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THE STATUTES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

LEGAL PROFESSION ACT 1966

2020 REVISED EDITION

This revised edition incorporates all amendments up to and
including 1 December 2021 and comes into operation on 31 December 2021.

Prepared and Published by

THE LAW REVISION COMMISSION
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF
THE REVISED EDITION OF THE LAWS ACT 1983
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Legal Profession Act 1966

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART 1
PRELIMINARY

Short title
Interpretation

PART 1A
DIRECTOR OF LEGAL SERVICES

Appointment of Director of Legal Services

Investigation of law practice entity by Director of Legal Services
Power to require documents or information

Power to enter premises under warrant

Cooperation between Director of Legal Services and
Attorney-General, Registrar, Institute, Council or Society, etc.
Power to require law practice entity to provide information
Refusal to provide information, etc.

Destroying or falsifying documents

Protection from personal liability

PART 2
SINGAPORE INSTITUTE OF LEGAL EDUCATION

Establishment of Institute

Functions and powers of Institute

Board of Directors of Institute

Appointment of Dean of Institute, officers and employees
Appointment of committees and delegation

Meetings of Board of Directors of Institute

Passing of resolution of Board of Directors of Institute by
written means

Rules relating to legal education, continuing professional
development and admission of advocates and solicitors
Protection from personal liability
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Dissolution of Board of Legal Education and transfer to Institute
of property, existing contracts, etc.

PART 2A
ADMISSION OF ADVOCATES AND SOLICITORS

Admission as advocate and solicitor of Supreme Court
Requirements for admission

Powers of Minister in relation to admission requirements
Ad hoc admissions

Roll of advocates and solicitors

Extension or abridgment of time

18.to 24. [Repealed]
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25AA.
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30.
31.
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35.

PART 3
PRACTISING CERTIFICATES

Practising certificates

Power of Attorney-General, Registrar and Council with respect
to issue of practising certificates in certain circumstances
Power of Registrar to refuse or suspend practising certificate for
non-payment of certain sums

Appeals in connection with issue of practising certificates
Medical examination required in certain circumstances
Disqualification for practising certificates

Register of practitioners

Imposition of conditions while practising certificates are in force
Referral to Disciplinary Tribunal and suspension of practising
certificates

Cancellation of practising certificates

PART 4
PRIVILEGES OF ADVOCATES AND SOLICITORS

Privileges of advocates and solicitors

Appointment of Senior Counsel

Order of precedence of Senior Counsel in court
Requirements for practice and unauthorised persons
Unauthorised person acting as advocate or solicitor
Qualifications to section 33

Sections 32 and 33 not to extend to arbitration proceedings
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Order to repay upon conviction under section 33
Sections 32 and 33 not to extend to mediation
No costs recoverable by unauthorised person

PART 4A

REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN LAWYERS,
SOLICITORS IN FOREIGN LAW PRACTICES
AND NON-PRACTITIONERS, ETC.

Interpretation of this Part

Registration of foreign lawyer to practise both Singapore law
and foreign law in Singapore

Registration of foreign lawyer to practise foreign law in
Singapore

Registration of foreign lawyer to be director, partner or
shareholder in, or to share in profits of, Singapore law practice
Registration of solicitor to practise Singapore law in Joint Law
Venture or its constituent foreign law practice, Qualifying
Foreign Law Practice or licensed foreign law practice
[Repealed)

Registration of regulated non-practitioner

Application for and renewal of registration under this Part
Compliance with guidelines, directions, undertakings and
conditions

Appeal against decision of Director of Legal Services under this
Part, etc.

Failure to register or furnish information

Civil penalty

Rules for this Part

Powers of Minister in relation to registration requirements

PART 4B

REPRESENTATION IN
SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL COURT

Interpretation of this Part

Registration of foreign lawyer to act in relation to relevant
proceedings

Registration of law expert to act in relation to relevant
proceedings

Appointing committee
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Instructing authority

Complaints against foreign lawyers registered under section 36P
and law experts registered under section 36PA

Application for review of decision of complaints committee
Application for cancellation of registration under section 36P or
36PA, etc.

Restriction of judicial review

Provisions as to penalties payable under this Part

Protection from personal liability

Rules for this Part

PART 5
THE LAW SOCIETY OF SINGAPORE

Division 1 — Establishment, purposes and powers of Society

Establishment of Society
Purposes and powers of Society

Division 2 — Members of Society and subscriptions

Membership

Practising solicitors to be members

Associate members

Non-practitioner members

Honorary members

Privileges of membership

Expulsion and suspension of rights and privileges
Termination of membership

Annual subscription to Society

Division 3 — Council of Society

Council
Statutory members
Elected members

Division 4 — Election of members of Council

Compulsory voting
Elections

Nominations
Insufficient nominations
Council’s term of office
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