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SHIPPING CASUALTIES, WRECKS AND SALVAGE. 
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SCHEDULE. 

CHAPTER 145. 

SHIPPING CASUALTIES, WRECKS AND SALVAGE. 

An Ordinance to make better Provisions for the holding of 
Inquiries in respect of Shipping Casualties, for dealing with 
Wrecks, and as to Salvage. 

(14TH MAY, 1907.] 

pART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Shipping Casualties, 
Wrecks and Salvage Ordinance. 

2. This Ordinance shall, save where the context authorises a 
wider application, extend to the Colony and Protectorate and 
the waters thereof. 

3. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires
" Court " means the Supreme Court; 
" district " means a district as constituted by any Ordinance 

in force; 
"master" includes every person (except a pilot) having 

command or charge of any ship; 
" salvage " includes all expenses properly incurred by the 

salvor in the performance of the salvage services; 
" ship " includes every description of vessel used in 

navigation not propelled by oars or paddles worked by hand; 
" vessel " includes any ship or boat, or any other descrip

tion of vessel used in navigation; 
" wreck " includes jetsam, flotsam, lagan and derelict 

found in, or on the shores of, the sea or any tidal water; 
"Harbour-master" means the Harbour-master of Free

town Harbour. 
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4. This Ordinance other than Part V hereof shall apply to 
ships in the service of the Government but shall in no way 
apply to other ships belonging to Her Majesty. 

PART H.-CASES WHERE INQUIRIES MAY BE HELD. 

5. (1) Inquiries as to casualties affecting ships shall only be 
authorised in the case of casualties occurring to a British ship 
on or near the coasts of the Colony or Protectorate, or in the 
course of a voyage to a port within the Colony or Protectorate, 
or occurring in any part of the world to a British ship registered 
in the Colony, or when some of the crew of a British ship to 
which a casualty has occurred, who are competent witnesses to 
the facts, are found within the Colony. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding sub-section, a 
casualty shall be deemed to occur when-

( a) a ship is lost, abandoned, damaged, or stranded; or 

(b) causes loss or material damage to any other ship; or 

(c) any loss of life occurs by means of any casualty. 

Exception. 

12 of 1950. 

Shipping 
casualty. 

6. Inquiries under this Ordinance as to the conduct of the In~ompetence 
masters, mates, or engineers of ships, shall only be authorised :~ndr:;~t 
when the charge against any master, mate, or engineer is that 
he is incompetent, or has been guilty of any gross act of mis-
conduct, drunkenness, tyranny, or that in a case of collision 
he has failed to render such assistance, or give such information 
as is required under the fifth part of the Imperial Statute called 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, and that such incompetency, 57 & 58 Viet., 

misconduct, drunkenness, tyranny, or failure to render assistance c. 
60

. 

or give information has occurred on board a British ship on or 
near the coasts of the Colony or Protectorate, or on board a 
British ship in the course of a voyage to a port within the 
Colony or Protectorate, or on board a British ship registered in 
the Colony, or when the master, mate, or engineer of a British 
ship charged with incompetency, misconduct, drunkenness, 
~yranny, or failure to render such assistance or give such 
mformation on board that British ship is found in the Colony. 

. 7. Subject to the provisions of the two preceding sections, ~nquiries to 

lllq~ries may be made in the manner prescribed by this p~e:~ribed. 
Ordmance as to shipping casualties or as to the conduct of 
masters, mates, or engineers. 
~ T 'Ty __ TTT ........ 
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pART III.-PRELIMINARY INQUIRY. 

8. (1) Whenever an inquiry may be made pursuant to the 
authority conferred by the last preceding section into a shipping 
casualty, a preliminary inquiry may be made by the Harbour
master, or by such other person as the Governor may authorise 
to make such inquiry. 

(2) The Harbour-master, or other person authorised as 
aforesaid, shall, as soon as practicable, forward a report of his 
inquiry to the Governor. 

9. Every such officer or person as aforesaid shall have the 
following powers, that is to say-

( a) He may go on board any ship and inspect the same, or 
any part thereof, or any of the machinery, boats, equipments, 
or articles on board thereof, not unnecessarily detaining or 
delaying her from proceeding on any voyage; 

(b) He may enter and inspect any premises, the entry or 
inspection of which appears to be requisite for the purpose of 
the inquiry; 

(c) He may, by summons under his hand, require the. 
attendance of all such persons as he thinks fit to call before 
him and examine for the purpose of the inquiry, and may 
require answers or returns to any inquiries which he thinks 
fit to make; 

(d) He may require and enforce the production of all 
books, papers, or documents which he considers important 
for the purpose of the inquiry; and 

(e) He may administer oaths or may, in lieu of requiring 
or administering an oath, require every person examined by 
him to make and subscribe a declaration of the truth of the 
statements made by him in his examination. 

Every witness so summoned as aforesaid shall be allowed 
such expenses as would be allowed to any witness attending on 
subpmna to give evidence before the Court, and in case of any 
dispute as to the amount of such expenses, the same shall be 

. referred to a Judge of the Supreme Court, who shall, on a 
request made to him for the purpose under the hand of such 
officer or person as aforesaid, ascertain and certify the proper 
amount of such expenses; and every person who, without 
sufficient cause, refuses to attend as a witness before any such 
officer or person as aforesaid, after having been required so to 
do in the manner hereby directed, or who, without sufficient 
cause, refuses or neglects to make any answer, or to give any 


