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CHAPTER 150.
POLICE.

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.
SECTION,
1.  Short title, commencement and application.
2. ' Interpretation.

Part I1.—CoONSTITUTION AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE.

Establishment of Police Force.

General duties of the Police.

Constitution of the Force. .

Appointment of Commissioner of Police.

(1) Appointment of Deputy Commissioner of Police.
(2) Appointment of Acting Commissioner.
Delegation by Commissioner.
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Part 111.—GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

9. Oaths for Officers.
10.  Enlistment of Constables.
11. - Declaration.
12. "+(1) Re-engagement.

(8) Discharge or dismissal of Pohce

13. Supernumerary constables.
14. Enlistment of special constables.
15. Powers duties and rank.
16. Equipment.
17. . Refusal to serve or to obey lawful orders.
18.  Power to terminate services.

Part IV.—Powers or PoriceE OFFICERS.

19. - Prosecutions.
20. - Power to arrest without having warrant in possession.
21. Summonses.
22.  Fingerprints.
23.  Power to close licensed premises in case of riot.
24. "Provisions only to apply when put in force by proclamation.
(1) Dispersal of assemblage in the public streets; etc.
(2).. Persons found in street in possession of sticks for the purpose of
assisting in a disturbance.
(3) Persons using provocative words.
.25. - Power to stop processions.
26.  Power to regulate processions.
27.  Traffic. .
28.  Idle and disorderly persons.

Part V.—PoricE FirE BrigaDES.

29.  Police Fire Brigades.
30. Duties of Fire Commissioners and Police.
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Establishment of Police Fire Brigades.

Authority vested in the senior Fire Commissioners.
Closing streets and removing persons.

Powers in relation to buildings.

Penalty for interference.

Penalty for false alarm.

Damage.

Provisions not apphcable to Freetown.

Part VI.—ProprERTY, UNcLAIMED, FOUND OR OTHERWISE.

Court may make orders with respect to property in possession of
Police.

Perishable articles.

Disposal of unascertained property by regulation.

ParT VII.—OFFENCES.

Offences.

Desertion.

Apprehension of deserters.

Asgault on police officer.

Penalty on persons causing disaffection etc., among members of
Police Force.

Harbouring police officer or giving police officers intoxicating liquor.

Obtaining admission into Force by fraud.

Ordinary course of law not to be interfered with.

‘Persons acquitted by court not punishable on same charge under this

Ordinance, nor if convicted except by reduction.
Constables. to return arms and equipment.
Power of summoning witnesses.
Carrying out of sentences of imprisonment.
Power of suspension.
Pay not to accrue during absence without leave or imprisonment.
(1) Fines to be recovered by stoppages.
(3) Loss of arms, etec.
Fines or stoppages and purchases in canteen.
Membership of political society, or trade union.
Obedience to lawful commands,
Private business or trade.

Part VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

(1) Rewards and gratuities.

(2) :Payable out, of general revenue.

Attachment of pay, ete. for debt.

Unlawful possession of arms and clothing of Police.

Part IX.—RuLes AND STANDING ORDERS.

Rules.
Standing Orders.

ParT X.—APPLICATION TO PROTECTORATE.

Court Messengers.

Proclamation, ete. in case of riot.
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ParT XI.-<-APPLICATION.

68. Members of existing Force.

FIRST SCHEDULE,

ATTESTATION PAPER,

SECOND SCHEDULE.

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY A CONSTABLE RE-ENGAGING,

THIRD SCHEDULE,

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY A SUPERNUMERARY CONSTABLE ON ENLIsTMENT,

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

APPOINTMENT OF SpEcIAL CONSTABLE,
Notice To TERMINATE APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL CONSTABLE.

CHAPTER 150.
POLICE.

3 of 1948, An Ordinance to make provision for the organisation, discipline,
10 of 1052, powers and duties of the police. -

27 of 1953. [1sT JANUARY, 1950.]
9 of 1955, :
36 of 1959,

ParT I.—SHORT TITLE AND INTERPRETATION:

Short title, 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Police Ordinance;
ment and. it shall come into operation on a date to be notified by the
spplication.  (fovernor in the Gazeite, and shall apply to the Colony:

t -Provided that the Governor may, at any time, by notice in
‘the Gazette direct that this Ordinance shall apply to the whole
Protectorate, or by similar notice may from time to time direct
that it shall apply to any part or parts of the Protectorate.

