resignation from Electoral Commission.

Removal of member for gross misconduct.

Remuneration, allowances and privileges of members.
Functions of Electoral Commission.

Proceedings of Electoral Commission.

Executive Secretary and other staff of Electoral Commission.
Expenses, accounts and audit of Electoral Commission.
Standing orders of Electoral Commission.

PART III-REGISTER OF VOTERS AND REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Register of \oters.

Register of Voters to be conclusive evidence of entitlement to vote.
Division of Sierra Leone into wards, etc.

Quialification of voters.

Disqualification of voters.

Period for registration of voters.

Registration of voters outside Sierra Leone.

\oters to be registered once only.
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PART IV-PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

Appointment of Registration Officers and Revising Officers.
Appointment of Assistant Registration Officers.

Notice of intention to compile Register of Voters

Notice inviting claims of eligible voters.

Notice of claim for registration.

Proof of claim for registration.

Refusal to register.

Records of statements made by persons refused registration.
Exhibition of provisional list of voters.

Powers of Commission, field registrars, etc. in compiling provisional list.
Procedure as to omissions and objections.

Revision inquiries.

Procedures of revision.

Powers of Revising Officer.

Grounds of appeal.

Procedure on appeal.

Right to vote not affected by pending appeal.

Settlement of lists.

Revision of Register.

Returns of deaths.

Transfer of registered voter.

Loss or destruction of voter registration card.

Proprietary rights in voter registration cards.

PART V-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

Time for presidential election.

Nomination of presidential candidates.

Form for nomination of presidential candidate.
Presidential candidate to pay nomination fee.
Publication of nomination.

Political party to nominate fresh candidate.
Election of unopposed candidate.
Appointment of Returning Officers, Presiding Officers, Polling Assistants,
etc.

Time and procedure for polling.

Declaration of election result.
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53. Certification of election and publication of result.

54.  Assumption of office by elected candidate.
55. Challenge of election of President.

PART VI-GENERAL ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

56. Composition of Parliament.

57. Time for parliamentary elections.

58. Form of general elections.

59. Time for nomination of candidates.

60. Nomination of candidates.

61. Political party list of endorsed candidates for parliamentary elections.
62. Statutory declaration in support of political party list of endorsed candidates.
63. Objections to nominations.

64. Withdrawal of candidate.

65. Action to be taken on withdrawal.

66. Death of candidate.

67. Final list of candidates to be published by Commission.

68. Contested election and unopposed candidates.

PART VII-PROCEDURES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTIONS

69. National Returning Officer.

70. Conduct of elections by Electoral Commission.
71. Polling agents.

72. Precautions to ensure secrecy.

73. Hours of voting.

74. Manner of voting.

75.  Numbering of ballot papers.

76. Voting to be without delay.

77.  Admission of persons to polling stations.

78. Restriction on admission to polling stations.
79. Prevention of personation.

80. Conduct in polling stations.

81. Sealing of ballot boxes.

82. Counting agents.

83. Persons who may be present at counting of votes.
84. Counting of votes.

85. \oid ballots.
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Rejection of void ballot papers.

Over voting.

Counting Officer’s decision to be final.

Re-count.

Counting Officer’s duties at conclusion of counting.

Delivery of sealed ballot boxes and election equipment to District Returning
Officer.

Loss or destruction of sealed ballot boxes.

Duty of District Returning Officer regarding counting of ballots.
Certificate of result by District Returning Officer.

Publication of result.

Non-attendance of agents not to invalidate acts etc.

Secrecy of voting.

PART VIII-ELECTION OF PARAMOUNT CHIEF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
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Nomination and procedure in election of Paramount Chief members of
Parliament.

Returning Officer to meet Chiefdom Council and conduct polling.
Counting of votes in election of Paramount Chief members of Parliament.
Persons who may be present at counting of votes.

Returning Officer’s duties at conclusion of counting.

PART IX-ELECTION OF LOCAL COUNCILLORS

Time for local council elections.
Form of local council elections
Application of sections 60 to 97 to local council elections.

PART X-ELECTORAL OFFENCES

Interpretation of terms.

Offences relating to registration of voters.

Offences relating to multiple registration of voters.
Offences relating to Register of Voters.

Offences relating to voter registration cards, etc.

Offences of buying and selling voter registration cards.
Offences in respect of nomination papers, ballot papers, etc.
Wrongful voting, etc.



