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CHAPTER 45.

ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES.

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.
SECTION.
1. Short title.
2.  Interpretation.

OFFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR OF ESTATES.

(1) Appointment of Official Administrator.

(2) Corporation sole.

Appointment of agent by Official Administrator and remuneration.
Fees and expenses of Official Administrator.

Relief of Official Administrator from liability.

Sale of goods of third party.

Grants to Official Administrator and effects.

WSO W

DevoLuTioN oF ESTATES.

9. (1) Intestate devolution.
(2) Liability of assets for payment of debts.
10. - Application for grant by Official Administrator.
11.  Grant to persons appearing.
12.  Grant of letters of administration to widow or widower or next-of-kin.
13.  Grant of probate or letters of administration to revoke grant to
Official Administrator.
14.  Title of Administrator.
15. Administrator to be trustee.
16.  Appointment of Official Administrator of estate unadministered.
17,  Transfer by executor or administrator to Official Administrator.
18.  Advertisements for debts and claims. .
19. Distribution of estate.
20. Proving of claims.
21.  No sale of land without consent of parties or order of Court.
22.  Personalty to be realised.
23.  Directions by Court.
24.  Assets of persons not domiciled in Sierra Leone payable to executor
abroad.
25.  Keeping accounts.
26.  Filing of accounts.
27.  TFiling of interim account.
28.  Power to transfer share of minor to relative.
29. (1) Disposal of proceeds of intestate estates without a widow or
widower, or next-of-kin.
(2) Petitions to Court.
(4) What must be stated.
(6) Service on Official Administrator.
(6) Hearing.
(7) ‘Ground of Petition.
30.  Order on Petition.
31.  Assets unclaimed within two years to lapse to Government.
32. Power of Governor to dispose of assets.
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EstatEs oF DECEASED EXPATRIATE GOVERNMENT OFFICERS.

SECTION.

33.

13.

44.
45.

(1) Duty of heads of departments to notify deaths.

(2) Administration by Official Administrator of estate of deceased
expatriate officers.

(3) Agent of Official Administrator in the Colony.

Limitation of administration.

Publication of notice by Official Administrator.

Certain articles to be sent to the Crown Agents.

Rendering of accounts and Order of Court.

Interim accounts.

Change of administration by Order of Court.

ADMINISTRATION OF SMALL ESTATES.

Power to administer where assets do not exceed £50.

Power to remit fees in estates not exceeding £50.

Wages or salary not exceeding £10 to be paid to widow or relative
of deceased person in certain cases.

ADMINISTRATION OF NATIVE ESTATES.

(1) Native Intestate Estates not within jurisdiction of Native Court.
(2) Official Administrator to ascertain native law.

GENERAL.

Annual Report of Official Administrator.
Rules of Court.

FIRST SCHEDULE.*
SECOND SCHEDULE,

THIRD SCHEDULE.*

*The First and Third Schedules, being of the nature of Rules of Court, are priﬁfed
with other Rules of Court and are in the Volume containing the subsidiary legislation of
the Courts Ordinance (Cap. 7).
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CHAPTER 45.

ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES.

o5 of 1045, An Ordinance to provide for the appointment of an official
1 of 1955. Administrator of Estates, and to regulate the administration
of estates and the distribution of intestate estates and for
other purposes.

[1sT JANUARY, 1946.]
Short title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Administration of
Estates Ordinance; it shall come into force on such day as the
Governor may fix by notice in the Gazeite, and shall apply to the
Colony. It shall also apply to the Protectorate in respect of—

(@) the estates of deceased non-natives, and
(b) any part of the estate of a deceased native which is not

within the jurisdiction of any native court.