* Government Notice 968 of 1949.
t Applied to the whole of the Protectorate from the 1st September, 1954 (P.N., 65 of

1954)
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2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires— gglerpreta-

“ Commissioner ”, “ Deputy Commissioner ”’, and “ Assist- 27 of 1953.
ant Commissioner ” mean respectively the Commissioner of
Police, the Deputy Commissioner of Police, and an Assistant
Commissioner of Police;

“ Provincial Commissioner ” means any Administrative
Officer in charge of a province or acting in that capacity;

“ constable ” means any police officer of or below the rank
of Sergeant-Major;

“ Court ” means any court established by any law in force
in Sierra Leone;

“ superior police officer ” means any police officer of or
above the rank of Assistant Superintendent;

“junior police officer” means a Chief Inspector, an 27of19s3.
Inspector and a Sub-Inspector of Police;

“Police ” or ““ The Police ” means a member or members
of the Police Force established under this Ordinance;

“The Force” means the Police Force established under
this Ordinance;

“ police officer ”” means any member of the Force;

“ Superintendent of Police ” includes a Senior Superin- 27 of 1953.
tendent of Police, a Deputy Superintendent of Police, and an
Assistant Superintendent of Police;

“ Non-commissioned Officer >’ means any police officer of
and above the rank of Corporal but not above the rank of
Sergeant-Major.

Part I1.—ConsTITUTION AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE.

3. There shall be established in Sierra Leone a Police Force Establi;h-
to be known as the Sierra Leone Police Force. e orce.

4. The Police shall be employed for the detection of crime, dGen_emlf N
the apprehension of offenders, the preservation of law and order, poses.
the protection of property, and the due enforcement of all laws

and regulations with which they are directly charged.

5. The Force shall consist of a Commissioner, a Deputy Constitution
Commissioner, and such Assistant Commissioners, Senior oy besce
Superintendents, Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents,
Assistant Superintendents, Bandmasters, Chief Inspectors,
Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Non-commissioned Officers and

Constables and Recruits as the Governor may direct.
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Appointment

of Commis-
sioner of
Police.

Appointment
of Deputy
Commissioner
of Police.

Appointment
of Acting
Commis-
sioner.

Delegation
by Com-
missioner.

Oaths for
officers.

6. The Governor may appoint some fit and proper person to
be Commissioner of Police who, subject to the general orders
and directions of the Governor, shall have the command and
superintendence of the Force, and who shall be responsible to
the Governor for the efficient administration and government
of the Force, and for the proper expenditure of all public
moneys appropriated for the service thereof.

7. (1) The Governor may appoint some.fit and proper person
to be Deputy Commissioner of Police who shall act as Principal
Assistant to the Commissioner in the performance of his duties
in respect of the force, and who shall, until an appointment is
made under para,graph (2) of this section, have power during
the absence or incapacity of the Commlssmner to do any act
or thing which may by law be done by the Commissioner.

(2) The Governor, may, in the absence of the Commissioner,
appoint some fit and proper person to act as Commissioner.

8. The Commissioner may, with the consent of the Governor,
by writing under his hand, delegate any of his powers under
this Ordinance (except this power of delegation) so that the
delegated powers may be exercised by the delegate with respect
to the matters or class of matters specified or defined in the
instrument of delegation.

Part IIT.—GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

9. Every superior police officer shall on appointment take
and subscribe the following oath :—

R FS do swear that I will well and truly
serve our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors,
in the office Of....ciirinn , without favour or affection,

malice or ill-will, and that I will cause Her Majesty’s peace
to be kept and preserved; and that I will prevent to the
utmost of my power all offences against the same; and that
while I shall continue to hold the said office, or some other
office in the Sierra Leone Police Force, I will to the best of
my skill and knowledge, discharge all the duties thereof
faithfully according to Law—So Help me God.”

Such oath shall be taken and signed before the Commlssmner
In the case of the Commissioner the oath shall be taken and
signed before the Governor. .




