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CHAPTER 37. 

SUMMARY CONVICTION OFFENCES. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 

PART L~PRELIMINARY. 

sECTION. 
1. Short title and application. 
2. Interpretation. 
3. Case of offences under both Statute and Ordinance. 
4. Limit of penalties where none specified. 
5. Increased punishment in cases of two and three or more previous 
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convictions for felony. 
Sentences cumulative or concurrent. 
Imprisonment with or without hard labour. 
Fine in lieu of imprisonment in certain cases. 
Saving of powers conferred by other Ordinances. 
Aiders and abettors. 
Prosecution of offences within three months. 

PART II.-LARCENY, ETC. 

Offences to which this Ordinance applies. 
Persons in possession of property suspected of being stolen. 
Receivers of stolen property. 
Destruction or injury to trees, etc. 
Destruction or injury to plants. 
Decision by Magistrate as to value. 

PART IlL-OFFENCES AGAINST PERSONS. 

Jurisdiction of Magistrate in respect of certain assaults. 
Common assault. 
Committal in certain cases. 
Questions of title. 
Public insult and provocation. 
Insulting conduct. 

PART IV.-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER AND MORALITY. 

Summary proceedings against brothel keeper. 
Indecent exposure of person. 
Unemployed natives. 
Power of tribal headman and police to interrogate native 

Colony. 
Gaming houses. 
(1) Warrant to enter alleged gaming house. 
(2) Proof. 
Obstruction of police entering gaming house. 
Throwing of missiles. 
Prostitution. 
Idle and disorderly persons. 
Rogues and vagabonds. 

S.L.-VoL. I-22 

in the 

269 



270 Cap. 37] Summary Conviction Offences 

SECTION. 

33. Betting in public place. 
34. Drunkenness. 
35. Dangerous riding or driving. 
36. Beating tom-toms. 
37. Affray. 
38. Riotouf;l conduct. 
39. Street noises. 
40. Permission for bands. 
41. Application to Freetown. 
42. Discovery of stolen goods by fetish. 
43. Drinking sasswood. 
44. Defacing or destroying notices. 

PART V.-CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 

45. Definition of cruelty. 
46. Payment of compensation by person convicted of cruelty. 
47. Detention of animal subjected to cruelty. 
48. Limitation of time for prosecution. 
49. Definition of animal. 

pART VI.-MISCELLANEOUS. 

50. Obstruction of streets. 
51. Roofing of houses. 
52. Removal of soil without leave. 
53. Removal of sea-sand in Freetown. 
54. Bush burning without notice. 
55. Public billiard tables. 
56. Dealer's name on sign-board. 
57. Licence for foundry, farrier's shop or cooperage. 
58. Penalty for dealing in old metals purchasing quantities less than 

56lbs. 
59. Assisting persons to desert from Her Majesty's ships. 
60. Apprehension of deserting seaman. 
61. Unauthorised person exercising judicial or magistrial functions. 
62. Trespass. 
63. Kite flying in Freetown prohibited. 
64. Boats approaching ships and aircraft. 

SCHEDULE. 
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CHAPTER 37. 

SUMMARY CONVICTION OFFENCES. 

Ordinance to Consolidate and Amend the Law relating to 
Offences Punishable on Summary Conviction. 

[7TH NOVEMBER, 1906.] 

pART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

1. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Summary Con
viction Offences Ordinance. 

{2) The following sections shall applyto the Protectorate-
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20 of 1906. 
36 of 1907. 
17 of 1908. 

8 of 1909. 
25 of 1910. 

8 of 1911. 
24 of 1913. 

8 of 1922. 
5 of 1924. 

'45 of 1924. 
7 of 1926. 

17 of 1926. 
31 of 1926. 
10 of 1927. 

9 of 1928. 
Sec. 151 of 
38 of 1932. 
42 of 1932. 
24 of 1933. 
21 of 1938. 
32 of 1945. 
O .. in·C. No. 
23 of 1924. 
P.N. 
124 of 1943. 

5 of 1948. 
4 of 1950. 

13 of 1950. 
17 of 1954. 
22 of 1955. 
32 of 1959. 

Short title 
and applica· 
tion. 

13 of 1950. 
17 of 1954. 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22 of 1955. 

20, 21, 22, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 
48, 49, 61, 62 and 64. 

2 . . Throughout this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise 
reqmres-

" conviction " means conviction before a Magistrate. 

3. Where an offence rna y be prosecuted summarily, both 
under a Statute and an Ordinance, the same shall be prosecuted 
under the Ordinance. 

4. In cases where an Ordinance, or Statute, creates an offence, 
but does not fix the fine, or term of imprisonment, to be inflicted 
on conviction for such offence, a Magistrate shall not inflict a 
greater fine than ten pounds, or sentence to a longer term of 
imprisonment than six months. 
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Increased 
punishment 
in cases of 
two and 
three or 
more 
previous 
convictions 
for felony. 
5 of 1948. 