114. Improper practices by electoral officers.

115. Falsification of return of election.

116. Infringement of secrecy.

117. Prevention of election by force, etc.

118.  Undue influence.

119. Personation.

120. Bribery.

121. Disqualification for undue influence, personation, or bribery.

122. Wrongful voting and false statements.

123.  Prohibition of interference with election materials.

124. Prohibition of unauthorised printing, manufacture and supply of voting
and election materials.

125. Interference with lawful public meeting.

126. Symbols and emblems of candidates.

127. Prohibition of interference with free political canvassing and campaigning.

128. Improper use of vehicles.

129. Disorderly conduct at elections.

130. Voting by unregistered persons.

131. Offences on election day.

PART XI-OFFENCES RELATED TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

132.  Unauthorized access to computer material.

133.  Unauthorized access with intent to commit or facilitate commission of further
offences.

134.  Unauthorized modification of computer material.

135. Territorial scope of offences under this Part.

136. Interpretation.

PART XII-ELECTORAL OFFENCES COURT
137. Electoral offences court.
PART XIII-ELECTION PETITIONS AND CIVIL PROCEEDINGS.
138. Questions as to elected Members of Parliament to be determined by High
Court.

139. Election valid unless questioned within twenty-one days of publication of
result.
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Presentation of election petition.

Trial of election petition.

Proceedings to have priority of hearing.
Non-compliance with Act.

Privilege, certificate of immunity.

Appeal from High Court.

Effect on election return of notice of appeal.
Election offences may void election.

PART XIV-ELECTION CAMPAIGN PERIOD

Electoral Commission to declare election campaign period.
Election campaign calendar.

Election campaign materials.

Publishing information.

Complaints against violation of rights.

Civic obligation of candidates and political parties.
Prohibitions during election campaigns.

Code of election campaign ethics.

Airtime on radio and television.

PART XV-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Power to accredit observers.

Application for accreditation.

Revocation of accreditation.

Rights and obligations of observers.
Obligation of impartiality.

Election petition rules.

Pending petitions and appeals saved.
Electoral Commission’s power to enlarge time.
Electoral Commission to prescribe additional forms, etc.
Regulations.

Transitional.

Repeals.
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. . L SiGNED this 7th day of May, 2012.
Note The nominators and the candidates must sign in the presence of two

witnesses who must be of full age and who must sign in the places indicated.
DR. ERNEST BAI KOROMA,

President.
Passed in Parliament this 1st day of May, in the year of our Lord two
thousand and twelve.
IBRAHIM S. SESAY,
Clerk of Parliament.
@ No. 4 2012

THis PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the Bill
which has passed Parliament and found by me to be a true and correct printed copy
of the said Bill.

Sierra Leone

IBRAHIM S. SESAY,
Clerk of Parliament. THEPUBLICELECTIONS ACT, 2012.

Short title.
Being an Act to consolidate and amend the law on public
elections, to make provision supplementary to sections 32 and 33 of
the Constitution of Sierra Leone with respect to the Electoral
Commission and for other related matters.

[ ] Date of com-
mencement.

ENAcTED by the President and Members of Parliament in this
present Parliament assembled.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING DEPARTMENT, SIERRA LEONE.
GAzeTTE No. 26 oF 24TH MAv, 2012.
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PART I-PRELIMINARY

Interpretation. 1. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

“ballot paper” means the printed form used for the
purpose of voting for a candidate;

“candidate” includes a person nominated for election
as President of Sierra Leone, ordinary member of
Parliament, Paramount Chief Member of Parliament
or as member of a local council;

“constituency” means a constituency prescribed under
subsection (1) of section 38 of the Constitution;

Act No. 6 of  “Constitution” means the Constitution of Sierra Leone,
1991. 1991:

“dangerous weapon or missile” includes any cannon,
gun, rifle, carbine, revolver, pistol or any other firearm,
bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, knife, dagger, axe,
cudgel, or any other thing capable of being used as
an offensive weapon or missile, including teargas,
acid, and any inflammable substance capable of
injuring a person;

Cap. 60 “district” means a district established under the
Provinces Act;

“election” means any election for the President of Sierra
Leone, Parliament or a local council;

“election material” includes ballot boxes, ballot papers,
counterfoils, envelopes, packets, statements and
other documents used in connection with voting in
an election, information technology equipment,
instruments, seals and other materials and things
required for the purpose of conducting a public
election;
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“election period” means the period between the
commencement of the election, which is the date of
the proclamation of the election, and the ending of
the election, which is the date the Electoral
Commission receives the results of the election for
publication in the Gazette;

“electoral area” means a district, ward, or other electoral
area into which Sierra Leone is divided;

“Electoral Commission” means the Electoral
Commission referred to in section 32 of the
Constitution;

“Electoral Commissioner” means a member of the
Commission;

“Executive Secretary” means the person appointed
Executive Secretary under section 9;

“field registrar” means a person appointed as such
under section 29;

“Gazette List” means the latest list of a Chiefdom
Council appearing in the Gazette prior to an election;

“general election” means a general election for
Members of Parliament;

“National Returning Officer” means the person
responsible for thr supervision of elections
conducted under this Act;

“nomination paper” means the printed form used for
the purpose of nominating a presidential candidate
or other candidate for election under this Act;

“non-citizen” means a person who is not a citizen of
Sierra Leone;

“observer” means a person or group of persons
representing an organization whether national or
international accredited by the Electoral Commission
for the purpose of observing any or all aspects of
the electoral process including voter registration,
nomination for election, campaigning, polling,



