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THE PREVENTION OF MONEY-LAUNDERING ACT, 2002 

ACT NO. 15 OF 2003 

[17th January, 2003.]  

An Act to prevent money-laundering and to provide for confiscation of property derived from, or 

involved in, money-laundering and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

WHEREAS the Political Declaration and Global Programme of Action, annexed to the resolution  

S-17/2 was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its seventeenth special session on 

the twenty-third day of February, 1990; 

AND WHEREAS the Political Declaration adopted by the Special Session of the United Nations 

General Assembly held on 8th to 10th June, 1998 calls upon the Member States to adopt national  

money-laundering legislation and programme; 

AND WHEREAS it is considered necessary to implement the aforesaid resolution and the Declaration. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-third Year of the Republic of India as follows:— 

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Prevention of Money-

laundering Act, 2002. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date
1
 as the Central Government may, by notification in the 

Official Gazette, appoint, and different dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act and 

any reference in any such provision to the commencement of this Act shall be construed as a reference to 

the coming into force of that provision. 

2. Definitions.—(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

(a) “Adjudicating Authority” means an Adjudicating Authority appointed under sub-section (1) 

of section 6; 

(b) “Appellate Tribunal” means the Appellate Tribunal 
2
[referred to in] section 25; 

(c) “Assistant Director” means an Assistant Director appointed under sub-section (1) of section 

49; 

(d) “attachment” means prohibition of transfer, conversion, disposition or movement of property 

by an order issued under Chapter III; 
3
[(da) “authorised person” means an authorised person as defined in clause (c) of section 2 of the 

Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (42 of 1999);] 

(e) “banking company” means a banking company or a co-operative bank to which the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949 (10 of 1949) applies and includes any bank or banking institution referred to in 

section 51 of that Act; 

(f) “Bench” means a Bench of the Appellate Tribunal; 
4
[(fa)“beneficial owner” means an individual who ultimately owns or controls a client of a 

reporting entity or the person on whose behalf a transaction is being conducted and includes a person 

who exercises ultimate effective control over a juridical person;] 

(g) “Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Appellate Tribunal; 

                                                           
1. 1st July, 2005, vide notification No. G.S.R. 436(E), dated 1st July, 2005, see Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, sec. 3(i). 

2. Subs. by Act 28 of 2016, s. 232, for “established under” (w.e.f. 1-6-2016). 
3. Ins. by Act 21 of 2009, s. 2 (w.e.f. 1-6-2009). 

4. Ins. by Act 2 of 2013, s. 2 (w.e.f. 15-2-2013). 