Sentences 
cumulative or 
concurrent. 

Imprison
ment with or 
without hard 
labour. 

Fine in lieu of 
imprisonment 
in certain 
cases. 

Saving of 
powers 
conferred 
by other 
Ordinances. 

Aiders and 
abettors. 
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5. If any person shall be convicted before a Magistrate of 
any offence under sections 12, 13 and 14 of this Ordinance and 
such person shall be proved to have been convicted of an 
offence, either under the said sections or under the Larceny 
Act, 1916, upon two previous occasions, it shall be lawful for 
the Magistrate to sentence such person to undergo a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, and if such person 
shall be proved to have been convicted of such an offence as 
aforesaid upon three or more previous occasions, it shall be 
lawful for the Magistrate to sentence such person to undergo a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding two years. 

6. Where a Magistrate sentences any person to a term of 
imprisonment, and such person is already undergoing, or has 
been, at the same sitting of the Court, sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment for another offence, the Magistrate may, in his 
discretion, direct that such term shall run concurrently, with, or 
commence at the expiration of, the term of imprisonment, which 
such person is then undergoing, or to which he has been 
previously sentenced. 

7. In all cases where a sentence of imprisonment may be 
imposed under this Ordinance, such imprisonment shall be with, 
or without, hard labour, at the option of the Magistrate. 

8. Where a person is convicted of an offence punishable on 
summary conviction, and imprisonment is prescribed by law as 
the sole punishment for such offence, the Magistrate may, 
nevertheless, if he thinks fit, inflict a fine, not exceeding twenty 
pounds, on the person so convicted. 

9. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall be deemed to 
take away any other powers of dealing with offenders on 
summary conviction, conferred by any Ordinance now or 
hereafter in force. 

10. Any person who shall aid, abet, counsel, or procure the 
commission of any offence which is, or hereafter shall be, 
punishable on summary conviction, shall be liable to be pro
ceeded against, and convicted for the same, either together with 
the principal offender, or before, or after, his conviction, and 
shall be liable, on conviction, to the same forfeiture and punish
ment as such principal offender is, or shall be, by law liable, and 
may be proceeded against, and convicted, either within the 
jurisdiction of the Magistrate of the district where such principal 
offender may be convicted, or in that in which such offence of 
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itiding, abetting, counselling, or procuring, may have been 
cm:u:mitted. 

11. Unless this Ordinance otherwise directs, all complaints 
shall be made, and informations l3:id, wi~h respect. to. acts or 
o:rnissions made offences under this Ordmance, Withm three 
:months from the date when the matter of such complaints, or 
informations, arose: 

Provided always, that this section shall not apply to offences 
under Part II hereof. 

pART II.-LARCENY, ETC. 

12. Any person who shall, in any manner, steal, embezzle, or 
by any false pretences obtain, from any person, with intent to 
cheat, or defraud any person of the same, any money, goods, 
chattels, or property of any kind, or shall fraudulently convert 
any property entrusted to him or the proceeds thereof, the 
amount or value whereof (to be ascertained as hereinafter 
mentioned) shall not exceed the sum of one hundred pounds, 
shall be liable, on conviction thereof, to imprisonment for any 
period not exceeding six months. 
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Prosecution 
of offences 
within three 
months. 

Offences to 
which this 
Ordinance 
applies. 
32 of 1959. 

13. (l) Every person who shall be brought before a Magis- Person~ in f 

trate, charged with having in his possession, or with conveying ~~~~:;;no 
in any manner, anything which may be reasonably suspected of ~u~pect~~ of 

being stolen, or unlawfully obtained, and who shall not give an emg s en. 

account to the satisfaction of the Magistrate of how he came by 
the same, shall be liable, on conviction, to a fine of not more 
than twenty pounds, or, in the discretion of the Magistrate, to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months. 

(2) When any person shall be brought before a Magistrate 
charged with having or conveying in any manner anything 
stolen or unlawfully obtained, or which may be reasonably 
suspected of having been stolen or unlawfully obtained, and shall 
declare that he received the same from some other person, or 
that he was employed as a carrier, agent or servant to convey 
the same for some other person, such Magistrate shall, if 
practicable, cause every such other person, and also if necessary, 
every former or pretended purchaser or other person through 
whose possession such thing as aforesaid shall have passed, to 
be brought before him and examined, and shall examine 
witnesses upon oath touching the same; and if it shall appear 
to such Magistrate that any person so brought before him shall 
have had possession of such thing, and had reasonable cause 
to believe the same to have been stolen or unlawfully obtained, 


