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Short title.

No. 1 2004

Sierra Leone

The Local Government Act, 2004

Being an Act to consolidate with amendments, the law on
local government, and to provide for the decentralisation and
devolution of functions, powers and services to local councils and
for other matters connected therewith.

[1st March, 2004]

ENACTED by the President and Members of Parliament in this
present Parliament assembled.

Date of com-
mencement.
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SIGNED this 24th day of February, 2004

ALHAJI AHMAD TEJAN KABBAH,
President.
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No. 1 Local Government Act 2004No. 1 Local Government Act 2004

PART I–PRELIMINARY

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

“Anti-Corruption Commission” means the Anti-
Corruption Commission established by the Anti-
Corruption Act, 2000;

“assets” includes moveable and immoveable
properties;

“Chairperson” means a person elected in accordance
with section 11 or 125 and includes a mayor in the
case of the Freetown City Council;

“Chiefdom Councils” means Chiefdom Councils
established under the Chiefdom Councils Act;

“Commission” means the Local Government Service
Commission established by section 35;

“Constitution” means the Constitution of Sierra Leone,
1991;

 “Councillor” means a member of a local council;

“devolved function” means a function performed by
Central Government but transferred to local councils
under section 20;

“elected Councillor” means a member of a local council
elected under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of
section 4;

“elector” means any person whose name is on any
Register of Electors prepared in accordance with the
Electoral Laws Act, 2002;

“financial year” means the financial year of the
Government;

“Inter-Ministerial Committee” means the Inter-
Ministerial Committee on Local Government and
Decentralisation established under section 109;

“locality” means the administrative area of a local
council and includes a district, town, city or
metropolis;

“local council” means a local council established under
paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 2;

“local tax” means the local tax established under the
Local Tax Act;

“Local Council Chief Administrator” means a person
appointed under section 31;

“Local Government Finance Committee” means the
Local Government Finance Committee established
under section 52;

“Minister” means the Minister charged with
responsibility for local government;

“Ministry” means the Ministry responsible for local
government;

“ordinarily resident” means the home or place where a
person normally resides and to which he returns after
any period of temporary absence;

 “Paramount Chief Councillor” means a member of a
local council selected under paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) of section 4;

 “transition period” means the first four years after the
establishment of a local council under paragraph (c)
of subsection (2) of section 2;

“ward” means an area within a locality which is
delineated  and designated by the National Electoral
Commission for the purpose of electing a Councillor
to a local council.

Interpretation.
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No. 1 Local Government Act 2004No. 1 Local Government Act 2004

PART II–ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCALITIES AND LOCAL
COUNCILS

2. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the areas specified in
Part I of the First Schedule shall be localities.

(2) The President may for the purpose of this Act and
acting on the recommendation of the Ministry, the Ministry
responsible for finance and the National Electoral Commission, by
statutory instrument–

(a) declare any area within Sierra Leone as a
locality;

(b) assign a name to the locality;

(c) establish a council for the locality;

(d) provide for the number of persons
constituting the council;

(e) specify the place where the principal offices
of the local council are to be situated; and

(f) provide for such other matters as are required
by this Act to be included in the instrument
or are consequential to it.

 (3) The Minister, the Minister responsible for finance,  and
the National Electoral Commission shall, in making any
recommendation, consider–

(a) the population and  population density;

 (b) the geographical contiguity;

(c) the topography;

(d) future growth or expansion,

of the area.

3. (1) A local  council, established under subsection (2) of
section 2, shall be a body corporate with  perpetual succession and a
common seal and may sue and be sued in its own name.

(2) A local council shall have power for the discharge of
any of its functions, to acquire and hold movable or immoveable
property, to dispose of such property and to enter into any contract
or other transaction.

PART III – COMPOSITION OF LOCAL COUNCILS AND
ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS

4. (1) A local council shall consist of the number of persons
prescribed under paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section 2, made
up of–

(a) the Chairperson;

(b) such number of elected Councillors from the
locality, elected by universal adult suffrage
in accordance with the Electoral Laws Act,
2002; and

(c) the number of Paramount Chiefs in a  locality
as specified in Part II of the First Schedule
selected by the Paramount Chiefs in the
locality to represent their interests.

(2) Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) applies only to
localities that have a system of paramount chieftaincy in terms of
section 72 of the Constitution.

(3)  Every local council shall consist of not  less than
twelve members.

 (4) A person seeking to be a member of a local council as
an elected Councillor may present himself to the electorate as a
candidate of a political party or as an independent candidate.
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