Interprota- 2. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise requires—

“ Administrator > means a person appointed by the Court
or under this Ordinance to administer an estate;

“ assets ”” means all property real and personal of a deceased
person which is chargeable with and applicable to the payment
of his debts and legacies or available for distribution amongst .
his heirs and next-of-kin; !
“ Court ”” means the Supreme Court of Sierra Leone;

“ estate ” means all interests in land and chattels real and
personal, choses in action and other property whatsoever;

“ Expatriate officer” means any person who is an
expatriate officer for the purposes of the Pensions Ordinance,
Cap. 173. and is not a person subject to military law;
“issue ”” includes children and the descendants of deceased
children according to theirstocks; - -
“letters of administration ” means any letters of adminis-

tration, whether general or with a copy of the will annexed
or limited in time or otherwise;

“ next-of-kin ” includes any person other than a widow or
widower of a deceased person who by law would be entitled
to letters of administration in preference to a creditor;
“ Official Administrator ”’ means a person in the public
services appointed as Administrator under this Ordinance ]
and includes an Assistant Official Administrator. )
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OFrFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR OF KSTATES.

3. (1) The Governor shall appoint a suitable person to be
Official Administrator and as many Assistant Official Adminis-
trators as may be required.

(2) The Official Administrator shall be a corporation sole and
shall have perpetual succession, and may sue and be sued in
his corporate name, and shall be entitled to appear in Court
either in person or by counsel in any proceedings to which he
is a party.

4. (1) The Official Administrator may appoint such person
or persons as he shall think fit, to act as his agent or agents for
the managing, collecting and getting in of the assets and in
payment of the liabilities, and the distribution of the assets of
deceased persons whose estates are in the course of administration
by him, such agent or agents shall in all respects act in such
matters under the direction of the Official Administrator, who
shall not be answerable for any act or omission of any agent
not in conformity with such direction, or which shall not have
happened by the Official Administrator’s own fault or neglect.

(2) Every agent not being a public officer shall find security
to the satisfaction of the Official Administrator for the
performance of his duty.

~ (8) Every agent, not being a public officer may be remunerated
~either by salary or such fees as the Official Administrator with
the approval of the Court may decide.

5. (1) There shall be charged in respect of the administration
of estates by the Official Administrator such fees by way of
percentage or otherwise as may be prescribed by Rules of
Court made as provided in section 45.

(2) The Official Administrator shall also be entitled to any
expenses which might be retained or paid out of any estate in
his charge, as if he were a private administrator.

(8) All such fees and expenses shall have priority over all
debts of the deceased and may be deducted from any moneys
received by the Official Administrator in the course of the
Administration and shall be paid into the general revenue of
the Colony.

6. Neither the Official Administrator nor any agent shall be B
personally liable to any person in respect of assets in the
possession at the time of his death of any person, whose estate
shall be administered by the Official Administrator, which shall
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be dealt with by the Official Administrator or such agent, unless

. the Official Administrator or his agent respectively, shall know,

or have actual notice, before the same are dealt with, that the
same were not in fact the property of the person whose estate is
being administered by the Official Administrator, and generally,
neither the Official Administrator nor any agent shall be Liable
for any act done bona fide in the supposed and intended
performance of their duties, unless it shall be shown that such
act was done not only illegally but wilfully or with gross
negligence.

7. If during the administration of an estate by the Official
Administrator there is sold by the Official Administrator or
any agent on his behalf any goods or chattels or other property
belonging to a third party, the amount realised by such sale
shall be paid over to the owner upon proof by him of such
ownership unless the same shall have already been applied in
payment of the debts of the deceased or shall have been
distributed in the ordinary course of administration whilst the
Official Administrator or his agent was in ignorance or without
actual notice of the claim of such person to the goods or chattels
or other property sold. :

8. (1) All probates and letters of administration granted to
the Official Administrator shall be granted to him by that
name, and shall authorise the Official Administrator and his
successors in office to act as executor or administrator, as the
case may be, of the estate to which such probate or letter relates

(2) The grant of probate or letters of administration to the
Official Administrator shall be conclusive as to the representative
title against all debtors of the deceased and all persons holding
such assets, and shall afford full indemnity to all debtors paying
their debts, and all persons delivering up such assets to the
Official Administrator, or to his agents duly appointed in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. _

DzrvoruTionN oF ESTATES.

9. (1) The estate of every person dying intestate after the
date of the operation of this Ordinance shall devolve upon the
Official Administrator:

Provided that, upon the grant of letters of administration
under the provisions of this Ordinance, the estate shall be
divested from the Official Administrator and be vested in the
person or persons to whom letters of administration have been
granted as aforesaid.
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